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Wellington-Christmas Clang

Now this time of the year can be very
busy but the serenity at the range was
just the tonic. With a storm blowing
through on Friday the temperature was
cool and the air fresh. Brad had planned
another challenge but stayed home to aid
his recovery. Mark the target master had
recreated some of our steel target shapes
to overlay on the shot out 300y target.
With the muzzleloading commitments
finished for the moment, a change from
the standard scoring target to a “steel”
replica was the go. So, we had a “clang-
ing” challenge.

It was a relaxed start on Saturday morn-
ing with 5 shooters taking to the line
with not a muzzleloader in sight. We
opted for a 600 yard challenge and set
up on the club mound. With the rain the
less vehicle traffic the better on the
range.

The first target was a version of the stop
sign. The centre circle was scored a 1.1,
the black area was counted as steel and
scored 1, the outer white was a miss.
Sharon amused herself by playing a
clanging sound when the “steel” was hit.
We had 3 convertible sighters and 10 for
score.

Despite the range being slashed, random
tall bright green weeds seemed to pop up
from time to time as the rain soaked in.
Conditions were very pleasant but warm-
ing up, it was breezy and the mirage was
there as always. Ken H topped the score
with a solid 8. Dan was settling back into
his cartridge rifle, no hang time, after not
using it since January. He happily lay on
that mat all weekend.

We then had an early lunch as it been
quite warm in the sun. The news since
last month was Brad’s bicep repair sur-
gery, Keith was home from Nepal, Rich-
ard & Julie were Christmas function-ing,
Dan had finished harvest, Gabby has
had surgery too, Gavin was still at work,
Peter was concreting and Paul was mov-
ing house. We are a busy bunch.

Mark had again opted for target duty and
so we set up with the “steel” diamond
target. Everyone loves a diamond, that
huge square that magically gets so
skinny when turned on the tip. With
this in mind, we decided to score the in-
ner white a 3, the black a 2 and the
outer white a 1.

It was sunny with a nice breeze with a
switching mirage and became more over-
cast during the afternoon. The diamond
was doing it’s thing. Ken B was working
on not shooting a group at 10 o’clock,
maybe it is a left-handed thing but that
is his spot. Scores were ticking over.

For the next distance we continued with
the diamond- no sighters. There was lots
of “clanging”.



Jim B had filled the freezer with Zooper
Doopers this time, thanks Jim, and they
were very welcome again.

We then had a lazy afternoon of Christ-
mas cheer as the dark clouds rolled in
and it rained. Real rain. Actual measur-

able rain. More than 2 spots of rain rain.

So much rain that Dan & Sharon’s
camper was leaking, poor old thing prob-
ably hadn’t ever been up in the rain. No
matter, it was cooling and the therapeu-
tic sound of rain on a tin roof was the
perfect backdrop for Christmas nibbles.
Jim had some goat salami and that was
good too. Who doesn’t love cheese and
salami.

Lindsay and Dawn dropped in for a visit.
Thank you, Dawn, for the pavlova, deli-
cious. Lindsay has been working on
making more mounds, the 700 was near
completion and a “small” limb had been
cleared to ensure safety. Progress had
halted due to an excavator part not arriv-
ing on time.

Unfortunately, Keith had to make his
way home for range duty at his local club

on Sunday, so we bid him farewell for
2025.

Incoming

We had a great night of eating and being
merry and listening to the rain.



Sunday morning was lovely and fresh,
although the targets looked like they
might stay in the mist for a while. No
one was in a hurry as the BBQ was fired
up and coffee made. How’s the serenity?

Sunday morning

The plan this morning was to use the
square target, deemed easier than the di-
amond. Maybe. After our usual break-
fast we were on the line at 9am and en-
joying the near perfect, overcast condi-
tions.

Again, 3 convertible sighters and 10 for
score, 3 for inner white, 2 for the black
and 1 for the outer white. Everyone was
soon on target and “clanging” the “steel”.
Jim B was getting in the groove, Ken H
was winding in the groove, Ken H turned
his 10 o’clock group into a 9 o’clock
group and Dan was reacquainting him-
self with his set trigger and enjoying not
having to get up & down. Not sure what
other shooters were doing today but we
were having a good time.

We did finish rather early and could have
fitted in another distance or two but de-
cided to call it a day. We had wet camps
to pack up and more importantly we had
pavlova to eat.

With the range closed and everything
away we served up the delicious morning
tea of homemade pavlova and fruit salad.
As we had to finish it all, some members
may or may not have had 3 helpings.
While we savoured our spoonfuls of

meringue, whipped cream and fruit we
discussed the months ahead and our
proposed 2026 calendar.

We had our presentation, took the oblig-
atory crew photo, made sure the club
house was clean and squared away, said
our farewells and headed home from a
most relaxing weekend of shooting.

“Steel” replica targets

3 convertible sighters 10 for score

Name |600y |600y 600y |600y Total Place
Sat Sat Sat Sun

OO

Keith 0 15 | 15 |dns 30

Jim B 4 16 | 10 |16 46

KenH | 8 13 | 12 |19 52 3rd

KenB | 6.1 | 21 | 20 |22 69.1 |2nd

Dan 7.1 | 22 | 21 |22 72.1 |1st

December crew



the dreaded diamond

the new 300 target



Secretary’s Secretary’s Say

What a good year we have had. We
started not knowing if we would have a
range for more dates than Nioka and we
have found a great range and great
hosts. Our heartfelt thanks to Lindsay &
Dawn. Lindsay had hoped to have all the
mounds done for us for the weekend but
had mechanical problems, and rain.

Thank to everyone for helping, we have
had some cracking weekends, and every-
one keeps improving their scores.

Thank you to all our members for work-
ing with the muzzleloaders, we all know
there are not too many places with the
distances and targets and the match
time was much appreciated.

Our best wishes to those with health is-
sues, we hope you are keeping as best
you can.

I received a lovely message from Mrs
Baker wishing the “Buffalos” a Merry
Christmas.

Discussion amongst those present on the
weekend was to skip January at Welling-
ton as it was still in the Christmas pe-
riod. Quite a few are planning on attend-
ing the ACT BPCR State Titles be held at
the Majura Range in Canberra on Mon-
day 19th January. All the details are in
the latest SSAA journal and online.

Other events on at the same range are
Gallery Rifle 14-15t% January and Scoped
Silhouette 16-18th January.

The proposed 2026 calendar will be sent
out with this newsletter. With Dubbo
still an uncertainty, we will continue on
as is for the moment.

Secretary’s Say

If anyone is thinking about the BPCR sil-
houette at Majura and would like to have
a go at the .22 match but don’t have a
suitable rifle, let me know as I have a
couple of “spares”.

It was great to catch up with folks on the
weekend, and we look forward to 2026.

BRAA would like to wish everyone a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Woo hoo, it’s nearly Christmas



