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ON TARGET 
	  

 

BULLET-IN 
 

! BRAA committee member Brendan is recovering well 
(though a bit slower than he would have liked) from his 
knee operation and is now recuperating at home. Get that 
knee working Brendan and hope to see you back on the 
range again soon. 

 
 

! Don’t forget, Canberra is on again this Easter Weekend 
5th and 6th of April. This, of course is in lieu of a ‘late’ March 
monthly shoot. Starting at 1000 yds, Easter Sunday and 
Monday will see 4 or five distances shot depending on 
available time. You won’t get better shooting for $50 a head. 
Bunkhouse accommodation is also available at reasonable 
rates. We are also trying to arrange a metallic silhouette 
shoot for the Saturday arvo on the MS range next door. 
Don’t miss it! 

 

CLASSIFIEDS (Reply to Editor) 
 

For Sale (All at very reasonable prices) 
! Parker Hale Volunteer in .451" 
! Pedersoli Rolling-block in 40-65 WCF, with reloading 

dies and case forming die. 
! Armi Sports Sharps in 45-70 
! Lee 1000 progressive press, minor parts missing. 

 
! Paul (Rusty Nail) McCarthy has 150 new Starline 

cases in 45-90 for sale at $1:80 each. Contact him 
direct if you know how or just get in touch with me. 

 
Wanted 
! 20-60 x 80 Power spotting scope. 

 
 

 

APERTURE 
2015 
 
Well here we are again, a brand new year, hopefully with 
lots of good shooting ahead of us. I trust everyone had a 
pleasant and safe festive season and are embracing the 
2015 year with renewed vigor. I hope Santa was good to 
you and brought you new toys to enjoy on the range. 
 
2015 promises to be a great year for BRAA. Your 
committee has worked towards a better mix of matches, 
side events and a more interesting mix of guns, calibres, 
targets, propellants and people. 
 
It is clear that too narrow a focus causes loss of interest and 
fails to attract participants. In order that your shooting 
club survives and grows, we need to make it more 
interesting to attract new and old members alike to our 
shoots. Shooting is all about fun, but ‘serious’ fun, new faces 
make for more competition and friendships. 
 
One of the main challenges to our particular sport is the 
distances that we like to shoot. And as you all well know the 
longer ranges are generally preferred, however the 
downside is the distances one has to travel to find a range 
of appropriate length. We are constantly searching for such 
shooting ranges and would welcome suggestions from the 
membership on possible locations that we can explore. 
 
Additionally, most of us belong to other clubs, be they of 
similar or totally different disciplines. Talk to your club 
members about BRAA and encourage them to come along to 
one of our matches. Ultimately they also might like to 
become BRAA shooters and join us on the range. 
…………………………………………………………….. S/f 
 

 
 

The Quigley Bucket – knock it off late April at Cooyal 
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SHOT TO BITZ 
 
COOYAL IN JANUARY   
 
The COOYAL JANUARY SHOOT started out wet on Friday, 
which delayed ‘set-up’ a bit, however the weather improved 
for Saturday. The scheduled shoot was 700, 500, 300 and 
900 in that order.  
 
Six shooters turned up for the match; Gary, Jim, Brad and 
Andrew (Quigley) and Kristy (Plinky) - (welcome back) and 
it was good to see Mike (Kodiak) back too after a bit of a 
break. Unfortunately Plinky was unable to participate on 
Saturday, which meant that there were five shooters on the 
day. Not a great showing but being January a lot of people 
are committed elsewhere. But Kellie was there to spot and 
score – many thanks as always, Kellie.  
In any case, all had a good time. 
 

 
Always keep your Spotter cool. 

 
On the 700 yd line Andrew scooped the pool with a 
creditable 38 points (been practicing huh!), closely followed 
by Jim on 35. Mike was third on 28 points and this proved 
to be the setting for the match as the final results show.  
 
Next came the 500 yd event and Jim jumped ahead of 
Andrew with 38 and 36 respectively and Mike was just 
behind on 35, Gary on 31 and Brad on 29, very close scores 
indeed.  
 
The 300 yd off-hand usually sorts ‘em out and Brad showed 
the way with 28 points. The others were all still there in the 
mid-high 20’s , again very close scores. 
 

 

 
 
Due to the small number of participants, it was unanimously 
decided to forego the scheduled muzzleloader side event and 
shoot the Sunday 900 yd event on the Saturday afternoon. 
 
Despite a little shade on the line and failing light Mike 
showed them the way with a score of 18 and with three 
others on 15 points, scoring was again very tight. 
 

 
 
Final results are tabulated below. Andrew took the 
‘bragging rights’ home from Jim, but only just. 
 

JANUARY RESULTS 
 

POSN.  NAME 
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TOTAL 

1st Andrew 38 36 23 15 112 

2nd Jim 35 38 23 15 111 

3rd Mike 28 35 27 18 108 

3rd Gary 25 31 24 15 95 

5th Brad 26 29 28 3 86 

       

       
 
Some decamped for home on Saturday afternoon and some 
stayed on for practice and fun shooting on Sunday.  
 
I wish I had been there. 
 

SIDE EVENT 
As mentioned the muzzle loader side event was postponed 
till another day to be advised in the next issue. 
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ON THE LINE 
 
Note! The following dates and arrangements are subject 
to change from time to time depending on prevailing 
conditions etc. Every effort will be made by your 
Committee to advise any changes well prior to the event. 
It is also advisable to check this calendar with each issue 
of “On Target” 

CALENDAR 2015 
Jan. 24/25 Cooyal “B” 7,5,3+9 s/e Muzzle Loaders 
Feb. 21/22 Cooyal “P” 8,6,4+10 s/e Shotgun 
April 5/6 Canberra “P” s/e (4th) SSAA Silhouette tbc 
April 25/26 Cooyal “B” Mini Quigley s/e Quigley Bucket 
May  23/24 Nioka   “B” ‘Champagne Shoot’ s/e .22 rifle 
June 27/28 Cooyal  “P” 7,6,4+10 s/e Lever Rifle 
July 25/26 Cooyal  “P” 6,5,4+7 s/e Shotgun 
Aug. 22/23 Cooyal “B” 8,6,3+10 s/e Lever Rifle 
Sept. 19/20 Nioka    Billy Dixon+AGM  s/e .22 rifle 
Oct. 24/25 Cooyal “P” 8,7,6+9 s/e Pistol tba 
Nov. 28/29 Cooyal “B” 6,5,3+9 s/e Shotgun 
Dec.  No match. 
 
Note! In each match; 

• “B” means shot on buffalo plate 
• “P” means shot on paper targets 
• the ‘numbers’ are (hundred) yards. 
• the match will be shot in that order 
• ‘+’ separates Sat & Sun 
• “s/e” means side event (duh!).  

 
FEBRUARY SHOOT at COOYAL 
Come along to Cooyal on February 21st and 22nd for the 
next shoot. Shooters will be welcome from about midday on 
Friday 21st. 
 
SET-UP & PRACTICE 
Generally people start arriving early afternoon on Friday. 
There is always plenty to do in setting up the range for the 
weekend shoot and any assistance would be greatly 
appreciated by those (very) few who always seem to be the 
ones setting up. As soon as we are set-up, un-official practice 
can begin providing the usual range safety rules are 
observed and there is more than one person on the firing 
line. 
 
LOCATION 
Who doesn’t know where Cooyal is ??? If you don’t, you 
should bloody well be ashamed of yourself! If you get this 
newsletter monthly then WHY haven’t you been to one of 
our shoots??? No excuses, come along and have some fun – 
that’s what we’re here for, shoot smokeless if you like. 
 
COSTS 
As in the past the cost for the shoot will be $30 covering the 
range fees, targets, paint, and other sundry items required 
to maintain the facility. Meals will be catered for at $5 each 
for a hot breakfast and/or lunch. The evening meal on 
Friday will be taken at the pub. Saturday night the 22nd   
may well be a dinner on the range or back to the pub. This 
will be decided and advised in February prior to the match. 
 
RULES 
As advised in an earlier edition of the newsletter, SSAA 
sanctioned Match Rules are now available on the BRAA 
website. If you do not have access to the internet then please 
contact a Committee member who will endeavor to provide a 
hard copy by post. 
 
 
 

 
 
ACCOMMODATION 
Usual accommodation is on the range; bunkhouse, camping, 
caravanning, etc. Also the Cooyal Pub Ph. 6373 5353 offers 
a range of accommodation and Yarrawonga Cedar Cottages 
are close by yarrawongacottages.com.au. There are many 
other alternative ‘digs’ in the Mudgee area. 

 

 
 
 
THE MATCH 
On Saturday starting about 9:00 we will shoot from 800 yds, 
followed by 600 yds both off sticks and finally 400 yds off-
hand. On Sunday, starting about 9:00 we will shoot 1000 
yds. Shooters are welcome to shoot only on the Saturday (8, 
6 & 4) if they wish as 1000 yds on Sunday may be beyond 
reach for some rifles. 
 
All distances will be shot on the “P”, paper targets, one or 
two depending on the number of participants. Being a ‘paper 
shoot’, scoring will be done from the butts and fall of shot 
will be called from the shooting line by spotters and 
confirmed (if possible) by the scorers at the targets.. 
 

 
 
 
SIDE EVENT 
In February at Cooyal we will have a side event for 
shotguns. We will be shooting clays at the top end of the 
range. It doesn’t have to be a match competitive over and 
under, anything will do. So if you have a shottie, bring it 
along for some additional fun after the main shoot on 
Saturday afternoon.  
Not to worry if you don’t have a shotgun, I’m sure that those 
who do will be happy to assist for the event. 

 



	   4	  

	    
BISON TALES   

Great Buffalo Hunters of the old West 
#4 George Aiken 

George Aiken was one of the Survivors of the Battle of 
Adobe Walls in 1874. He worked for Charles Rath and helped 
build Raths store where much of the Battle took place.  

After returning to Dodge City he remained in Raths employ 
building Rath (Reynolds) City the Buffalo Hide buying 
outpost on the Double Mountain Fork of the Brazos River.  

George ran the Restaurant and Saloon which was part of the 
store. After the Battle of Yellow House Canyon  where  170 
Kwahadi Commanche warriors attacked 48 Hunters in a 
running battle, the Hunters returned to Rath City where 
George was feted by the following poem written by an 
unknown Hunter. 

“Address” 

“To the Hunters after the 90 day scout” 

And now perhaps my readers will think it strange 

That we find it more difficult far, 

To skin twenty buffalo out on the range 

Than Standing in Aikens Bar 

 

Now Bully George Aiken, his heart is the best 

It is 20 degrees overproof 

I must add that his malt is exempt from that fault, 

Having tested it under his roof. 

After the Buffalo were gone George was a freighter  moving 
Raths merchandise to various other locations, one of these 
was Hide Town later to become Sweetwater by the time of 
Georges arrival there were already three saloons and his 
became the fourth. He continued to carry freight for Charles 
Rath and built up a very big enterprise carrying freight and 
needed supplies from Dodge City. 

When his Saloon business failed he continued carrying 
freight for Charles Rath and then became the wagonmaster 
of Raths Wagon Trains. For a while he was also deputy 
Sherrif of the Town of Mobeetie. Little is known of his later 
life……… CM 

 

Rare Picture of CM on the Range 

 

 

   
 

GUNSMITH  
 
HARDNESS TESTER 

Shooters can invest a lot of money in hardness testers to 
check their bullet alloys, or they can use this cheap lead 
pencil test as per the following; 

Here you go – as discussed, the ‘cheap bastards’ hardness 
tester tables show a comparison ‘pencil v’s lead’ hardness, 
using GOOD QUALITY lead pencils  ( Staedler is the 
preferred brand for consistent hardness) 

Also included below is  more info about the actual technique. 

Look up hardness tester on You Tube as well, as there is a 
special way to set up the pencil, as per the attached 
document “the test surface” 

 

The TEST SURFACE needs to be flat and smooth.  
 

1. Select the hardest lead in mechanical pencil, or 
wooden pencil. 

2. In the case of wood pencils, remove approximately 
3/16 to 1/4" (5 to 6mm) of wood from the pencil tip 
using a pencil sharpener. File or sand the tip until a 
flat, smooth and circular cross section is obtained, 
free of chips or nicks on the edge of the cross 
section. 

 Mechanical or “clutch” pencil 

3. Hold the dressed pencil until it rests 45 degrees on 
the substrate.  

4. Push it forward approximately 1/4 - 1/2" (6 - 
12mm).  

5. Examine the surface for indentation or scratching. 
Continue the process until a pencil/lead is found 
that will neither cut through nor scratch the 
surface. 

 
The above was provided by Andrew ‘Quigly’ …………. Ed 


