
APERTURE 
 
Welcome to the inaugural issue of  “ON 
TARGET’, the official newsletter of the 
Buffalo Rifle Association of Australia – 
BRAA. 
 
First and foremost, let me wish all BRAA 
members, associates and families a very 
Happy and Healthy 2013, I trust you all 
had a safe and enjoyable Christmas. 
 
‘ON TARGET’  is a monthly publication to 
provide BRAA members and associates 
with news of past and upcoming events, 
technical advice and articles of interest 
to Black Powder Cartridge shooters.  
 
‘APERTURE’ is an editorial column to 
‘provide an opening’ for the editor, your 
committee and the members to express 
their views.  
Your committee invites all members and 
associates to provide input to future 
issues of ‘’ON TARGET’. This input can 
be anything from comment, experiences, 
technical advice or whatever you think 
may be of interest to other members. 
Just contact any member of your 
committee – the ‘POSSE’ 
 
The editor reserves the right to exclude 
controversial or confrontational matter. 
 
Tell us if there is anything else you 
would like included; how about a 
‘Classifieds’ section? OR ….??? 
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Over future issues we hope to bring to 
you  

 Reports & results of past events 
– ‘SHOT TO BITZ’  

 
 Calendar & details of upcoming 

events  - ‘ON THE LINE’ 
 

 Topical articles of general 
interest – ‘BISON TALES’ 

 
 Shooting & technical tips & info. 

– ‘GUNSMITH’ 
 
So on with the show and remember, 
this is your newsletter and your input 
will make it what it is.  

THE POSSE 
 
President:  Gary Vandersluis  (Chris 

Madsen) 
garyv45@bigpond.net.au 

Secretary/Treasurer: Bill Sherman  (Hickory 
Will) bsher@acenet.com.au 

Captain:  Jim Skyrm (Wounded Knees) 

Vice Captain: Andrew Tuft (Andrew Quigley) 

Publicity:  Paul Radin (Sugarfoot) 
paulradin@netspace.net.au  

Committee:  Gavin Dignam (J B Books) 

Mail:  PO Box 701, Mittagong NSW 
2575 

Website:  www.buffalorifles.com.au 
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SHOT TO BITZ 
In a previous email, Bill reported the 
October Billy Dixon at Nioka which 
incorporated the BRAA AGM, issues 
over Rules, etc. Bill will follow up on 
these matters over time. 

The November ‘shoot’ was scheduled as 
a working bee at Cooyal with possible 
attendance at the Windermere shoot on 
Friday and some practice, time 
permitting, at Cooyal. There was a long 
list of things to do at Cooyal but 
unfortunately a very poor attendance 
and hot weather meant that precious 
little got done. Many thanks to Bill, 
Andrew and Kristy who were the only 
attendees beside myself and we managed 
to get some bits and pieces sorted out. 
We were also able to plan some new 
paper target frames for the raising 
targets in the butts behind the mound 
and we hope to have two to assemble at 
the January shoot.  

There was no ‘official’ shoot in 
December although Andrew and Kristy 
were there on the weekend of 15-16 
December to wave the flag.  

Thanks to Andrew for the following 
report; 

“Barrie Baker had his farm machinery 
shed raided on or about 4 December and 
a quad bike, trailer and assorted farm 
equipment were stolen. The shed is 
(located) two paddocks over from the 
rifle range. 
I checked if we were OK (at the range) 
and noticed that someone has been there 
since we were there last. (November) 
There is a 44-gallon drum out in front of 
the mound, with bullet holes in it. 
 
 

 
 
 
The spare gas bottle is on its side 
behind the building. And there is a 
very dead and ripe sheep outside the 
kitchen window. I would think that by 
January it would have fully 
decomposed. 
The fascia board is off the rear of the 
storage room and the panel on the 
server window on the side of the 
storage room is broken. Hard to say, 
but someone could have broken them 
to look inside. The fascia board will 
need to be repaired in January or 
before as it will let in the prevailing 
weather and rain. 
There was a bird inside the clubhouse 
that I released, plus a dead one on the 
floor, so the bird proofing needs to be 
revisited” 
 

 
This serves to reinforce the 
importance of getting on board and 
assisting with shoot attendances, 
working bees and general help at 
shoots. We have a great bunch of 
people in BRAA and it is we that make 
the club what it is. 

Oh and by the way the Survey that 
Bill has been mailed to you all is a 
very important part of deciding the 
future of BRAA. Please be sure to get 
your opinions to Bill no later than 15th 
Jan so that we can incorporate your 
views. 
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ON THE LINE 

Most importantly the dates for your 
2013 Calendar are as follows. 

January 18/19/20 – Cooyal (6-4-2-8) 
  
February 22/23/24 – Cooyal (7-5-3-9) 
  
March 30/31 Canberra 
  
April 26/27/28 – Cooyal (6-4-2-8) 
  
May 24/25/26 – t.b.a. 
  
June 21/22/23 – Cooyal (7-5-3-9) 
  
July 26/27/28 – Cooyal (6-4-2-8) 
  
August 23/24/25 – Cooyal (7-5-3-9) 
  
September 27/28/29 Nioka – plus AGM 
  
October 25/26/27 – Cooyal (6-4-2-8) 
  
November 22/23/24 – Cooyal (7-5-3-9) 

It is important to note that the January 
Whiskey Shoot is the first for the year 
and we are looking for a good roll-up. So 
get it in your diary and load up! 

We will also be having a committee 
meeting to make some important 
decisions for 2013 and beyond. Once 
again your completed Survey will help 
with those decisions.  

The January shoot will also have the 
inaugural Quigley Bucket Shoot as a 
side event. This is planned for Saturday 
afternoon after the main shoot is 
completed. There will be more to follow 
but the event will consist of a shot at a 
wooden bucket like the one in the well-
known Quigley movie. 

 

The info. I have so far is that there 
will be one (1) shot, offhand at about 
350 yards. The bucket may be on the 
ground or suspended. We will draw 
lots to decide the order of the shoot 
and once it is hit, that’s the end of the 
event. 

The winner gets a smashed bucket 
and has bragging rights till the next 
one. He/she will also have their name 
enscribed on the permanent ‘Bucket’ 
trophy, which will be kept in the 
clubhouse. 

Don’t miss this golden opportunity! 

I would also like to draw your 
attention to the March Canberra 
Shoot. This is a great opportunity to 
test your skills out to 1000 yards and 
your resistance to Canberra’s icy 
conditions. Even though it’s Easter we 
always get a great roll up especially 
by the southerners who can’t often 
make the ‘northern’ shoots. More 
details and match arrangement will 
be advised in the next edition of ‘ON 
TARGET’ 

The May Shoot venue has yet to be 
decided and will be part of the 
January Committee discussions. 
There has been a suggestion that 
Nioka be considered. The match 
details will also be advised. 

Cooyal Whiskey Shoots will alternate 
between 600 yds, 400 yds and 200 
yds shot on Sat with 800 yds on 
Sunday AND 700 yds, 500 yds and 
300 yds  (Sat) with 900 yds (Sun). 

Working bee dates will be advised in 
the next edition of ‘ON TARGET’ 

 



 

 

 
BISON TALES 
 
The Buffalo Rifle in History and Today 
The Buffalo Rifle is an important part of the 
shooting history of America, not only for the 
part it played in the pacification of the 
American Indian but also for its role in the 
establishment of American riflemen as the 
finest long distance shooters in the world. 

The years after the American Civil war saw the 
development of a new kind of large calibre 
Single shot rifle using a metallic cartridge with 
a heavy bullet and a heavy load of Black 
Gunpowder. By 1870 The US army was 
converting from Muzzle loading cap and Ball 
Rifles to Cartridge Rifles, the first to be adopted 
being the Trapdoor Springfield Rifle which 
resulted from the conversion of a 50 calibre 
Muzzle Loading rifle by cutting away part of 
the breach and the fitting of a “trapdoor” 
allowing the use of a metallic cartridge. The 
Trapdoor Springfield or Needle gun as the 
Indians called it in either 50 calibre or later 45 
calibre remained the principal Rifle of the 
United States army until almost the end of the 
19th Century. 

At the same time a number of American 
Gunsmiths were also developing their own 
breech loading rifles. Two of the best were 
Frederick Remington and Christian Sharps. 
Remington developed what he called the 
Rolling Block action and Sharps the Falling 
Block action. Although both were fine Rifles 
and both were offered to The US Army neither 
was adopted as a replacement for the Trapdoor 
Springfield. 

It was left to Remington and Sharps to market 
their Rifles to the Civilian population 
particularly those who were opening up the 
American West in the face of opposition from 
the plains Indians. Remington however saw the 
opportunities offered by Europe and he 
successfully sold his rifles to the armies of a 
number of countries including Denmark 
Turkey and Spain. By 1871 Christian Sharps 
had completed the development of his finest 
falling Block rifle, which became known as the 
1874 model, and Remington’s Rolling Block 
Rifles were readily available in Sporting 
configurations and Calibres. 

(Part 1 of 2…………..…To be continued)            

GUNSMITH 
BPC CARTRIDGE CALIBRES 
1st in the Series  - 45-70 Govt.  
 
By far the best known of the buffalo cartridges used 
on the western frontier was the illustrious .45-70 
Government. Still popular today, the .45-70 was 
introduced in 1873 and was the U.S. Army's 
standard service cartridge from that time until it 
was officially replaced by the .30-40 Krag in 1892. 
The .45-70 actually continued in military service 
with reserve and militia units well into the early 
1900's. 
Like all U.S. service cartridges, the .45-70 became a 
popular sporting cartridge with American civilian 
hunters of the time. It was probably the most popular 
all-around big game rifle cartridge of its era, and was 
widely regarded as suitable for all North American 
game, including bison. Remington Arms, I believe, 
specifically recommended the .45-70 as the top 
buffalo cartridge for use in their famous Rolling 
Block rifles. 

The .45-70 is based on a fat, rimmed, straight taper 
case measuring .500" at its base and .475" at its 
neck. The case is 2.105" long, and the military 
cartridge loaded by the Frankford Arsenal had an 
overall length of 2.73". The .45-70 uses .458" 
diameter bullets. 
.45-70 was a chambering offered in many famous 
rifles. These included not only the famous "Trapdoor" 
Springfield military rifles and carbines, but also 
rifles from Hotchkiss, Marlin, Remington, Sharps, 
Winchester, and other civilian companies. 
Commercial ammunition was available from most 
manufacturers. 
The most common .45-70 loads used 330, 350, 400, 
405, and 500 grain bullets. The heaviest bullets were 
the best choice for hunting buffalo. 
The 405 grain bullet was the weight chosen for use 
by the Army. The Frankford Arsenal began mass 
production of .45-70 cartridges in January of 1874. 
Frankford Arsenal cartridges were loaded with 
reduced charges of 55 grains of black powder (.45-
55-405) for use in cavalry carbines, and full charges 
of 70 grains of black powder (.45-70-405) for full 
length (and therefore heavier) infantry rifles. 55 
grains of musket powder gave a muzzle velocity 
(MV) of 1100 fps and 70 grain loads propelled a 405 
grain bullet at a MV of 1350 fps and ME around 1600 
ft. lbs. Period tests revealed that the 405 grain bullet 
penetrated 7.3" of white pine boards at a range of 
700 yards, but the cartridge's rainbow trajectory 
limited its point blank range to about 150 yards for 
man sized targets. 
Commercial .45-70 ammunition was loaded with 
bullets up to 500 grains in front of 70 grains of black 
powder (.45-70-500). These commercial loads 
proved to have superior penetration and killing 
power on large game. In 1882 Frankford Arsenal 
also began manufacturing a 500 grain bullet. The 
secret to the .45-70's success on very large game is 
the superior SD of its .458" bullets. 
 
        (More Calibres ……… next issue) 


