On Target
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Wellington-Wind and Warmth

With quite a long list RSVP-ing for this
month, we were all systems go.

The early arrivers enjoyed the serenity
but were woken early Saturday morning
by an impressive light show and thun-
derstorm. Big winds produced a brief
shower of rain and then it was gone.

The range was freshly slashed so thank
you to the range wrangler. The target
master and apprentices had the targets
and flags ready and we were on the 300y
line and shooting before 9:30. The cloud
cover made for very comfortable condi-
tions, but you could tell it would be hot
when it burned off. It was 31° by 10:30
with gusty winds and no visible mirage
for the first detail.

Ken H was pulling the target at a great
rate. Peter found another fizzer round
and the scores were adding up and up.

Detail 2 didn’t have quite as good condi-
tions. The sun appeared from behind
clouds with quite a sting, the wind con-
tinued to gust and with the sun out we
could see a definite left to right mirage.

We then moved back to S00y as it got
sunnier and hotter. During this detail
Peter realised that a significant screw
had fallen out from his rifle and was un-
able to be found. Brad, however, was
making the most of the conditions.
When the range officer asked if detail 2
were ready, Mark’s reply was “no, the
wind isn’t strong enough yet”. Jim B
nailed a PB for the distance, so he had it
worked out.

The shade of the club house was wel-
comed as we had lunch and caught up

with everyone’s news. Brad’s bicep in-
jury, the storm, Kellie’s car, Keith still
being in Nepal, Richard & Julie still on
the way home from SA, Dan at harvest in
QLD, Shayne at short range ML and
where are Eric & Gabby?

Eventually we set up on the 600y and got
back to work. Kellie decided to stay cool
in the shade, so Brad shot her rifle as
well. Peter then broke his cleaning rod.
Adding that to his ‘to do’ list as well.

Peter and Ken B were in the pits when
they noticed a pink smear on the target
from one of the bullets, yes, they be-
longed to Mark. Scores were harder to
come by in the heat/mirage/wind, but
we finished and again headed for the
shade. Peter’s car said it was 37°.

Peter had very thoughtfully filled the
freezer with Zooper Doopers and after a
scissor hunt, everyone cooled down with
a few ice blocks. Lindsay dropped in for
a chat for a while. He said we are wel-
come in December and January if we
want, weather permitting. It has dried
off quite significantly but there is still a
good grass cover with a tinge of
green...for the moment.

After cooling down and then refuelling
with biscuits and cheese, we enjoyed the
cool change until it was so cool, we had
to find jackets. We then prepared dinner
and chatted while we watched Mark pa-
per patch some bullets. He had sharp
scissors, nearly everyone then confessed
to having scissors in their kits. Why
were we still opening ice blocks with the
rusty, blunt, non-cutting pair?



Everyone turned in reasonably early after
their broken sleep due to the storm the
night before and the hot day.

Point of discussion was how nice it was
not to be filling up and listening to the
generator. The shower was very welcome
too.

Sunday had us up and making coffee af-
ter a cool and windy night. Bacon and
eggs on the BBQ, breakfast of champi-
ons.

Now, while people were bringing their
gear to the line, the consensus was to
shoot the 300y target at 600y. Nothing
like a challenge straight up. As Kellie
said, everyone had a 600y setting from
yesterday. It seemed like a great idea
until the target went up. It was very lit-
tle and a long way away but that was the
vote.

The wind and mirage started right to left.
It was sunny, but the wind was cold and
gusty again. “ldeal” black powder condi-
tions. Detail 1 of Peter, Ken B and Brad

hit the paper consistently but not an elu-
sive V.

Brad & Peter headed to the pits for duty
for Detail 2 and Mark, Kellie & Ken H
toughed out the now wacky winds. Mark
hit a V, Kellie hit a V, Ken H hit a V....
then another V. Something about loving
his new Pedersoli Hi Wall.

When we closed the range and radioed
the pits to tell them everyone in Detail 2
had hit a V, Brad replied with “Wow!!
That sucks” as he realised Detail 1
hadn’t hit any. Regardless it was good
shooting at a small target.

While everyone was enjoying the seren-
ity, we were happy to call the day and
head home before kangaroo o’clock. The
targets and flags were down and away
before the scores were totalled. We dis-
cussed December and January, target
options and how to manage the heat over
summer.

We took the obligatory crew photo and
held our presentation, said our farewells
and headed home. Another great week-
end of shooting and fresh air and visiting
with friends.

Creedmoor targets

3 convertible sighters 10 for score

Name |[300y |500y (600y |300y @ |Total Place
Sat Sat Sat 600y

Sun

Peter 14 | 12 | 21 |14 61

KenB | 17 | 18 |23.1]21 [79.1

Brad 143.1(42.2/37.1(18 140.4 |1st

Mark 133.1| 28 [30.1(20.1 [111.3 |2nd

JmB 120.1(38.1| 17 |dns |75.2

KenH 123.1(32.2| 24 (20.2 [99.5 |(3rd

Kelie | 23 | 22 |dns [17.1 [72.1

Brad 17

Kellie’s

November crew and winners



300y target at 600y, it is there!! Zoom in the most central shot of the weekend



The things you find at Bass Pro

Secretary’s Secretary’s Say
Again, thank you to all our members for
running the shoots recently. Sorry we
didn’t catch up with Eric & Gabby this
weekend, hope you are feeling better
Eric.

Shout out to those with health issues, we
hope you are keeping as best you can.

The vote of shooters present on the
weekend was to shoot in December at
Wellington and that will be the last shoot
for 2025. Keep an eye out for an email
with details.

January was not as popular, and several
have expressed interest in the early Aus-
tralia Day Silhouette and ACT BPCR Sil-
houette Titles to be held at the Majura

Range in Canberra. All the details are in

the latest SSAA journal and online.
Dates are Gallery Rifle 14-15th Jan,
Scoped Silhouette 16-18th Jan and BPCR
19th Jan.

The NSW Muzzle Loading Titles were held
over the weekend at Windamere. No re-
sults yet but we gather Shayne had a
good weekend.

There is a Safe Shooting Grant that
closes VERY soon if anyone has a bril-
liant idea of anything/something we
could apply for......

The Colfax Tavern, our spiritual home away
from home, aka Cold Beer. “where not much
happens but you better be here when it does”

Secretary’s Say

Nice shooting on the weekend folks.
Having a look at the scores for all the
distances, only 15 misses in 280 scoring
shots. Brad’s 300y score would have
earned him a medal at LR ML and his
500y would have been 5th. The paper tar-
gets have certainly helped us dial in. I
hope everyone wrote down their sight
settings.

This year has certainly sped by, one
more shoot for the year, and it is a bonus
shoot being early in the month.

Check your emails for details, we might
have a bit of Christmas Cheer.



