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Membership Fees 
The heavily restricted and extreme fire season followed by the Covid-19 pandemic has all but 

curtailed our opportunities to hold our monthly shoots.   So, given the absence of even semi-

regular shoots since late 2019, the Committee has decided to reduce the fees for the next mem-

bership year by 50%. That is for 2020 –21. It will apply to all paid up Members and will be con-

firmed at renewal time.  Prospective members not paid up at the time of writing will pay the 

normal full yearly rate.  

A look at the Old Days 
Members will be aware that the foundations 

of BRAA were matches put in place some 20 

years ago, in 1999, by Gary Vandersluis at a 

property near Mudgee.   Only one match a 

year was run and it has to be said that we 

were not really very good at it. 

That said it makes our Billy Dixon match the 

longest running match for long range black 

powder cartridge rifles in Australia 

An article by Gavin Dignam over the page 

gives some insights and the archives have 

come up with some good photos from the 

early days. It was a lot of fun. 

The property was called Binomea and was 

owed by two single action shooters.  It was a 

short distance from Mudgee in an area 

known as Piambong. 

We certainly had a lot to learn.  I remember 

one member complaining about the funny 

noise his bullets were making as they left the 

muzzle.  He had loaded 38s into a 45-70.  

They went down the barrel without touching 

the sides. 

Then there was the guy whose rounds 

wouldn’t fit in the breech.  The solution was 

to reduce the size and shape of the projec-

tile.  This was done by putting the bullet part 

of a loaded round into the grooved part of a 

pair of pliers and turning them to scrape 

away the lead—sort of a hand lathe. 

We’ve improved a lot since then. 

May Competition 
It seems very unlikely that the May Match at 

Cooyal will be a goer.  The Government has not 

yet lifted restrictions on Range use and at this 

time it is thought best to hold off and plan for  

a June Competition at Cooyal.  Details to fol-

low.  Maybe a Mini Quigley? 

No Quigley this year 

Not surprising the Quigley Match in Mon-

tana, USA has been cancelled to the disap-

pointment of the four BRAA Members booked 

to attend. 

At the time of writing there were no infections 

reported in Rosebud County; the nearest is 

at Billings, an hour or so down the road.  

The airlines are playing games with refunds 

and are pushing for ‘Credits’ and not cash 

back offers.  Qantas have an obligation to re-

fund if they cancel a flight but they are being 

clever and only cancelling a week ahead.  

Flights in June are just ‘suspended’  so they 

can refuse a refund if you try and change 

your booking more than a week before you 

are due to fly out! 



 

 
 

Lets make it the best ever      

Billy Dixon 2020! 
We haven’t got much shooting in this 

year but there is a fair chance that 

things will be better by September.   

So lets all try and make it for this years 

Billy Dixon shoot.  It’s a great match so 

diary it now and plan to be there.  

Something to look forward to! 

Below.  The range at  Binomea 2006 & Gary with the original Buff 

Right.  Gary Vandersluis with the Binomea Buff 

Nioka Range 19/20 September 2020 
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2009 
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Top. 2006.Don’t remember the target being that big! 

Centre 2007.  Gavin Dignam and Gary Vandersluis 

with Erin Knox (co-owner of Binomea). Charlie 

Siringo (Eric Johnston) and Busco Baz (Basil Zer-

zvads) both hit the 1200 yd Indian that year 

Bottom left.  2010 . 1st at Nioka 



 

A tale of two targets 
 
The match that was decided upon for Binomea 
was the same as we still shoot in the Billy Dix-
on Match at Nioka.  But, of course, targets were 
needed. 
 
As the original Creedmoor target was 6’ square 
with a 3’ foot square bullseye, it seemed a good 
place to start. This target also allowed for a 
three foot ‘wing’ on either side of the main tar-
get which effectively took the possible score 
zone out to twelve feet in width and six foot 
high. Remember now that this was the very in-
fancy of our long range competition with funds even more scarce than they may appear now. 
We were also unaware as to how well steel targets would withstand constant punishment of 
500+ grain bullets.  With that in mind, a sheet of steel was purchased with some financial as-

sistance from Mister Skye & CASS.  This target was constructed of 6mm mild steel and had a 
3’ square 10mm plate placed in its center courtesy of two bolts which held it a couple of inches 
proud of the 6mm plate behind.  The one concession that was made was the property owners 
wife wanted the target in the shape of a buffalo! Our 600 yd target was 6’ square and also con-
structed of 6mm steel.  Now this target served us well for many years...due mainly to the fact 
that for the first few years there weren’t that many hits for the shots fired. Charlie Siringo was 
about the only one that hit the centre with any consistency….  groups even…!  It was clear by 
about the third year that 6mm plate was way too thin to be relied upon. The target resembled 
the surface of the moon.. or a bad case of steel acne, sound return was deteriorating and it was 
difficult to paint.  In the mean time, the 600 yd target had got more narrow as it buckled into a 
horse shoe or giant magnet .  
 
Our times at Binomea came to a close unfortunately but by that time we had secured some 
range access at Cooyal and shortly thereafter, the Meigels were getting the Nioka range off the 
ground. With that in mind and permission given, the buffalo, referred to by the owner of 
Binomea as ‘Old Bo’ was brought to Nioka. The Meigels constructed the steel frame which still 
stands today and the target was hoisted into place with endless chains. Incidentally the first 
year it was erected on the wooden frame that can be seen to the left as you look down range. 
We persevered for a few years but ‘Old Bo’ needed to be put out to grass. His heart, the 3’ cen-
tre was salvaged at the time.   The 6’x 8’ rectangular plate that now swings from the frame is 
12 mm mild steel and other than the numpty/s that managed to shoot some jacketed ammo at 
it over the last twelve months, it has weathered the years fairly well. It was another joint pur-
chase between BRAA and some member donations.  
 
 Recently, I decided that we needed more targets and having Bo’s heart sitting in the dirt was 
doing neither it nor B.R.A.A. any good. Using the basic idea of target suspension that a few of 
us have seen used in Baker, Montana, I roughed out a target & frame design and commis-
sioned Luke (Dignam) fabrications to construct it.   In Baker …they 
have the luxury of mounting target frames in the ground permanent-
ly. Apparently you don’t get hit with ricochets in the US....or they be-
lieve the chances are right up there with getting struck by light-
ning…. as they should be.  The frame can be made in various widths 
clearly and while designed to slide over a stand.. works equally as 
well slid over two star pickets. The target, suspended from one hole 
on a 20mm steel pin. The target and frame compliment each other to 
the point the frame is shielded from bullet strike. Star pickets can be 
destroyed… but also replaced quickly, easily and at minimal cost.   
This one plate has two holes in it to allow for a diamond or square as 
desired.   
 
So… ‘Bo’s heart’  is on the range again.  Gavin Dignam 


