
ON TARGET 
	  

BULLET-IN   
RANGE OFFICERS have become an issue for BRAA of 
late, at least the shortage thereof. This problem has 
been addressed now with Paul McCarthy being 
appointed as BRAA’s official Range Officer Trainer. His 
appointment has been officially approved by SSAA who 
are encouraging RO training. As Paul is a SSAA RO, 
qualified for both longarms and handguns, he will 
develop and run a program to qualify six of our 
Members as SSAA ROs.  The program will use material 
developed by SSAA including instruction books for the 
theory /classroom part. 
This represents a change for SSAA who previously 
insisted that the Branch Trainer who, of course, was 
never there when you wanted him, trained all ROs.  
The result was a serious shortage of Trained ROs.  The 
new approach – allowing training to be carried out in 
house should fix that. 
Another interesting twist clarifies the position of an RO 
when visiting another Club.  Basically he has no 
authority unless invited to act as an RO by the club he 
is visiting.  It is a move intended to stop ROs from 
throwing their weight around!  The qualification is 
valid at other clubs, but only by invitation 
 

 
 
Good onya Paul. 

THE POSSE 
 

President:   Gary Vandersluis    Mail:   PO Box 700, Mona Vale NSW 2103 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Bill Sherman      Website:  www.buffalorifles.org.au   

Captain:   Jim Skyrm    Phone:   (02) 9997 5532 

Publicity:   Paul Radin    Email:  secretary@buffalorifles.org.au  

Committee:   Brendan Sforcina 

APERTURE           
A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT GARY 
For the last couple of years your committee has been 
giving thought as to how we might increase our 
membership and whilst the fact that we haven’t 
grown much doesn’t greatly concern us with a 
financial membership of about 50 we can only ever 
expect to have about 1/3rd attend each shoot. The 
truth is that we have a hard core of members who 
attend our shoots on a regular basis and another 
group who will attend if they don’t have to travel too 
far to do so.  

Not surprisingly those members who originally joined 
BRAA but didn’t join us on shoots for whatever 
reason have tended not to renew and we have also 
had a number of new members join who have tended 
to be more active and attend shoots. The group 
decision to become a Black powder only club has also 
cost us a few members but that was how the majority 
of members wanted it. All in all our membership 
numbers have not varied all that much since we were 
founded in 2009. 

One way for us to recruit members is to make use of 
the facilities of the SSAA with whom we are affiliated 
and insured. To that purpose Secretary Bill and I met 
with Barbara Mellham CEO of the NSW Branch 
recently to discuss changes to our Rules to make 
them more meaningful and also the possibility of 
Black Powder cartridge Rifle becoming a separate 
discipline. The possibility for this to happen in NSW 
initially seems good and we have started work on the 
necessary submissions. If a separate discipline can be 
achieved in NSW this will be a way for us to get more 
publicity and hopefully increase our membership. As 
a fallback we might be asked to join with another 
group with similar interests as a Long Range 
discipline. In the meantime we would like every one 
of our members to be a recruiting agent with people 
they meet shooting other matches. Get them to come 
along and try it out. Lets face it that was the way 
many of our members started out. 

Best wishes - Gary Vandersluis aka Chris Madsen 

Newsletter of the Buffalo Rifle Association of Australia    Issue 11 Nov.  2013 



SHOT TO BITZ 
 
Bugger! At the last minute the October Whiskey 
Shoot was cancelled – at least for black powder shooting 
anyway. With the considerable attention to bushfires of 
late it was certainly understandable that Barry, the 
property owner, decided that it was not a good idea to 
shoot BP. Not worth the risk in the conditions and it 
certainly would not make great press if “a bunch of 
Buffalo Hunters set the prairie on fire!” (so to speak).  

Bill was on site and managed to head off some of the 
would-be participants however some of us were well on 
our way and decided to press on to Cooyal to assist with 
range maintenance.  

The ‘main event’ became the arrival of the BRAA 
security container, which arrived by truck and was 
expertly placed on site behind the toilet block. This 
course of action was occasioned by the need to protect 
the BRAA assets since the bunkhouse is hardly ‘secure’ 
and therefore obtaining insurance was neigh on 
impossible. 

 

Now it’s possible to secure our mower, pump, new 
generator, new flags and other assorted assets, which 
are being dutifully recorded by Brendan who was also 
on site preparing the BRAA Asset Register. 
 

 
In time it is intended to erect a weather protection over 
the container, which itself is a BRAA asset. 

 

 
Jim and Brad were there too fixing targets, container 
locks etc. and it was great to see Pam and Kellie in 
attendance just itching to fulfill their roles as spotter 
and scorer – anyway, next time girls and great to see 
Pam back on her feet. Many thanks for that guys. 
 
 
Side Event 
 
With so few of us present, the ‘Swap Meet’ side event 
unfortunately became a ‘non-event’. Although a few 
bits and pieces did end up changing hands over the 
inevitable end of day ale (or two). 

We will do this again next year and I would encourage 
everyone to check their workshops, closets, under 
beds etc. for all those treasures that you have been 
hording that you will never use again and bring them 
along. Remember one man’s trash is another man’s 
treasure. 

Footnote 

I’m pleased to advise members that some renewed 
enthusiasm has emerged for getting the Cooyal 
bunkhouse and surrounds a bit more organized. Over 
the next few visits we intend to rationalize the 
crockery and cutlery and tidy up the place generally. 
Perhaps some new appliances in time will also help 
brighten up the appearance and cleanliness. 

Toe-note (?) 

If future shoots are at risk of being cancelled for BP 
shooting, (only in extreme weather conditions, I would 
think) it may be a good idea to bring along something 
to play with that uses smokeless powder, or catapults 
or bows & arrows, whatever? 

This will be largely taken care of by future side events 
but it doesn’t hurt to bring along an extra toy (or 2) 
anyway. 

 

 

Don’t miss the 
***Special Event*** 

 
COOYAL CENTENARY 
CELEBRATION SHOOT 

 
see over ……… 

 



ON THE LINE 
 
Note! The following dates and arrangements are 
subject to change from time to time depending on 
prevailing conditions etc. Every effort will be made by 
your Committee to advise any changes well prior to 
the event. It is also advisable to check this calendar 
with each issue of “On Target” 

 
CALENDAR 2013 

Nov. * 23/24 Cooyal CENTENARY CELEBRATION 
Dec. No Match 

 
CALENDAR 2014 

Jan. 25/26 Cooyal “B” 7,5,3+9 s/e LA 3 o/h 
Feb. 22/23 Cooyal “P” 6,4,2+8 s/e Pistol tba 
Mar. 22/23 Cooyal Quigley “B” Six Dist. tba 
April 20/21 Canberra “P” s/e SSAA Silhouette tbc 
May 24/25 Nioka Champagne s/e Shotgun Clays 
June 28/29 Cooyal “P” Silhouette s/e Q /Bucket 
July 26/27 Cooyal “P” 7,5,3+9 s/e Swap meet 
Aug. 23/24 Cooyal “B” 6,4,2+8 s/e R’fire (any cal) 
Sept. 27/28 Nioka B/Dixon+AGM  s/e LA 3 o/h 
Oct. 25/26 Cooyal “B” Buffalo s/e Shotgun Clays 
Nov. 22/23 Cooyal “B” 6,7,8+9 s/e Pistol tba 
Dec.  No match. 
 
Note! In each match; 

• “B” means shot on buffalo plate 
• “P” means shot on paper targets 
• the ‘numbers’ are (hundred) yards. 
• the match will be shot in that order 
• ‘+’ separates Sat & Sun 
• “s/e” means side event (duh!).  

 
Don’t miss this 

***Special Event*** 
 

COOYAL CENTENARY 
CELEBRATION SHOOT 

 
SATURDAY 23rd – Buffalo Shoot 
 
Starting at 9:00am the first event will be 600yd 
followed by 400yd off sticks and then 200yd off-hand. 
Depending on number of shooters and time, we may 
have a fourth event at 500 yds. The shoot will be run 
on the usual Whiskey Shoot Rules and the cost of the 
match will be $20.00. As this is a one-day match, a 
prize will be given for first place only. 
The Sunday Rifle Shooters may also join us for 
practice late on Sat. arvo. so last minute changes to 
the events may be necessary. It would be good to 
share our BPC rifles should some of the rifle shooters 
show any interest. 
 
A cooked breakfast and lunch will be available on the 
range for $5 each on Sat and breakfast only on Sun. 
(see further info. for Sunday lunch). If arriving on 
Friday you will need to bring your own lunch and 
dinner will be available at the Cooyal Pub on Friday 
night. 

 
Camping and bunkhouse facilities are free on the 
range. The Cooyal Pub (Ph. 6373 5353) offers a 
range of accommodation and Yarrawonga Cedar 
Cottages are close by yarrawongacottages.com.au. 
There are many other alternative ‘digs’ in the 
Mudgee area.  

 On SATURDAY EVENING the Cooyal Rifle Club 
members will put on a BBQ for all, with food and 
drinks at a nominal cost. Exaggerated truths and 
tall stories should be the order of proceedings. 
 
This is your chance to build the strength of your club 
and meet fellow shooters. Don’t miss this valuable 
opportunity to show other shooters what BPC is all 
about. It will be great fun and we may even learn a 
thing or two. 
 
SUNDAY 24th – Rifle Shoot 
 
On Sunday the Cooyal Rifle Club will host a match 
for military style or hunting rifles. The match 
comprises  2 x 500 yds and 1 x 600 yds events and 
we are all invited to attend. The cost is $30 (t.b.c.) 
and a special ‘flyer’ with more details, will be sent to 
those wishing to participate prior to the event. are 
many alternative ‘digs’ in the Mudgee area. 

 
NOTE! For catering purposes it is essential to 
advise any one of the Committee Members of your 
attendance at either one or both matches at least a 
week prior to any event. No advice – no meals!  

 

CLASSIFIEDS (No advertising fee) 
Please note firearms and firearm components must 
be transferred through licensed firearm dealers or 
NSW Police. These classifieds are intended for 
information only. Should you have any interest in 
any advertisement please contact the Publicity 
Officer (aka me): paul@shasam.net and I will put you 
in touch with the other party. 

For Sale 
1. Colt Lightening in 44-40 Cal. Carbine 

manufactured 1887 in good condition. 
$1,500. 

Wanted to Buy 
1. Marlin in 22LR (Model 92a?)  
2. Remington Rolling block, action or beat up 

rifle, preferably a Swedish 1889 in 8x58rd or 
an Egyption contract rifle. 

3. Tang sight with windage – any kind. 
4. Globe front sight – any kind. 
5. Screw or rack & pinion press – any size 

considered. 



	   BISON TALES 
 
CAST- asides                    Part 4 - Moulds cont. 
We are into the warmer months now and personally 
I’m not a big fan of standing over a lead pot running at 
770 to 800 degrees F when the ambient temperature 
is already 35 C. However, its still a good time to read 
about it whilst sipping on a beer or ice cold G & T! 

Some calibers are well catered to when it comes to 
bullet moulds. Weights and styles of all kinds abound 
for the 45 calibres whilst 40 calibres less so until you 
look into custom moulds. 50 calbres are even less well 
represented in general. Everyone has their own take 
on what is needed. Good lube grooves are important in 
a black powder mould especially, even if you intend to 
wipe between shots.  Good lube distribution assists 
with fouling control but ultimately it is there to 
prevent leading in a grease groove bullet. As a sideline 
if you are shooting paper patch bullets, then leading is 
or should be a ‘non issue’ as there is little or no 
contact of the lead direct with the bore. Fouling will 
remain an issue though and hence lube wads or 
cookies can be used or wiping between shots adopted.  

Some makers offer two cavity moulds but I have found 
this fairly hard to deal with using the ladle pour 
method that I prefer. Fine for smaller bullets and 
bottom pour pots but not so the long 1.3 – 1.5” long 
monsters that most of us are sending down range.  My 
preference is to stay with a single cavity mould . With 
the mix up to temperature and the mould preheated, 
your number of initial discards should be well 
reduced.  

The very tip or nose of a bullet is referred to as the 
meplat.  For long range and target work, these meplat 
are generally rounded or have a radius. Large flat tips 
are good for hunting, where impact and wound 
channels are needed but have little place on a long-
range projectile.  A small flat meplat of around 0.18 to 
0.2” in a .45 calibre bullet however appears to make 
little difference to the its long range capabilities as 
opposed to a round nose.  Remember the bullet is 
steered from its base and its essential to get good ‘fill 
out’ in your mould and a sharp base and driving 
bands.  The sharpest looking nose wont help if your 
bands are uneven and your base hasn’t filled out 
sharply to its edges. 

When researching a mould, try not to reinvent the 
wheel.  Remember there isn’t a lot that hasn’t been 
done or tried before.  Commercial moulds can be very 
successful but ultimately made to fit every gun of that 
calibre just the same as commercially manufactured.           
Another aspect I’ve been experimenting with recently 
is having a reduced forward driving band. This has 
allowed me to seat a bullet a little further out of the 
case. The two goals were to be able to finger seat the 
cartridge and have the forward band ‘engrave’ the 
lands and allow me to extend the case volume in a 
40/70 SS.  Without undue compression I had been 
unable to load any more than 66 grains of powder and 
seat a Lyman Snover projectile. Now I’m able to load 
up to 72 grains of powder with a bullet that is 10 
grains heavier and seat it into the rifling. ammunition 
is made to general tolerances. The leading I was 
experiencing has also disappeared.   

 

This is just one example of tuning a mould to suit a 
rifle and cartridge and ‘touch wood’ …appears to be 
working.  

Cartridges like the smaller 40’s and the 45/70 can 
sometimes benefit from a few more fps or a heavier 
bullet. This can’t be done with the standard grease 
groove bullets available but can with some custom 
moulds and indeed several on the Buffalo Arms site 
allow for a couple of grease grooves exposed.   Less 
bullet jump from case to the lands is not always a 
guarantee for better accuracy but it’s a good place to 
start and can reduce leading if you’ve had that issue 
at all.    

See you when the sights are down ………….. J.B. 

GUNSMITH Last month we told you that we 
would bring you the final pics from Kodiaks press 
mods. 

 
 

Assembling the Unit 
 

    
 
       Placing the Slug  Raise the Ram 
 

  
 
         Lower the Ram   The Finished Bullet 


