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ON TARGET

Newsletter of the Buffalo Rifle Association of Australia Issue 29 – Sept 2015

APERTURE – Point of View
New Year for BRAA
The recent 15th annual Billy Dixon Black Powder
Cartridge Shoot and BRAA AGM were, as always, very
entertaining and a huge success. It is our signature shoot
and has been held at the Nioka Range near Manilla for
the past few years.
This shoot actually heralds the end of the BRAA year
with our Annual General Meeting and election of officers
occurring on the Saturday night. However don’t forget
there are two more shoots at Cooyal in October and
November – there is no scheduled shoot for December. A
calendar showing full details of the 2016 shoots is
provided on page 3 of this and all subsequent
newsletters.
We had 19 shooters for the match and the results are
detailed on page 2, with commentary by El Presidenté
and scores by the writer. It was a great weekend shoot
with kindly weather, but fluky wind as always on the
Nioka Range.
The newly elected committee has two new faces. Jim has
decided leave the position of Captain to pursue a wellearned retirement. Son Brad put his hand up and was
duly elected to the position. Brendan stepped down from
Committee member due to ill-health and Ken Brown was
elected to take up the reins. Many thanks to Jim and
Brendan for their past support and a warm welcome to
the new ‘slaves’. All other original officers were reelected unopposed.
As always, our heartfelt thanks go to the Miguel Family
for their great hospitality, fine food and ever attention to
our every need and comfort on the range.
………..……………….S/f

•

Single Action Gear, Holsters & Belt, Black leather, 54"
length belt. Belt never used. $300 the lot

•

2 x Cimmaron Arms (Pietta) Stainless .357 1873 SAA
Revolvers. 6.5" Barrel, not sequential serial numbers but
close. $625 ea

•

2 x Pietta Stainless .45LC 1873 SAA Revolvers. 7"
Barrel, not sequential serial numbers but close. $625 ea
All in Excellent condition.

•

Qty .38 Spec used cases, all clean in good condition, $20
per hundred, 400+ available.

•

Carl Zeiss 3-9x40 MC scope, Exc condition, $425.

•

Martini Cadet, .310 Very Good original Condition, dies,
about 150 cases & 200+ HRBC healed projectiles. $350
the lot

•

Martini Cadet, .310 Fair condition, internal action V.G
but exterior rough due to storage in a barn for over 20
years. $125
Photos of all available on request.
Contact BRAA for seller details.
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President:
Secretary/Treasurer:
Captain:
Publicity:
Committee:
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CONTACTS:
Gary Vandersluis
Bill Sherman
Brad Skyrm
Paul Radin
Ken Brown

Mobile:
Mobile:
Website:
Email:
Post:
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Gary 0418 270 968
Bill 0418 257 330
www.buffalorifles.com.au
info@buffalorifles.com.au
PO Box 700, Mona Vale NSW 2103

Results

SHOT TO BITZ
The 15th Annual Billy Dixon Long Range Buffalo Rifle Match
26-27 September 2015
The 15th Billy Dixon was held in near perfect weather at
Nioka Range about 40 ks from Manilla on the Manilla Boggabri Road. The Billy Dixon which is the signature match
for The Buffalo Rifle Association of Australia (BRAA) is the
oldest continuously run match in Australia for what are
called generically Buffalo Rifles due to their use in the 1870’s
Buffalo cull on the western Plains of the USA. The rifles with
one exception
xception were all designed during the 1870’s and are
single shot rifles with an exposed hammer, shooting a large
calibre Black Powder cartridge.
The Billy Dixon is named for the Buffalo Hunter of the same
name whose legendary shot later measured at 1538 yards
rds
ended what came to be known as the Battle of Adobe Walls in
1874. 23 Hunters fought and survived an attack by 700
Indian Warriors. That shot is celebrated at our match.
23 shooters and friends and family gathered for the 15th
annual match that was a record participation in what is
generally regarded as an esoteric form of the sport. After all
it takes a special kind of individual to shoot at targets 800 to
1000 yards away with a 140 year old rifle design and iron
sights, albeitt very fine quality sights, capable of very precise
adjustments. It is a tribute to the competitors most of whom
were from their mid 50’s to mid 70’s in age that the results
shown elsewhere in these pages were so good.
The trip to Nioka is long and arduous for most attending but
considered worthwhile due to the beauty and quality of the
range and the wonderful support given to BRAA by the
owners of the property of which the range forms part. The
Billy Dixon is by far the best-catered
catered shooting Match in
Australia
alia with The Miegel family providing excellent dinners,
lunches and Breakfasts for competitors and supporters. That
this was the case, was testified to by two Queensland shooters
who travelled down to join us in this years match. Each year
there are improvements to the range facilities.

SHOOTER
Buffalo Creedmore Total O/All
Charlie Siringo
36
39
75
1
JB Books
30
45
75
1
Old Gringo
26
45
71
3
Sugarfoot
24
42
66
4
Hickory Will
22
42
64
5
Taps
28
36
64
5
Rusty Nail
20
42
62
7
Plinky
20
39
59
8
Shiloh
18
39
57
9
Chris Madsen
18
36
54
10
Sitting Bear
22
27
49
11
Andrew Quigley
16
33
49
11
Happy Hans
30
15
45
13
Wounded Knee
20
21
41
14
Jonsey
16
24
40
15
Billy Boyle
22
15
37
16
Preacher
12
21
33
17
Sunday
dns
30
30
18
Mississippi
dns
27
27
19
A great effort by all with some very competitive results
indeed, the following should also be noted;
• Charlie Siringo clearly won the ‘Buffalo Shoot’ (Stage 1)
This result shows that he missed only two shots in the
event – a very creditable result indeed
• JB Books and Old Gringo tied in the ‘Creedmore’ (Stage
2) with (a maximum score) 45 points. JB won on a
count-back using the 1000 yds score (the longest
distance).
• Charlie and JB tied for the overall match score. It was
awarded to JB on the least number of misses in the
match.
• Sunday and Mississippi were not able to compete in the
‘Buffalo’ shoot which was reflected in the scores.

One special joy is being able to sit around the Range fire pit
after dinner with a glass of Wine, Beer or spirits and swap
stories and lies about the days shooting, before retiring to
Campervans Caravans and tents for a restful nights sleep.
The Billy Dixon is really a match not to be missed as is
demonstrated by the number of those attending this year
that have attended all or nearly all of the matches. Why not
make it a date to attend next year.
Gary Vandersluis

Coyote Dung – Rusty Nail does it again !!!

Aka Chris Madsen

That Indian who usually manages to stay on his horse
got knocked off again and by the same shooter as last year.
Rusty Nail ‘nailed it’ and that’s twice in a row. ‘Lucky shot’
you say – no, he was actually aiming at it. We have high
expectations now Rusty – a hat trick next year?

Side Match
The traditional ‘side match’ at the Billy Dixon shoot is a
.22 cal. rifle event held on Friday afternoon so not all
shooters competed.
This year Rusty Nail and Taps provided the entertainment
by setting up metallic silhouette ‘swingers’ targets.
The following scores clearly show that Taps knows how to
shoot Chickens, Pigs, Turkeys and Rams at considerable
distance for a .22 - 40 hits was a ‘possible’.
Taps 30, Sugarfoot & Hickory Will 11, Plinky 10, Billy
Boyle 9, Andrew Q & Shiloh 8, Preacher 6 and JB on 5.
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Range Facilities

Note! The following dates and arrangements are subject
to change from time to time depending on prevailing
conditions etc. Every effort will be made by your
Committee to advise any changes well prior to the event.
It is also advisable to check this calendar with each issue
of “On Target”

Our ranges have varying facilities;
•
All cater for camping, caravanning
•
All have bunkhouse accommodation (except Nioka)
•
All have cooking and beverage facilities
•
All have fridges are available (except Nioka)
•
All have hot/cold showers
•
All have adequate toilets

CALENDAR 2015 – 2016
DATE

RANGE

MATCH

SIDE
EVENT

TARGET

Oct 24-25

Cooyal

8,7,6 + 9

Paper

Pistol

Nov 28-29

Cooyal

6,5,3 + 9

Gong

Shotgun

December

In all cases there is also some local accommodation
available and information can be provided at request.

No Match
2016

Jan 23-24

Cooyal

7,5,2 + 9

Gong

Lever/R

Feb 27-28

Cooyal

8,6,3 + 10

Paper

.22 Rifle

Mar 26-28

Canberra

10,8,6,4,3

Paper

Silhouette

Cooyal

Mini
Quigley

Gong

Quigley
Bucket

Nioka

10,9,8,6,3

Gong

Shotgun

Apr 23-24
May 2829
Jun 25-26

Cooyal

9,6,4 + 10

Gong

.22 Rifle

Jul 23-24

Cooyal

6,5,3 + 8

Paper

Lever/R

Aug 27-28

Cooyal

8,6,3 +10

Gong

Muzzle/L

Sep 24-25

Nioka

Billy
Dixon

Gong

.22 Rifle

Oct 22-23

Cooyal

8,7,6 + 9

Paper

Pistol

Nov 26-27

Cooyal

6,5,2 + 7

Gong

Shotgun

Coming Up

* all distances 300 and below are shot off-hand

Next shoot is at Cooyal on 24-25 October. It
will be as described above being 800 yd, 700 yd and 600 yd
events on Saturday beginning at 9:00. Followed by a single
event on Sunday at 900 yds also kicking off at 9:00.

* the ‘numbers’ are (hundred) yards.

This event will be shot on paper targets with scores being

December

No Match

Notes: *

* the match will be shot in the order shown

!

The range will be open from early after lunch on Friday 23
October. If possible please arrange to be there to assist with
the set-up of the range.

* the '+' separates Sat & Sun in that order
!
* side events are held only if time and daylight permits.

Attendance and Catering
Due to the nature of our discipline, the nominated ranges
are remote and therefore usually some distance from
services. Accordingly, it is essential that all members and
visitors wishing to attend any of the matches must advise
the Secretary/Treasurer or at least a Committee member of
their intention to attend so that catering and any special
needs can be arranged.

The Ranges
Our ‘home’ range is Cooyal situated about 1 km east of the
Cooyal Pub, on the Wollar Road (just over the creek).
Nioka Range is usually attended twice a year and is
situated about 40 kms west of Manilla on the BoggabriManilla Road.
Looking forward to seeing you all there!

Canberra Rifle Club Hector McIntosh Grove, Majura, ACT
(next door to the SSAA Range)
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BISON TALES
There Is No “Magic Bull

GUNSMITH …………
Nothing this month but;
……………….. continuing on from ‘Bison Tales”

by Lee Shaver (undoubtedly one of the best of our time)
Problems we have with accuracy are at times not the
problems we think we have. So how do you figure out what
those problems might really be? In this article, I will attempt
to teach you exactly what happens in your rifle between the
time the trigger is pulled and the moment after the bullet
exits the muzzle. Call it your "basic internal ballistics
primer", if you will. Be patient with me here. It will at times
be pretty basic but I think most shooters can learn a little on
this subject. The important thing is that if you have a solid
understanding of what happens inside the rifle it will help
you understand what causes accuracy problems.
Every rifle has what we call a "cone of fire". That is an area in
which we can expect every bullet to land that we shoot out of
that rifle. Most of us would be happy if all our shots were to
land in an area of about one minute of angle, or MOA as we
call it in the shooting world, but in reality most black powder
rifles do not do that on a day to day basis. Most shooters feel
like that one MOA range is about where accuracy becomes
impressive. At some point larger than that we each find a
spot where we feel the accuracy is no longer acceptable.
Depending on our own abilities and expectations that
acceptable range can vary quite a bit.
The simple truth though is this if you could shoot the same
bullet in exactly the same way through the same bore and
deliver it the same each time, with the wind affecting it the
same every time it would hit exactly the same spot on the
target every single time without any variation. Every time a
bullet is launched, the laws of physics govern the flight of
that bullet. If there is the most minute change in that bullet
or the conditions surrounding it, the laws of physics say that
it simply must land in a different spot on the target.
The simple fact that every bullet we fire does not go through
the same hole highlights the fact that each bullet we send
out of the bore is a little different from the last one, it was
delivered differently, or the wind did not affect it the same.
It is just that simple, every problem lands in one of those
three categories so you can write that down in your little
book of things to remember. This article covers the first part
of that statement about what makes each bullet different
from the others. Keep in mind that even bullets that are
identical when placed in the bore may not be identical when
they come out the muzzle, and having them identical when
they exit the barrel is what is important.
So, let's begin at the beginning, shall we? I have been asked
so many times over the years what action is the best to build
a rifle on. My answer has always been the same. "Which one
is your favorite?" To which the prospective customer always
says that they just want the one that shoots the best, and I
tell them kindly that the one they like the best, or are the
most comfortable with will be the best shooter because most
of the common actions can be made to shoot better than the
shooter, and if they are more comfortable with one action
over the rest then that is the best reason to shoot it.
I've always been a Sharps fan myself. Mostly because I grew
up shooting percussion rifles, and if it doesn't have a
hammer sticking up on the side of the rifle it just doesn't feel
right. A number of years ago, I stepped away from the firing
line at the NRA silhouette nationals and had just finished
shooting nine or ten chickens out of 15 possible with my 45100 Sharps.

I know it was kind of a smart answer but once again it
highlights some of the false ideas we have about accuracy,
and it gets me to where I need to start...with the ignition
system. The action is just that...it is a device to open and
close the rear of the barrel and ignite the primer. There
are a few things that can be done to make most actions
slightly more accurate but that falls under the delivery
subject which is not part of this article. Once you have
inserted the cartridge and closed the breech we are ready
to begin our lesson. At this point, the firing pin travels
forward igniting the primer which in turn ignites the
powder, which burns creating gases that build up to create
enough pressure to expel the bullet, end of story. Right!
Well, let's take a closer look at it.
Every rifle has headspace. It is loosely defined, for the
sake of this article, as the space allotted for the cartridge
rim to fit it. It is not, as some believe, the amount of excess
space left over after the case is inserted. In our single shot
rifles with rimmed cases, in most instances it is the
distance between the closed breech block face and the
forward edge of the cut made in the back of the barrel for
the cartridge rim.
This allowance for the cartridge rim is always larger than
the rim is thick. There are industry standards as to how
much extra there should be, just as there are industry
standards as to how thick the rim should be on the
cartridge. Every once in a while I get a call from someone
who thinks they have a headspace problem that is
affecting the accuracy of their rifles. The stories are
always about the same...some gunsmith, or the
manufacturer has obviously chambered the rifle too deep
because the primer is sticking out the back of the case
after it has been fired. I usually tell them politely that this
is a good thing and will not affect the accuracy of the rifle
unless it is well beyond industry standards, and then go on
to explain it to them this way.
As the firing pin travels forward and makes contact with
the primer it can or will push the cartridge forward in the
chamber till the rim touches the forward cut in the
chamber. How much or if it actually moves the case
depends on many things such as the diameter and speed of
the firing pin, hardness of the primer, weight of the loaded
case, and whether it is already touching something that
will prevent its forward travel such as the bullet being
engraved into the rifling, ect.
As the primer ignites, it begins to create a flash fire and
gases that expand and build up pressure inside the primer
pocket and jet out into the powder charge. This pressure
can be enough to begin dislodging the primer and push it
rearward towards the breechblock face. Once the powder
charge ignites and adds the expanding gases of the main
charge to the pressure created by the primer, the primer
is sure to move to the rear at a high rate of speed like a
projectile. I have seen a few soft breechblocks damaged
over the years by the impact of primers against them.

With thanks to Lee Shaver – watch for the next episode.

………………………………… continued………………. ! ! ! ! !
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Some fellow spoke up and said to this effect " Gosh, Lee, if
you just had a high wall or something with a centralized
hammer and a quicker lock time you could really be good
at that". To which I replied, "You mean if I had a
centralized hammer and a quicker lock time I could have
hit the ones I wasn't pointing at when I pulled the trigger?"
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