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Small field and hot weather
You really pay a stiff price for a miss with the
Creedmoor style paper targets used at Cooyal last
month. Scoring is between 10 & 5 with nothing after
that (except for a 10.1 for a dead centre 10). If you
are used to metal target scores, this can be painful,
but, that said, the matches are fun and very competitive with more opportunity to track exactly where
your shots hit.
The process is that the target is lowered; the new
shot marked with a colour disc and the old (previous
shot patched) before the target is raised.
It means that you know exactly where your shot
went and
can adjust
accordingly.

Dan and Gavin get into it

Targets were
set at 1000,
700, 500
and 300 offhand with
the heat and
wind making
it a bit uncomfortable
Winner for
the weekend
was Dan
McDonald
with a score
of 317.3.
2nd was
Gavin Dignam with 297.7 and third was Ken Brown
(must be the closest ever) with 297.2. The decimal
points are for the 10.1 dead centre hits.
The way we have been handling meals is working
well. That is, one night of bring your own and cook
on the Range and the other dine at the Pub. The
people at the Pub are trying very hard to improve
their service and it is good for us to be able to support them.
The next paper shoot is scheduled for August.

Above: Dan gets his prize from President Gary.
Below: Janette Brown draws the door prize
(also won by Dan!)

Spotting Update
Happy hour on the Saturday and with 4 of the current committee present we took the opportunity to discuss the options
for improved scoring on metal plate targets. Several of the
committee had been researching options and whilst it was
generally agreed that improvements are needed not everyone agreed on the way we should move forward. What was
agreed was that as well as good spotters we need back-up
systems as well and the best and most cost effective would be
good quality radios mounted behind steel plate targets in
containers much as they use very successfully at the Quigley
in the USA. As a backup to the radios hard wired Flashers connected to a sensor on the back of the target were also desirable. Club member Peter Tooley is in the process of constructing two and repairing one owned by Bill. Discussion then
continued on to the possibility of Target Cameras with three
possibilities on the market. One opinion was that with a number of our shoots now using corflute targets scored form the
Butts A target camera was really only needed at our two
shoots at Nioka where the Bullseye is painted on the target
and it can be very hard to spot a bullseye hit and Radios and
flashers wouldn’t really be of much help. One opinion was
that given the cost of a Target camera system and that it will
only be necessary at Nioka and will require a dedicated person to watch the Camera Monitor, we do not proceed with
such a purchase at the moment.
Another good suggestion was that a steel Bullseye with
a distinctive sound might be mounted to the front of the
current 1000 yard target at Nioka. This idea will also be
given some consideration .

I can say that the Club has now purchased two state of
the art 5 watt radios and Gavin has constructed three
plastic tubes to house the radios. These were tested in a
domestic situation this weekend and performed extremely well. The tubes and radios can be hung behind
most of our Steel targets and can be moved from target
to target, range to range as needed . These will be in
action for testing at our next shoot.
Gary Vandersluis

Easter
There was not enough interest in
the traditional Canberra Easter
shoot so we have had to cancel it.
It will be replaced by a match at
Cooyal a week after Easter (also
the Anzac weekend).
Please make a diary note for
Cooyal on 22/23 April. Details to
follow.

February 2017 Shoot
Cooyal
25/26 February. Briefing 8am 26th
Distances 900/700/500 and 200 yards
at steel targets
Side Match with Lever Rifles
if time permits

Further details to follow

