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ON TARGET 
	  

BULLET-IN 
CORRECTION: 
Please note that, in the previous issue of ‘On Target’  
the advertised date in September for the Billy Dixon 
and BRAA  AGM was wrong! The correct date is 20 & 
21 September. 

 
The English 
On a train from London to Manchester to watch the cricket, 
an Australian was berating the Englishman sitting across 
from him in the compartment. !"You English are too stuffy. ! 
You set yourselves apart too much. ! You think your stiff 
upper lip makes you above the rest of us. !  

Look at me. … I'm ME! … I have Italian blood, Greek blood, a 
little Irish blood, and some Aboriginal blood. What do you 
say to that? 
" !The Englishman replied, "Awfully sporting of your Mother, 
old chap!" 

Italian funeral 
A Jewish man was leaving a convenience store with his 
espresso when he noticed a most unusual Italian funeral 
procession approaching the nearby cemetery. A black 
hearse was followed by a second black hearse about 50 feet 
behind the first one. Behind the second hearse was a 
solitary Italian man walking a dog on a leash. Behind him, a 
short distance back, were about 200 men walking single 
file. 
The man couldn't stand the curiosity. He respectfully 
approached the Italian man walking the dog and said: 
"I am so sorry for your loss, and this may be a bad time to 
disturb you, but I've never seen an Italian funeral like this. 
Whose funeral is it?" 
"My wife's." 
''What happened to her?" 
"She yelled at me and my dog attacked and killed her." 
He inquired further, "But who is in the second hearse?" 
The Italian man answered, "My mother-in-law. She was 
trying to help my wife when the dog turned on her." 
A very poignant and touching moment of Jewish and 
Italian brotherhood and silence passed between the two 
men. 
The Jewish man then asked "Can I borrow the dog? 
The Italian man replied, "Get in line." 
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APERTURE  
 
Only two Aussies made it to Montana for the annual 
Matthew Quigley Buffalo Rifle Match in June this year. 

Gary tells the story in ‘Shot to Bitz’. 

 

      Gary’s Range Truck            Gavin’s Reloading Bench  

It’s not the same as being there, but there's a link to a few 
photos from a photographer who was there for the 
weekend. bjlanesimages.com	   It’s well worth a look and if 
you look hard you’ll find both our guys there. 
 
There’s a few more who are planning to be in next year’s 
contingent, here’s hoping for a good Aussie showing for that 
event. There’s a special category for International shooters 
too. 
Well, over to Gary for the report, but I did hear one little 
anecdote from a very re-‘lie’-able source. It seems that Gary 
got 3, possibly 4, straight hits …………… on a porcupine! Yes, 
the Australian 'hit squad', travelled seven and half 
thousand miles to take out a North American porcupine just 
off the bridge leading into Forsyth. It wasn’t quite clear 
what he'd hit till the next morning when my ‘source’ was 
pulling porcupine quills out from the rear tyre on the hire 
car! Poor little bugger. Not nice Gary! 

Also don’t miss the July Cooyal Shoot and cook-out 
on the range. We have a great weekend planned 
including a genuine home grown American Bison 
roast.  
Full details in ‘On the Line’  
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SHOT TO BITZ 
 
June Silhouette Shoot at Cooyal 
 
Clear, but cool, conditions greeted me on arrival at Cooyal 
Range on Friday afternoon. Planning to shoot from the 600 
mound, we ‘ranged’ some distances, mowed some patches 
and set up Dan’s targets for the metallic silhouette.  
 

 
 
As you would expect it turned quite cold in the evening so 
the pot-belly stove was charged up and the usual chat over 
an ale ensued before hitting the pub for dinner. 
 
After the usual expertly cooked bacon and eggs, Saturday 
morning saw clear skies and little or no breeze – perfect 
shooting conditions and we set about sighting in our rifles 
for the different targets. 
 
The first thing you notice is how small these things are; 
especially the ‘rams’ at 500 metres. And the ‘chickens’ (off-
hand) at 300 metres – well, just forget it! Then a stiff 
westerly breeze came up about the time we stopped for 
lunch. I was beginning to wish I had brought the John 
Bodine instead of the Buffalo Classic, which was performing 
quite well prior to the wind coming up. Bugger! 
 
Dan’s targets were well set up with a white and a black side 
so that, depending on available light and ground conditions, 
you could turn them to suit. We were expecting 8 shooters 
but 5 turned out for the event, a bit disappointing for Dan 
after bringing all his targets so far. 
 
Even with pretty good sight settings, doing battle with the 
increasing wind and very cold conditions took it’s toll on the 
scores. With ‘windage’ wound off the clock, Kentucky 
windage also needed to be employed. 

Without dwelling on the scores, suffice to say Bill top scored 
followed by Paul Mc, next were Paul R & Dan and Brendan. 
A point or two only separated the shooters. 

This is an event that we should have again on our calendar; 
it’s entertaining, challenging and quite different to our 
normal shoots and just plain fun. 

 

Matthew Quigley Shoot - Montana USA 
From Gary Vandersluis 
 
Only Gavin Dignam and I were able to attend this years 
Mathew Quigley Buffalo Rifle Match in Forsyth Montana. 
The Quigley is the defacto World Championship of Buffalo 
Rifle Gong shoots and is just the biggest hoot to attend not 
just because of the 615 people who attended this year but 
because the location of the shoot at the AG Lee Ranch is on 
a plain where the wind blows incessantly and the only 
variables are how hard it blows and in what direction 
making what might otherwise be a fairly easy shoot quite 
challenging especially as there are no practice shots 
during the match. 

Gavin picked me up at Billings Airport on Monday the 9th 
June and after the obligatory and expensive visit to 
Cabellas Sports Store we drove the 100 miles to Forsyth. 
We had accommodation at the Sundowner Motor Inn 
where the Aussies have stayed for the last 6 years that we 
have been attending. 

Tuesday Morning we picked up our gear and my gun from 
Buz Cokers home. Buz is the Match Director and a true 
friend to the Aussies who attend Quigley. Over the years 
we have deposited more and more gear in his garage to the 
point where it is becoming embarrassing. This year Gavin 
had a stack of new loading equipment waiting for him at 
Buz’s. Once back at the Motel he proceeded to turn our 
motel Room into a loading room complete with everything 
necessary to reload Black Powder Ammunition. The 
Weather wasn’t all that good and we decided to stay in the 
room for most of the day driving out to the range in the 
afternoon to see how things were going and get in early to 
the few vendors who had already set up. 

  
Wednesday morning it was wet and cold and we received a 
call from Buz telling us not to go to the range until the 
afternoon as there was no access to the range.  We arrived 
at the range after lunch as the storm had passed and were 
able to practice on the 350, 417, and 405 yd distances 
Gavin was shooting his new 44-77 Shiloh Sharps and I was 
trying to get sight settings for my Pedersoli Quigley rifle 
with a new Sight. The wind increased steadily during the 
afternoon and by the time we reached the 405 yard range I 
had 10 minutes of Windage. We were both reasonably 
happy with our results and returned to the Motel for 
Dinner at our favourite diner “Fitzgeralds” 

Thursday was cold and  dry but with a strong wind from 
the opposite direction and we were able to get sight 
settings  for the 530, 600, and 805yd distances. It took me 
a long time to get the 805 setting and by the time we had 
finished we both had 12 practice rounds left which we used 
up on Friday morning refining our longer distance sight 
settings. The rest of the day was spent in squadding then 
more time at the vendor row. 

…………...... Continued in ‘Buffalo Tales’ Page 4 ………….……… 
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ON THE LINE 
 
Note! The following dates and arrangements are subject 
to change from time to time depending on prevailing 
conditions etc. Every effort will be made by your 
Committee to advise any changes well prior to the event. 
It is also advisable to check this calendar with each issue 
of “On Target” 
 

CALENDAR 2014 
Jan. 25/26 Cooyal “B” 7,5,3+9 s/e LA 3 o/h  
Feb. 22/23 Cooyal “P” 6,4,2+8 s/e Pistol tba 
Mar. 22/23 Cooyal Quigley “B” Six Dist. tba (no side 
event) 
April 20/21 Canberra “P” s/e SSAA Silhouette tbc 
May 24/25 Nioka Champagne s/e Shotgun Clays 
June 28/29 Cooyal  Silhouette s/e Q /Bucket 
July 26/27 Cooyal “P” 7,5,3+9 s/e Swap meet 
Aug. 23/24 Cooyal “B” 6,4,2+8 s/e R’fire (any cal) 
Sept. 20/21 Nioka B/Dixon+AGM  s/e LA 3 o/h 
Oct. 25/26 TBA  
Nov. 22/23 Cooyal “B” 6,7,8+9 s/e Pistol tba 
Dec.  No match. 
 
Note! In each match; 

• “B” means shot on buffalo plate 
• “P” means shot on paper targets 
• the ‘numbers’ are (hundred) yards. 
• the match will be shot in that order 
• ‘+’ separates Sat & Sun 
• “s/e” means side event (duh!).  

 
The July shoot is at Cooyal again, but we will be shooting on 
paper targets on our lifting frames. This should be similar to 
the Federal Shoot at Canberra with distances of 900, 700, 
500, and 300 yds – the latter being shot off-hand. 

 

 
 
The white frame is 1600mm square for a 3-point target hit, 
the blue 600mm square earns 5 points and the orange ‘bull’, 
a measly, 150mm diameter, but gets you 10 points. 
The shoot will commence about 9-30am on Saturday 26th 
July and finish at about lunchtime on Sunday. The first 
shoot on Saturday will be from 700 yds, followed by 500 yds 
and finishing with the off-hand at 300 yds. Sunday again 
kicks off at 9:30 for the 900 yd shoot.  
The cost of this shoot will be $30.00 which includes both 
days range fees, target paint, and prizes. 
 
As usual breakfast and lunch will be available on the range 
for a cost of $5 each. 

 
 
**SATURDAY NIGHT BUFFALO ROAST** 
Are you, kind of ‘over’ pub food for a while? This month’s 
special is a Buffalo Roast at the COOYAL RANGE 
BUNKHOUSE. Genuine American Bison Rump with a 
generous helping of prairie potatoes and fresh garden 
veggies. This is not a joke – it’s real! 
 
The buffalo meat is supplied by Steve Tolmie of Sandy 
Valley Bison in Dubbo, NSW. 
 
Cost of the dinner will be $10 and it will surely rival the 
pub as excellent cuisine. Dessert too but it’s a BYO for 
beverage, I would recommend a good shiraz. 
 
It is essential to contact Bill Sherman or any committee 
member to advise your attendance and meal requirements 
on bsher40@bigpond.com  or 0418 257 330 

SIDE EVENT 

Swap Meet (and junk sale) – July Shoot 

As scheduled we will have a swap meet over the weekend 
starting Friday 25th afternoon and finishing at the close of 
play on Sunday 27th. So bring along all that stuff that you 
have been tripping over in the shed. It’s amazing what will  
sell so bring it along, it doesn’t have to be shooting related, 
camping gear, tools, bric-a-brac, badges, curios – anything 
at all. One man’s trash is another man’s treasure.  

Quigley Bucket 

The Quigley Bucket Shoot that was planned for the last 
shoot was abandoned due to poor response and foul 
weather. Consequently it is now shifted to this July event. 
The event will consist of a shot at a wooden bucket like the 
one in the well-known Quigley movie. 

If time and daylight permits, we will conduct the event on 
Saturday afternoon. If not we will have it after the 900 yd 
event on Sunday. 

As previously agreed there will be one (1) shot, offhand at 
about 350 yards. The bucket should be on the ground as in 
the movie. We will draw lots to decide the order of the 
shoot and once it is hit, that’s the end of the event. Bad 
luck for those who draw their turn late in the match. 

The winner gets a smashed bucket and has bragging rights 
till the next one. He/she will also have their name 
inscribed on the permanent ‘Bucket’ trophy, which will be 
kept in the clubhouse and if it gets hit too soon in the 
match we will get a smaller bucket for next time!!   

Coming Up 
 

! Most important is the Billy Dixon Match at 
Nioka 20 & 21 September . This match is our 
signature shoot and also the venue for our BRAA 
AGM and all should be present if possible. The 
range has excellent facilities and the Miegel’s 
catering is splendid. ………….. Put it in your 
diaries now. 

 
! The next Sydney Gun & Knife Show in at Penrith 

Panthers Club,  Mulgoa Rd Penrith on 9-10th 
August. 
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BISON TALES – Quigley Montana continued 
 
We arrived early at the range on Saturday for the Shooters 
Briefing during which it was announced that a storm was 
expected and the shooting would be delayed until it passed so 
we spent the next three hours waiting in the car while it 
rained and ‘vendor’ shopping during the breaks. The match 
commenced after lunch and we started on the 530yd target. I 
was reasonably happy with a 5 from 8 and Gavin equally so 
with a 6. Next up was the 405yd diamond where I had a 4 and 
Gavin a 7 and on our last shoot on the 417yd ‘postage stamp’ 
I was ecstatic with a 7 and Gavin less happy with a 6. My only 
miss was my first shot and if I had remembered to 
compensate for a clean barrel I might well have had a 
“straight 8” . We finished the first day very happy with our 
results in my case better than my total for the whole match 
last year. 

 
The Sunday dawned overcast and dry and was predicted to 
warm up later on. Our Group started on the offhand 350yd 
target in fairly strong winds. I was first to shoot in our group 
and loaded my rifle took aim and realised the falling block 
had dropped and my bullet was on the ground. Broken Lever 
Spring!!. Last year same position it was a broken Firing Pin. I 
was about to forfeit when Kirk Christenson a Police Officer 
from Nebraska with whom we have become friendly ran over 
with his rifle and 8 rounds of Smokeless Ammunition. His 
front sight insert really didn’t suit me  and I was pleased to 
get one hit on what is the toughest distance at Quigley. Gavin 
also had a lousy shoot also scoring a 1. Once I had completed 
my shoot I charged off looking for a replacement spring but 
notwithstanding a lot of help I could not obtain one. A special 
thanks to Robert Bryan from Shiloh Sharps who 
notwithstanding I was shooting a Pedersoli unsuccessfully 
tried to modify a Shiloh Lever spring to fit. 

I didn’t want to forfeit the rest of the match so was able to use 
three rubber bands to hold the lever in place whilst I shot the 
next two distances. In increasing wind conditions we shot the 
805yd where I had a 2 with 20 minutes of windage on  and 
Gavin a 4 then on our last distance 600yds I had a 3 and 
Gavin a 2 for total scores of 22 for me and 26 for Gavin. Day 2 
of the match was very disappointing after our good results on 
day 1. 

The presentation took place very late in the afternoon in 
blazing sunshine but unfortunately neither of us won the 
Shiloh give away gun nor the Pedersoli  but Gavin did win a 
shooters Prize of a bottle of Hot Sauce, but that’s another 
story.  

Be there next year! ……………………. Gary 

 
GUNSMITH  
 
How to Make Black Powder – Part 2 
 
In part one of this article we discussed the process of making 
charcoal. In this part we show how black powder is made. 

To process the  an inexpensive rock Tumbler (ball Mill) and a 
couple of hundred Round ball or round sinkers. You will also 
need to make up a simple square timber frame two inches 
deep to which you will staple a piece of 16 grade wire mesh 
This mesh has 16 holes to the linear inch and is available 
from hardware stores. A larger mesh will make a different 
grade of Powder It will also help if you can borrow the wifes 
coffee grinder after assuring her it will be returned without 
damage. 

It is recommended that the process of making your Black is 
done outside in a non windy area and it is essential that you 
wear a mask while you are making your powder. Smoking or 
any kind of flame is forbidden! 

Now take your smashed up Charcoal and place it in the rock 
tumbler with a couple of hundred lead balls and tumble it for 
3 hours. What will result will be a fine almost talcum like 
powder. Seperate the lead balls fromthe powder and place 
the powder in a sieve and shake it Any Powder left in the 
sieve should be tumbled until it too will pass through the 
sieve.  

Black Powder comprises 75% Potassium Nitrate 10% sulphur 
and 15% charcoal by WEIGHT so to make 100 grams of Black 
powder you will need 75grams of Potassium Nitrate 10 
grams of Sulphur and 15grams of charcoal by WEIGHT for a 
200gram mix double these quantities etc.  

The ingredients should now be placed back in the Ball Mill 
(Tumbler) and for a further 8 hours. After 8 hours add  5% 
by weight of Dextrin (oven roasted corn starch) The dextrin 
which usually comes in “pearls” should be ground up in the 
coffee grinder before being added then continue tumbling for 
a further 20 minutes . 

Now separate the powder from the balls in a strainer over a 
flat based container, a Cake Tray is perfect. What you now 
have is Gun Meal. Now using a mist sprayer wet the Gun 
meal gently using an old credit card or similar to move it 
about in the tray. It must not be a saturated sludge just moist 
enough to clump together. Once satisfied place your mesh 
screen over a couple of sheets of newspaper and take a 
handful of the moist gun meal and squeeze it tightly to 
remove any surplus water then rub it on the mesh rolling it 
back and forwards so that it falls through onto the paper. Use 
all of the screen to avoid clogging it. Repeat this process until 
all of the moist gun meal has been pushed through the 
screen. What you now have is pelletised Black Powder. This 
should be allowed to dry using a fan and the credit card to 
move it about. Once dry store the Black powder safely. 

In Australia you may have trouble  obtaining Potassium 
Nitrate although it may be available through Nurserys or 
possibly Bunnings as a product called Stump Remover. You 
should check your state regulations as to the right to possess 
Potassium Nitrate in any form. 

 ….......………. Chris Madsen 
 
NOTE! This article is for information only. The 
manufacture of black powder (‘gunpowder’) can be 
extremely dangerous. BRAA and its officers do not 
recommend any member or reader attempting to 
manufacture their own black powder. 


