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Wellington the windy

Well, we now know why the wind turbine
people are busy “greening” the area. It
was very, very windy this past weekend.
This however did not deter the dedicated
and 13 shooters and 2 supporters pre-
senting for the joy of our sport.

The easterly facing range was initially a
little sunny to see the targets, so we used
the time to do some running repairs on
the frames and aiming marks. Mark ap-
peared with an armload of black corflute
circles, and frames were patched with ply
and the new aiming marks pasted on.
Thanks to Mark for the corflute and eve-
ryone for pitching in. Job was done in
no time.

By 10am we were all set up to start with
our new buffalo target from 600 yards.
The target went up, and the frame
snapped in the wind. Did I mention it
was windy? The second frame was sent
up with additional bracing, and it held
on but took 3 people to wrangle it. We
were scoring it a 5 for the heart and 3 for
the body and was taking every effort to
get on to the target. Eventually the
scores rolled in and a few 5s were shot.
Gavin landed one dead centre in the
“heart”.

( sorry mate, we forgot about organising
the cash pool...)

Nearest the pin

The 2rd detail had less windy conditions
but then we could see mirage, this way,
that way, every way but again a few Ss.

Brad holding his elevation

It was sunny and getting warmer as we
broke for lunch and the shade of the
club house was very welcome. As usual
we lunched longer than we should and
eventually we made it back out to the
600y mound for a crack at the standard
target.

By now it was hot and breezy and even
hotter when the breeze stopped. The
cows watched on with disinterest. The
mirage was as bad as the earlier wind.
The target was looking like a spinning
saw blade, but Mark’s bright orange
markers were glowing, and it was easy to
see the scores. The results were mixed
in the tough conditions. Mark ended his



string on a V, John and Brad on a 5.
Brad topped this one with a solid 37.

By the end of the two details, it was too
late to get through another distance, so
we opted for hydration and nibbles and
our discussion with the agenda items
Sharon hadn’t actually sent out. Sorry
team. With plenty of catching up and
topics to cover we started on the small
and not negotiable.

Great improvement call from Mark to
wear eye protection in the pits, thanks
Peter for the donation of safety glasses.
We discussed plenty of topics, some were
short and sweet, others took much
longer. Some great ideas emerged and
after weighing up the logistics we decided
we would offer to host the 2026 Long
Range Black Powder Nationals for car-
tridge rifles and muzzleloaders at Wel-
lington in October. Calendar shuffles
and logistics will be confirmed as plan-
ning progresses. With the hope for no
more gale force winds we all turned in for
the night.

Sunday was initially cool and still as we
had breakfast and caffeinated for the
day. By 08:50 we were on the line and
on cue the wind started up. Unfortu-
nately, both Jim B and John weren’t feel-
ing 100% so opted to sit the day out.

Shayne broke the rule again with a 5 as
his first sighter. Ken H was worried
about a wild shot but was reassured that
when the target goes down there is al-
ways hope and it was a ‘Gary’of a 4. It
was all part of the “thwack attack”, we
could hear the thwack of the projectiles
into the target. Again, the mirage was
nasty, and scores were well deserved.

During this detail a fox casually saun-
tered across the range between the 500
and 400y mounds and paid us abso-
lutely no heed. It occasionally pounced
on something and had a munch. We re-
sumed shooting once it was off the range

and it continued on its merry way to-
wards us, casually walking past like we
were not there and meandered down the

L |

Our sauntering fox

Later it circled back around the club
house, back out on the range, up and
through the pistol range and off up the
hill to our left like it owned the place.
Whether it was old and deaf or deaf from
shooting, or both, it was so used to peo-
ple being on the range it didn’t even
flinch. There was also a pair of Wedgetail
Eagles cruising the thermals and a beau-
tiful Kite hovered momentarily near us
before zooming off.

Detail 2 had the hotter conditions and
the mirage only let up to change direc-
tion. Richard had worked out his load
problem and was working with it as a
learning exercise. Ken B declared a
“Gary” shot, predicting it would be a 2 at
2 o’clock, it was a V. That’s what Swiss
will do for you.

Ken B’s ‘2 at 2 o’clock’-V bull

Gavin hit a shot marker. Keith was find-
ing his groove after Dan helped him with
some tweaks to his sights and Dan



changed loads for his last 3 shots just to Results
mix it up and use some discard bullets,

it’s been too hot for casting out our way. 3 convertible sighters 10 for score

By now it was late morning but the vote Name 600y |00y [600y |300y @ |Total |Piace
at breakfast had been to go straight from sat |sat |sun |600y
the 600y target at 600y to the 300y tar- Sun
get at 600y, no sighters, 10 for score.
Challenge accepted!! 22” aiming mark at
600y. Who came up with this idea? sight-

ers
“Aim small, miss small”

Gavin
The pit crew changed the target, and we 25 | 22| 311231 (101l

assumed the position. We scored the KenB | 28 | 26 | 36 |14 104 |3rd
whole target as it was at 600 and it

looked so small even through the spot- Rich- 9 2 7 13 21

ting scope. It was hot, the mirage was no ard

one’s friend but realising the scores of 1 Keith 12 | 22 | 33 |15 80

just outside the aiming mark would be a

4 on the 600y target, it was worth having Kelie | 21 | 28 | 21 |13 83

a “thwack”. Gavin was having trouble

deciding which of his 3 loads to use. We Pan 1 33 |36.1|37.1(27.1 |133.3 |1st

had joked about a bucket shoot. There

Sh
was only a couple of misses, so it shows el 30| 36 \37.1)\20 123.1 |2nd

how much everyone has.lmproved and‘l Mark | 19 291|928 1 |23 99 2
that was a tough target in tough condi-

tions so well done all. Peter 8 21 | 25 |16 70
The day was then deqared and the range John | 25 | 21 | dns ldns 146
packed up in record time and the shade

sought as welcome relief. KenH | 17 | 16 | 19 |12 64
It has be'come our practice to sit anpl re- JmB | 11 | 24 | dns |ldns |35
lax a while after the pack down. Itis a

positive move, having something to eat Brad 23 | 37 | 28 |8 26

and drink, winding down and having a
chat sets everyone up for the drive home.

We held our presentation and took our
group photo. Shayne had donated a
prize of a multitool for a non-winning
shooter who had shot all shots and all
distances and that was awarded to Ken
H. While we had a good discussion
about prizes last night, this weekend
Dan took out the Jamesons from Shayne
with a bottle of Baileys. I think that cov-
ered St Patrick’s Day.

Great shooting everyone.

March crew
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Secretary’s Secretary’s Say

What a windy weekend and much drier
than last month. Thank you for travel-
ling everyone. The current fuel issues
aren’t making our sport any cheaper.
Diesel is 289.9¢/L locally today (18t
Mar).

A big thanks to Lindsay for spraying the
weeds for us, perfect timing. I hope eve-
ryone noticed how much slashing had
been done and how complete the long
range mounds are, again, thank you
Lindsay.

Our best wishes to those with health is-
sues, we hope you are keeping as best
you can.

Thanks everyone for helping, when eve-
ryone does a bit, no one has to do a lot.

My thanks to Julie who putters around
the club house doing important little jobs
while we are on the line.

Secretary’s Say

Thanks Jim and Mark for your work
quoting up target materials. I think we
have now worked out a simple and cost-
effective target manufacturing process.

The attendance year ends June 30, keep
this in mind and please advise if you at-
tend pistol matches elsewhere and have
BRAA as your primary club. We have
been posting in the SSAA pages as soon
as they are full so I think most people
will be good for longarm attendances.

A wander down to the long range
mounds showed how much work has
been done. Thank you to our range
owner and host. To stand on a 1000y
mound with a clear sight to the targets is
awesome.

1000 yards
We hope everyone has a relaxing Easter.

Good luck to Shayne who is planning on
travelling to WA over easter (pending fuel
availability and price) for the Muzzleload-
ing Nationals (short range).

Our discussion on Saturday evening was
probably long overdue and there were
some keen opinions and some great
ideas, news and opportunities for the fu-
ture. We will stagnate if we don’t have
passionate people to drive the buses and



we don’t always have to be on the same
bus either. We can catch a train too; we
are all trying to get to the same destina-
tion. Fun, safe and enjoyable shooting of
our Buffalo rifles.

We had been worried after Bondi that
our sport was under fire but there are
several major events on this year that we
can compete in, here’s one for you;

The BPCR Silhouette Nationals were
announced today (17/03/2026) and will be
hosted by SSAA Para on the Monarto Sil-
houette Range in SA.

The South Australian Silhouette shooters invite all
to attend the Australian BPCR Silhouette National
Championships 18-21 June 2026

Nominations $35 per day or $90 for all.

18™ June: Range set up and Practice

19" June: 40 shot BPCR Smallbore Iron sights
20" June: 40 shot BPCR Iron sights

21% June: 40 shot BPCR Any sights

Camping is available at range. BBQ Saturday

Night All enquiries to John Visnyai
at johnviz@hotmail.com or 0421117391

For anyone who hasn’t been before, these
blokes put on a great shoot. The range
amenities are good for camping on site or
there are a number of accommodation
options in Murray Bridge nearby.

After the club’s decision to host the LRBP
Nationals, an expression of interest and
proposal have been submitted to the Na-
tional Discipline Chairman. We will con-
tinue to plan behind the scenes while we
await formal approval.

Consequently, our calendar will be ad-
justed to accommodate the Nationals to
be held from 2nd — 5th of October.

As we decided on the weekend, the Billy
Dixon @ Nioka has been moved to the
weekend of 17-18th October rather than
September. Thanks Gavin for confirming
the dates with “Nioka”.

The next monthly shoot on the calendar
is 11-12th April at Wellington. An email
will go out as usual to confirm.

Sharon’s views

Dan’s V-bull on the 300 @ 600 target

Gavin also scored a V-bull on this tiny target
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