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Wellington AND Nioka

This month we put out two dates, and we
were pleased to be able to run both
shoots. So, grab a cuppa and settle in
for a BIG report.

First up was Wellington. After some
good rain the place was looking rather
green, and the slasher and mower had
been out making it very reminiscent of
Cooyal. The excavator was also out with
more work on the mounds in progress.

We had been expecting really hot
weather but instead it was windy. Not
just a breeze but distinctly windy as we
set up on the 300 yard target. A head
wind was rolling down the valley at us.
The mirage was promising to be nasty
too.

Now there are a few “rules of thumb”
with long range target shooting, Shayne
broke the main one by hitting a V bull
with his first shot. No pressure for the
rest of the sighters.

Dan skipped reloading by bringing out
the Shiloh, Brad was looking very settled,
and Richard was putting down a group
at 9 o'clock. Detail 2 were also warming
up. Keith hit a spotting disk, Ken H hit 3
x 5s but couldn’t make a V, Kellie had a
V and Jim had 2.

We then moved to the 500y. We actually
realised after the fact that we used the
600y face, oh well. It was still windy!
The cows watched on from their vantage
point. Shayne and Daniel were averag-
ing 4s, V bulls were elusive and only Dan
and Ken H hit a 5. Sharon, as scorer,
was choking on the free smoke from the
head wind.

We then broke for lunch. It was very
pleasant out of the wind. We caught up
on everyone's news before venturing out
to the 600 yard for the next distance.

Now this is where the fun started. Mark
was extra keen to be pit boss this time
and we soon found out why. Jim had
been very busy since last month and to
everyone's surprise up popped a buffalo
and there was much rejoicing. Thanks
Jim.

Surprise!

We decided to score him like the days of
old, a 5 for the heart, 3 for the black,
outside but on paper was a miss, we
were shooting “steel”. Unfortunately, it
was too windy to hear Sharon’s steel
clang sound effect.

Now after shooting circles for a while the
shape was messing with everyone a little.
Maybe everyone was smiling too much.
Maybe the wind and mirage were having
the most fun. As usual there were a cou-
ple of spots on the buffalo that became
very popular. The split between his back
legs, back feet, chin, numerous head



shots and a few hearts. Richard hit the
tuft of his tail and Brad gave him a new
eye.

We were finished around Spm and decided
we were done for the day. Our hosts called
in for a visit, and we were the lucky recipi-
ents of a large sponge cake. Who doesn’t
love cake with jam and fresh cream?
Thank you Dawn. I think we will start
awarding Dawn clubman of the year
points.

Sunday was overcast and cool to start and
everyone was keen to give the buffalo an-
other round, after coffee and bacon & eggs
of course. The 600y mound was soon
buzzing with activity as everyone set up.

With a pit crew and range officer ap-
pointed, we were all ready with Detail 2 up
first. Keith led off, Jim was having trou-
bles so opted to retire, Kellie was warming
up, and Ken was hearing some “thwacks”
through the target. Although with hearing
protection we had to double check what
word he was saying. It is always nice to
hear the crack followed by a thwack if you
can’t have a clang.

Detail 1 were up next and were straight
into it, Shayne broke the rule again with a
S5 to start. Actually, everyone hit at least
one S if not more this round. Nice work!

By now it was late morning. Too soon for
lunch? Too early to go home? We opted
for another round on the buffalo with no
sighters. By now it was sunny and that
pesky mirage was doing its thing, and it
was still windy.

Kellie shot the nearest the pin, 2” from the
centre of the heart. RO Shayne offered a
bonus shot, offhand for double points.
Everyone was so keen that [ hadn’t a
chance to call the pits and some of the
shots may have been short, but no hits.

Detail 1 then assumed the position and
gave the buffalo a fair thwack. Nearly eve-
ryone hit a 5 too. Now they stood up for
their offhand, Shayne hit the marker from
Brad’s last shot, Dan also hit black and

Richard an honourable mention for hitting
paper but no score. That was us all done.
Bonus points were not added to the total
scores.

Everyone packed up like the well-oiled ma-
chine we are, and we were soon back in
the shade of the club house having our
discussion and presentation over
lunch...... and cake. Lindsay & Dawn
joined us and shared their plans for up-
grades to the building. We have offered
sweat equity and Ken H is eying off a re-
build of the old lawnmower. The long
range mounds are progressing, Ken was
grinning at the prospect of more mowing.
We discussed target frames, sliding glass
doors and pot belly stoves. We also dis-
cussed hosting the 2026 Long Range Black
Powder Nationals. Lots of thumbs up.

With the delicious sponge cake devoured
and camp packed up, we all went our sep-
arate ways on a high from a good weekend
of shooting, and sugar.

Cub Cadet Ken H in his natural habitat



Wellington 3 convertible sighters
10 for score

Jim

Name |300y |500y |600y |600y |600y |Total |Place
Sat Sat Sat Sun Sun

600 |buff |buff buff

tar-

get
Shayne | 37.1 39 23 35 37(171.1| 1st
Dan 29.1 35| 29 33 20| 146.1| 2nd
Richard 9 26 19 17 18 89
Brad 33.1 28 18 25 28 132| 3rd
Keith 15 27 12 26 9 89
JimB | 26.2 19 17 dnf| dns| 62.2
Ken H 28 27 25 28 14 122
Kellie 26.1 23 18 23 16| 106.1

Brad
Keith

Brad Shayne
the push of the powder

Dan

Ken H

Kellie

Richard



Kellie’s nearest the pin

Brad

Wellington Crew

Nioka Report

B.R.A.A. Nioka range shoot , February 20-
22,2026

Well, the Nioka range shoot went ahead this
past weekend, and we had eight members
present. The numbers for both Wellington and
Nioka were wavering in the ‘twilight zone’ for a
while leading up their respective weekends as
replies had not been received but thankfully
the numbers came through for both, and they
were able to go ahead at both venues.

I for one was very grateful for the opportunity
to get out to make smoke and catch up with
club members. Having not effectively shot one
of these smoke poles for a full match since last
July, it had been ‘a long time between drinks’.
Present for the weekend was Mark G, Peter T,
Ken B, Jim B, Paul R, Brad S and “Boof” ( alas
no Kellie ) and myself. With Luke D & Amanda
joining us later on the Saturday for the
balance of the weekend. Did I mention it was
hot ?

Friday afternoon was spent doing the usual set
up of camps and then the set up of target
frames and targets. We had sufficient paint on
hand and while several of us got about putting
steel into the trailer, Brad went to work with a
rake and hoe ( that’s hoe ! ) cutting back the
vegetation on the main backstop behind the
1000 yd plate. The area is very dry and there
was plenty of dried saffron thistle in evidence.
Having gone from good rain and conditions last
year, it doesn’t take long for the Australian
summer to set you back a peg or two. A
handgun match was held the first afternoon
between the handgun shooters present and
suffice to say Paul did o.k. I refuse to comment
further. Two members had their .357 lever
guns with them and did some practice on the
200 and 300 metre plates. The ‘pling’ sound
was coming back fairly constantly too.

It was still hot that evening. Did I mention it
was warm ? Peter tried again to get the gas
hot water heater to play for the showers and it
gave a hint of working before giving up. As it
turned out, with the gal. tank on that water
stand. After two weeks plus of 35-41c. heat...
we didn’t need gas hot water. Solar power (
with no panels ) had been plenty. The
generator was on hand to run the BRAA
microwave and charge fridges and most of us
got about our meals before the obligatory chat
session around the table. Having been absent
from the conversations for a while it was
interesting to hear what people had to say.



There was the mandatory ‘b.s.” also of course
but there were some good discussions also
with most of the committee present.

So Saturday started cooler than Sunday, but
still warm. Having decided to shoot our Billy
Dixon distances for the Buffalo shoot. Ken
suggested we start with the 1000 yd plate first
and allow us to withdraw to some shade as
the sun intensified. I had to concede it was a
good idea, and history says I should heckle
Ken B about it... but I just had nowhere to go
:-(. Even Mark reminded me ( several times )
that I had agreed with Ken. Impossible !
Mark incidentally had opted out of shooting
due to a bad back. I may have mentioned the
‘Lithgow lifestyle’ may have been a
contributing factor but we left it at that. I
believe 45/70 was the predominant
chambering with two 50/90’s on the line as
well. Luke’s 40/70 Straight came into play a
little later.

As is our ‘new normal’ , we opted for seven
scoring shots with three convertible sighters.
Ten shots total at all distances other than the
‘off -hand’. We figured seven misses was
sufficient there. Two details of three and as we
retired back to the shaded area the scores
read. Brad 6, Gavin 6, Ken 4 and Paul 3.

Next was the off-hand at 200 mtrs. Gavin 6,
Jim 6*, Ken 4, Peter 4. The off hand target
was the 2’ bisaloy diamond. One of Kens
favourite targets. Out to 300 mtrs and the
rectangle. Back on sticks now and the shakes
were less visible...Brad 7, Gavin 7, Paul 7, Ken
6, Peter 6, Jim 4. Last target for day 1 being
the 3’ diamond suspended on the ‘A’ frames at
500 mtrs. Paul 7, Gavin 7, Peter 6, Ken 4, Jim
2 and Brad 1. With the main match completed
and given the heat of the day, some retired
whilst others brought out their lever guns and
others again did some more handgun
shooting. Finally, it was range closed, showers,
cold drinks and winding down. It had been a
very hot day but retiring to the shade early
had certainly helped.

With the dry conditions and more so, the
clearing of low weed and ground cover on the
main stop butt, fall of shot was evident and
easily corrected. Nothing to hide bullet entry
and tell tale dust to add to the impact point.
Several people were able to be given
corrections that got them onto the steel within
2-3 shots at most. Great effort Brad and
thanks again. It was always a good idea ..but
doing it works a lot better than talking about

it. Spotting on the main plate as always was
an issue periodically given the level of glare
bouncing off all that white in what was, on
average, around 37c+. Looking forward to May.

Luke and Amanda had arrived by now and
Matt had come down from the house on his
trusty new Honda 190cc ag. bike. It’s very
quiet and more like a stealth bomber to be
honest. Some cooked meals, some used the
microwave, some had salads.....but we all had
drinks. A cool wind that had come up on the
Friday evening was absent on the Saturday
evening unfortunately.

Although the wind that did arrive tried to take
my stretcher to Gunnedah. Wind reading over
the weekend had been fairly consistent up
until now but Sunday it made up for lost time.
Left- right, then left again. Varying in
intensity and then coming from behind. Most
of us got caught out several times. Another
big discussion session commenced around the
table over a number of different topics. Trying
to avoid this circus that our State government
has initiated without thinking first and then
endorsed by someone else at a Federal level
trying to pull back some popularity.
Refreshingly it’s one of the few times I've
listened to members of the public and dare I
say it, even our media. question the validity of
the proposals. Knowing full well, that if
current legislation and restrictions had been
followed by the authorities, the people at the
centre of the problem would never have been
granted a licence. Doesn’t mean it wouldn'’t
have happened of course as bad people find
ways to carry out bad deeds. Apparently due
diligence wasn’t enacted this time and there
was a tragic result.

Well Sunday morning came and it was hot
again. It never really dropped below mid 20’s
all night actually. Again, this time we had the
800 yd range and so moved forward to shoot
that distance first. Ken B hadn’t been well
when he arrived and was feeling worse on
Sunday morning and so headed home so we
were down to 7 shooters. Again, the misses
were picked up in the stop butt without issue
but spotting your hits on the plate through the
mirage was pretty interesting. Returning to
the shade we had Gavin 5, Paul-Peter & Brad
on 4, Amanda 2, Luke 1. The 2’ diamond was
next but off sticks today and what a run.
Paul-Luke-Amanda-Gavin-Brad all on 7 with
Jim and Peter on 6. Last distance was the 500
mtr diamond. Paul led with 7, Luke & Gavin



on 6, Peter 5, Brad & Jim 4 and Amanda with
1.
No awards, just bragging rights. More
importantly though, a chance to share a
passion, an interest that hurts no one and
rewards so many. | had a great time and other
than needing to rehydrate every 45 mins, I
hope all that attended had a good time also.
.. take care, shoot straight..hope to see you
when my sights are down.

Gavin D. / J.B.

Nioka crew sans Ken B

the Nioka targets



Secretary’s Secretary’s Say

Another great roll up and big thanks to
everyone for pitching in. People were al-
most arm wrestling each other to see who
was going to do what job at Wellington. As
the saying goes “many hands make light
work” and the same at Nioka.

Sounds like everyone had a great time and
good scores at Nioka despite the heat.
Hope you are feeling better Ken B. We
couldn’t make it due to the secretary’s
work and our 30t wedding anniversary
taking priority.

Wasn’t the buffalo target a great surprise?
Big thanks to Jim for nutting that out and
getting it done. The Cooyal buffalo rides
again.

Now I may have threatened in the past to
put knitting patterns and recipes in this
newsletter if there wasn’t much to report.
There is plenty to report but after a discus-
sion about camp cooking and the descrip-
tion of a few never fail recipes, here is our
first inductee to the BRAA Cook Book.
This is from a book called ‘Rabbit on a
Shovel’ by Lummo.

Our best wishes to those with health is-
sues, we hope you are keeping as best you
can and you enjoy the newsletter.

Secretary’s Say

It was so good to see so many shooters
over the two weekends this month. Some
could come to one, some the other and
some were able to do both. So originally
10 for Wellington (down to 8 on the day)
and 8 for Nioka means that “16” shooters
launched lead instead of only the 8 that
could attend one or the other. Attendance,
attendance, attendance in our current po-
litical circumstance is good for everybody
and our sport. As I see it, the more oppor-
tunities the better.



Goings on

We thought that having a table at the
Bathurst Arms Fair (7-8th March) would be
good to promote our sport and perhaps
grow our club, the organisers have finally
replied to our enquiry telling us that they
are booked out. They will keep us in mind
if there is a cancellation or there is a possi-
bility we could go to Maitland in Septem-
ber. Any takers to man a table?

There has been a lot of pressure behind
the scenes by your secretary over an ex-
tended period of time, (years), for the SSAA
to recognise Long Range Black Powder as a
stand alone discipline. They tried to tie it
into a couple of disciplines which haven’t
been the correct fit. (The target wasn’t cor-
rect for Silhouette. Powder and firearm
weren’t suitable for Long Range Precision.)
We are now, arguably correctly, in the fold
of the broader discipline of Muzzleloading,
being a black powder discipline. The pow-
der is correct, the target is correct, the
time period of the firearms is correct. We
can now compete for State and National ti-
tles in Long Range Black Powder Target Ri-
fle competitions.

We as a club have been offered the oppor-
tunity to host the 2026 SSAA Long Range
Black Powder Nationals and this time the
event will have both the BPCR and muzzle-
loaders vying for National medals in two
classes. Congratulations cartridge rifle
shooters, we are now official.

After much calendar cross referencing and
phone calls to potential interstate partici-
pants, the first weekend of October is the
preferred date. Yes, that is the long week-
end and we have been advised by the lo-
cals that accommodation in Wellington can
be tight with wind farm workers in town so
folks would need to book early.

I have been given the thumbs up by the
National president and discipline chair-
man. So now it is up to you as members to
decide if we go ahead with hosting.

Bear in mind, the target frames at Wellin-
ton are in good working order, Lindsay
tells me the mounds will be finished soon,
and I have had a discussion with another
club about them taking on the catering if
our members don’t wish to do so.

I have asked the committee to call an
extraordinary meeting at our Wellington
shoot next month, 14-15 March. This
meeting is overdue from last years AGM.
There are a number of topics which need
to be gone over and sorted out as well as
gauging support for hosting the above
event. Hope to see as many members as
possible there.



