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New Year

While the vote had been to stay home
from Wellington in January, there was
an intrepid bunch who decided to ven-
ture to the ACT for a shot of Silhouette.
For around 37 years the SSAA ACT has
hosted the Early Australia Day Silhou-
ette shoot (scoped air/rimfire/centrefire).
In more recent years the ACT BPCR Sil-
houette State Titles have been added on
along with .22 BPCR.

Shayne was having a crack at the scoped
when Dan & Sharon arrived on Satur-
day. There was 76 rimfire and 51 centre-
fire entrants over the event. The main
topic of conversation was politics and the
future of our legitimate sport. With so
many entrants, there was much socialis-
ing and catching up with friends.

Monday was black powder day, and the
morning was taken up with the .22
BPCR match. Brad & Dan had been
working quietly behind the scenes to sur-
prise Kellie with a .22 as a belated birth-
day present and they almost succeeded.
The rifle arrived from the gunsmith on
the day but there wasn’t time to put the
sights on, so Kellie sat this one out. 21
competitors for this event. Shayne had
his ‘new’ rifle to match test, Brad, Con,
John V and Dan got busy. SA, Vic, ACT,
Tas, NSW were represented.

Now we had been experiencing high 30-
40° temperatures prior to going to
Canberra so we had expected some
warmth. The weather was horrible. Not
exactly Canberra winter horrible but
windy and cold enough that everyone
had a jumper or jacket on, beanies on
Saturday. Did I mention it was windy!!

The BPCR match is the ACT State Titles
and the range has had some remedial
work since our last visit. Now the banks
were 10 targets instead of banks of 5.
This messed with the sight picture for a
while as the numbers were hard to see
through the open sights. The extra
targets were very welcome to the 20
competitors and enabled the match to
move through quicker than usual.

Boof made himself comfortable as the
match progressed.

500m silhouette range

Great showing by our club members,
quite a few placings too. Well done eve-
ryone, probably the first time shot since
last January.
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Results .22 BPCR

Name Grade | Score | Place
Brad AA |27 |s/o2nd
Con AAA |26 |s/o
Dan M 27 |2nd
John |AAA 28 |2nd
Shayne | AAA |26 |s/o3rd

Highest overall score 29 in AAA, M & AA
won with 28. Very close scores.

Results BPCR

Name Grade |Score |Place
Brad AA 6

Con AA 8

Dan M 19 1st
John |B 5 2nd
Kellie |A 5

Shayne | AAA |15 3rd

Highest overall score 21 in AAA, AA won
with 20, A with12, B with 5.

Secretary’s Secretary’s Say
Sadly, for the second month in a row, I
sit down to write this newsletter with
tragic violence on the front page of the
news. Lake Cargelligo is only 160km
from our home.

We are thinking of those with health is-
sues, we hope you are keeping as best
you can. The medical merry-go-round
can sure make you dizzy.

Thanks to the members who came to
Canberra on the weekend for the BPCR
silhouette. It is always a fun match, and
it was great to catch up with folks. Hope
to catch up with everyone else at the
next couple of shoots.

Secretary’s Say

So, once again we shooters are to be
punished for something we did not do or
have any involvement in. For purely po-
litical reasons we once again become the
scapegoats for other “peoples” actions
and the authorities that failed in their
duties. We are now at the mercy of opin-
ion poll/media driven politicians enact-
ing laws that are driven by emotion and
point scoring rather than by well re-
searched and informed facts or consulta-
tion with those that are affected by them.
The total lack of consultation with the
shooting community is a big slap in the
face and we have been given no recourse.

There is a lot going on in the background
with our parent association, they aren’t
crowing from the rooftops about it like
some others, but they are getting on with
it. My advice would be to not donate
money towards so called “fighting funds”,
this was done in W.A and amounted to
nothing but a couple of letters and a
bunch of money that disappeared along
with the person who set it up.

The best thing we as a group can do is to
encourage as many of our family and
friends as possible to get their shooters
licence. As it stands, there are about a
million licenced shooters in Australia. If
everyone of us can get four people to get



their licence, that becomes five million.
That is a voting block that would scare
every politician in the country into pay-
ing attention.
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I also suggest that you add “collector” to
your licence categories if you have “heir-

looms” that you really would like to keep.

BRAA does hold a collector club licence;
there is no expiry date on it. [ will con-
firm that we are still valid and what we
need to do to comply.

Our next shoot would be Wellington on
the weekend of the 14-15th February,
however we are booked in at “Nioka” the
following weekend, 21-22 February.

That would mean two shoots in a row, so
we definitely need a show of hands,
Wellington, Nioka or both. Please RSVP
as soon as possible with your intentions
so that we can make plans.

Currently 43.8° in the shade on our east fac-
ing verandah. Stay cool!



