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     A Letter Home from Buffalo Camp                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                   by Mike Moran      
My Dearest Annie,  
 Well, little sister, it seems like a whole year has passed since I 
left home but I know it has only been a few months.  I hope you and 
Mother and Father are faring well.  I miss you all dearly, but I’m very 
excited about my new adventures.  There are fortunes to be made in the 
buffalo hide market, and I’ve finally met up with a group of hunters 
who were willing to take me on. 
 They call themselves the Black River Buffalo Runners, and oh, 
how these boys can shoot.  In fact, let me tell you about a recent contest I attended with them in the beginning 
of May.  Now, I joined up with them not long ago and they have been kind enough to loan me a gun and teach 
me all I need to know about shooting and reloading.  I know you are not very interested in firearms and such, 
but Father likes to hear all the details so I hope you’ll let him read this letter.   
 We set up a 
camp to await the 
migration of the 
buffalo herd, which is 
expected in another 
few weeks.  While 
here we set about 
getting our equipment 
ready and practicing 
our shooting.  It is 
quite an honor to 
shoot with these 
fellows, and they are 
very competitive.  In 
fact, they have 
devised a little contest                               Part of the gathering in the “tent city.”                                                        
to see who will be named top shooter.  Let me describe how the contest was conducted.   
 The main contest is called the “Little Quigley Match” which consists of steel targets set out at 100 yards 

and 200 yards.  Each man shoots 5 shots on each 
target.  We shot the 200-yard targets first.  There was 
a buffalo, and octagon, and a diamond, which we shot 
seated resting our rifle barrels on a set of crossed 
sticks.  We did our shooting in relays, firing one shot 
in turn as our names were called.   The first relay fired 
5-shots at the buffalo, then the next relay took a seat 
on the firing line, then the next until everyone was 
done.  Then the first relay started again but shooting 
at the octagon. 
 These targets were sized to represent targets at the 
big “Quigley Match” in Montana.  Maybe some of us 
will get to go there too, if we shoot well enough.  
That buffalo target was only about a foot tall, but it 
was meant to look actual size as if it was at 800 yards.      

       This is the small “buffalo” gong hung at 200 yards.              I could barely see it in my sights.  The octagon was 
sized to look like the one at 600 yards, and the diamond looks like the one at 400 yards.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                              This is “Hannah,” Mike Nesbitt’s heavy .44/77, a Hartford model with a #2 barrel   
 

After firing our shots at the targets out at 200 yards, we turned our attention to the 100-yard target.  That 
one is in the shape of a bucket.  You’d think being closer that it would be easier to shoot but to make it more 
challenging, we shot it standing up with no support or what we call “offhand.”  Some of these rifles weigh over 
15 pounds, so it can be quite a challenge.  By the way, this target in Montana is out at 350 yards, and still shot 
offhand.   

Annie, you should see the rifles we use, they are the big buffalo guns I dreamed about.  Three of the 
“runners” out here use the big .50 caliber Sharps guns and those sure do “boom” when they’re fired.  Those 
certainly do sound different when compared to the .45 caliber rifles and especially different from the somewhat 
older .44/77 that Mike Nesbitt used in the 
match.  There was also one Army “needle gun” 
used in the Little Quigley Match, shot by 
“Loco Jeff” Ritter.  The rifle I’ve borrowed is 
an 1874 Bridgeport Model made by C. Sharps 
Arms.  It’s the real McCoy!  It’s chambered for 
a .45/70 Government cartridge, has a 34-inch 
barrel, and the mid-range rear sight on it lets 
me pinpoint the targets even at those far off 
distances.  My cartridges had 405-grain bullets 
loaded over 65 grains of 1.5Fg Swiss black 
powder and a .030 vegetable wad.   

The winner of that match was a fellow 
named Allen Cunniff, who hit 19 times with 
his 20 shots.  That was a new camp record                  “Loco Jeff” Ritter aims his 1873 Springfield “needle gun.”   
because previously the top score was 17 hits.  The old record was shared by Allen Cunniff and Jerry Mayo.  
Again, Allen used his favorite .45/70 from C. Sharps Arm with paper patched loads.  I took second place hitting 

15, and third place was Jerry Mayo.  
Jerry, also using heavy paper patched 
loads, scored 15 hits, but I had more hits 
on the bucket which broke the tie.   For 
scoring, each hit counts as 10 points.  I’ll 
continue to name the top five shooters; 
Mike Nesbitt used his heavy .44/77 by C. 
Sharps Arms (Hefty Hannah) to take 4th 
place and Joel Miles, a hunter from 
Idaho, used his .45/70 “Gemmer/Sharps” 
to finish in 5th place.  
 Of course, while we’re waiting for 
the buffalo herd to arrive, we need to      
feed ourselves, and these buffalo guns are     

                               Mike Moran fires at a 200-yard target.                           just too big to shoot small game with, so 
each man also has a lever action rifle as a camp gun.  Well, as you might expect, these boys turned that into a 
contest too.  Out in the woods nearby they set up a bunch of steel targets in the shape of animals and each man 



got to shoot 15 shots from his rifle, plus one more shot into the middle of his scorecard as a tie breaker.  This 
they dubbed the “Meat Hunt.”  

The winner was Allen Cunniff 
again, shooting his iron receiver Henry 
rifle in .44 caliber.  Allen hit 14 out of 
the 15 targets.  I came in second, 
shooting my Model ’73 carbine, also 
hitting 14 but Allen’s tie breaker was 
better than mine, and Bob DeLisle, 
using an old Winchester Model ’92 
Short Rifle in .32/20, took third place 
by hitting 13 targets.    
 In the evening we would sit around 
and tell stories of past hunts and other 
adventures, or discuss shooting 
techniques, and clean our guns.  Bob 
DeLisle put on a paper patch seminar, 
showing us his technique for wrapping 
the bullet in paper to prevent leading in 
the barrel.  Everyone enjoyed the few                    
fiddle-tunes I played, and Jerry brought   

             Joel Miles loads another round into his “Gemmer/Sharps”                   his mandolin.  Then they put up a 
screen and we had a moving picture show.  (That was “She Wore A Yellow Ribbon” and we all drank a toast to 
Captain Nathan Brittles.)  We even had some 
folks singing songs and reciting poetry.  It was 
really quite a good time.   
 The next morning there was another set 
of steel targets for our revolvers.    This time it 
took only 10 shots, and Kenny Witt took first 
place hitting 9 with his brother Tom’s .44 Colt, 
Mike Nesbitt took second place with 8 hits 
using his .44 Russian, and Allen Cunniff took 
third with 7 hits from his 7 ½-inch barreled 
.44/40 Colt.  I gave that a good try with my 
nickel plated .45 Colt, that Father wouldn’t let 
me leave home without, by getting six hits.  
None of those targets were easy to hit and at 
least one shot was at a “bear” about 80 yards up 
the hill.  Revolver shooting certainly takes 
practice.  That was some good shooting those 
who placed in the match did, and I’m sure we 
won’t go hungry when we need to get some                    Bob DeLisle showed us how he rolls his paper patched bullets 
meat for the pot.                                                           
 Annie, this was no match just for the honor of winning.  No, there were prizes, and good ones to boot!  
The top three shooters in each of the 3 matches got to pick from either a pound of gun powder, a magazine 
subscription, or a small bottle of “Snake Oil” for gun cleaning.  There was also an aggregate score, which was 
the total of the Little Quigley and the Meat Hunt matches.  And then everyone got to pick a prize off the main 
pile of shooting or hunting goods in the order that they scored.  As you can see, I got to pick more than one 
prize and Allen Cunniff, who placed in each of the events, got to select four prizes. 
 Here are the names of the top five shooters for the aggregate; Allen Cunniff, me (Mike Moran), Jerry 
Mayo, Joel Miles, and Bob DeLisle.  Three out of the five of us used paper patched bullets while Joel Miles and 
myself used the “ringed ball,” what most of the runners refer to as a “naked bullet,” of the government load. 



         The list of prize contributors is a good one and you might recognize some of the names of these people or 
companies.  It begins with C. Sharps Arms and continues with; Roy Marcot, The Single Shot Exchange, John 
Walters, Wolfe Publishing Company, Accurate Molds, Schuetzen Powder Company, Mike Nesbitt, 
Tommymaker, Ironhorse Industries (Snake Oil), Bear River Powder, Bob DeLisle, Dan Johnson, Allen Cunniff, 
Will Ulry, and Wes Davis.  The prize I got for my 2nd place in the aggregate was a well-made “bread box” such 
as the wooden boxes that held 50 pounds of “hard tack” for the Army.  That was made by Wes Davis and I’ll be 

using it, probably for years to come, as a 
chest or a trunk to hold my clothes, 
ammunition, and whatever gear I can 
put into it.  Yes, I can even sit on the 
box so it becomes my chair out here 
where there are no chairs…                   

It was lucky for us that a 
photographer was also in camp with all 
of his equipment.  That gives us pictures 
of all the “runners” and some of the 
camps.  Maybe you can pick me out in 
some of these pictures to see if I’ve 
changed… 

I hope Father is proud of the way 
I shot in the match.  All those years 
shooting on the farm really helped 
prepare me for this.  I wanted so badly 
to impress the other fellows so I could 
join in when the buffalo hunt starts.  
Looks like I’ll be able to.  I’ll tell you all 
about it in my next letter.   
                Your brother, Mike 
 

                          Here’s the bread box, already being put to use. 

Buffalo Runners, standing from left, Phil Wiebe, Ed Lagergren, Jerry Mayo, Joel Miles, Kenny Witt, Allen Witt, &    
    Loco Jeff Ritter, kneeling, Mike Moran, Mark Davis, Bob DeLisle, Allen Cunniff, Tom Witt, and Mike Nesbitt 

Buffalo Camp was held May 13th – 15th, 2022 at the Capitol City Rifle & Pistol Club in Littlerock, WA, home of 
the Black River Buffalo Runners 



 



  The Black River Buffalo Runners’ 

PAPER PATCH     
       MATCH     By Jerry Mayo 

This was the second specialty match of the year and our 
Black River Buffalo Runners faced the ghosts of their past this 
month in the form of paper patched bullets.  The paper patch round is 
one of the most rewarding yet difficult forms of ammunition in the 
buffalo hunter’s arsenal.   

Our 
Match 
director 
for this 
event was Bob DeLisle.  Bob is more 
than qualified to run this match as I don’t 
believe he’s shot a grease grove bullet in 
four or five years choosing instead the 
paper patched bullet.  Club Safety Officer 
Tom Brown was on-hand to serve as our 
Range Safety Officer.  Tom had a busy 
morning as he also fired up the coffee pot 
as well as the wood stove, and both of   

           Allen’s load is 3rd from left, Mike’s is 2nd from right            those added to the comfort for this fairly 
cold morning.  Thanks to all who made for a fun and safe shoot. 

Scores from this event are not applied to the yearly aggregate.  Here is how we ran the 
scoring.  We appreciate all our Black River Buffalo Runners but not all choose to deal with these 
paper patch rounds.  They’re course of fire will be the same as paper patched bullet shooters, 
however, scores will simply be adjudicated separately.  The course of fire for this match is the same 
as used for our aggregate matches.  We fired ten shots at 100 yards at a single-bullseye target, ten 
more shots at a 200-yard single bullseye target.  No relays were needed so all shooters were on the 
line and had the choice of which distance to shoot first. 

Our top paper patch shooter was Allen Cunniff with a score of 181-X.  Allen’s ammunition 
for his .45/70 was loaded with 72½ grains of Swiss 1½ Fg powder under two .060” Walters’ fiber 
wads which were beneath the bullet.  That bullet was a dual diameter paper patch design from Steve 
Brooks’ Tru-Bore Bullet Moulds.  No lube was used in his target loads so Allen wiped the bore 
between shots.  Last month’s match using grease grove bullets was won with a 183-3X.   Not much 
of a loss of accuracy.  Good shooting Allen.   

Our number two shooter was Mike Nesbitt with a 167-X.  Mike was shooting a .50/70 by C. 
Sharps Arms which carries the moniker “Moonbeam.”   His load included 65 grains of Olde Eynsford 
1 1/2F powder under a .030 wad, then 1/8th-inch or more of BPC lubricant, topped off by a 505-grain 
patched bullet cast from a Ballard mold.  Even with the lube, Mike wiped the bore between shots. 

In third place was Bob DeLisle, scoring 165-X using his Sharps Model 1874 by Pedersoli in 
.45/70.  Phil Wiebe was our fourth-place shooter, blasting away with his big .45/90 by C. Sharps 
Arms to score 158.  Jerry Mayo, speaking of myself in 3rd person, shot his C. Sharps Arms 1874 
Hartford to post a 152-X.  In sixth place was Mike Moran who shot his targets early, properly 
witnessed as allowed by our rules, because he would not be able to be with us on the day of the 
match.  Mike, that’s him on the cover, scored 138 with a borrowed C. Sharps Arms in .45/70.   



The scores for the non-paper patch shooters found Ken Kurfurst at the top using his 
Remington Hepburn .40/82.  Ken scored 191-2X.  Second was “Loco” Jeff Ritter posted 167-X with 
a C. Sharps Arms .45/90.  Curt Lokovsek placed third in the scoring at 164-X with his Remington 
Hepburn in .45/90.  Fourth in the non-paper patch category was Tom Witt.  Tom shot his C. Sharps 
Arms ’74 Hartford in .50/70 to score 163-X.  And coming in fifth we find Will Ulry, using a Shiloh 
Sharps .45/70 and scoring 128.   

                                                                          Scores for Paper Patch Shooters 
                      Name             Rifle/Cartridge         100 yd.  200 yds. Total  

1st Allen Cunniff          ’74 C. Sharps Arms .45/70        89   92-X  181-X  
2nd Mike Nesbitt         ’74 C. Sharps Arms .50/70        79-X 88  167-X 
3rd Bob DeLisle         1874 Pedersoli .45/70        87-X 78  165-X 
4th Phil Wiebe         ’74 C. Sharps Arms .45/90        76  82  158 
5th Jerry Mayo         ’74 C. Sharps Arms .45/70        74-X 78  152-X  
6th Mike Moran          ’74 C. Sharps Arms .45/70        67  71  138 

Only 10 points separated our paper patch and non-paper patch leaders.  That is one well-placed bullet’s 
difference.  The paper patched bullet is still a fine round.   

 
Scores for Non-Paper Patch 

                      Name             Rifle/Cartridge         100 yd.  200 yds. Total  
1st Ken Kurfurst           Rem. Hepburn .40/82        94-X  97-X  191-2X 
2nd “Loco” Jeff Ritter          ’74 C. Sharps Arms .45/90        77X  90  167-X 
3rd Curt Lokovsek          Rem. Hepburn .45/90        85  79-X  164-X 
4th Tom Witt           ’74 C. Sharps Arms .50/70        82  81-X  163-X 
5th Will Ulry                   1874 Shiloh .45/70         72  56  128 

 

Buffalo Runners from left standing; Will Ulry, Jerry Mayo, Tom Witt, Allen Cunniff, Ken Kurfurst, 
Bob DeLilse, and Phil Wiebe, kneeling; Loco Jeff, Mike Nesbitt and Curt Lokovsek,  

Pistols were used for the after-match. As our rules dictate, pistols had to fire black powder, lead 
cast bullets and preferably of a style and caliber specific to the old west period.  The target is ten-and-
one-half inches square with a five-and-one-half inch bullseye placed at 10 yards.  The match consisted 
of 10 shots.  There is only one winner for this match and, again, Allen Cunniff took the prize.  He was 
shooting his Single Action “Flat Top” Colt in .44-40 and Allen posted an amazing score of 100-4X.  
Great shooting Allen! 



 

 



The A.C. Tackitt Outfit 
 
                                                                                                                           By Leo J. Remiger 
 
About all we currently know of the A.C. Tackitt Outfit is based on articles from various 1877 newspaper editions 
of The Graham Leader, published in Graham, Texas.  We begin with the first mention of A.C. Tackitt recruiting 
the men, which will form his outfit, prior to heading to the plains for a season of buffalo hunting.  The following 
appeared in the 8 September 1877 issue:  
 

“The Buffalo Trade 
 
“Several large loads of buffalo hides passed through town this week, which for the past year have 
been almost an everyday occurrence.  Thousands of wagons loaded with these hides are constantly 
engaged in hauling them from the frontier of Texas to the nearest rail road depot.  It has been and 
will be a great source of wealth to North-west Texas. 
 
“We regret to lose from our midst Mr. G.E. Kumpe, who left on Wednesday for the buffalo range.  
He won many friends during his stay here, who wish him success in his new field of labor. 
 
“We were informed a few days since that on the 24th inst., 15,000 head of buffalo were seen at the 
head of California creek, in Archer County, traveling in a South-westerly direction. 
 
“Mr. A.C. Tackitt left Wednesday for the range to engage in killing buffalo.  Several of the “boys” 
went with him to try the pleasures of skinning them.  Among them are Messrs. Kumpe, Bowie, 
Wamble, Davenport, and Perry Tackitt.  We trust they may find it a profitable business, and return 
“many days hence” right side up.”1 

 
It didn’t take “many days hence” before Mr. G.E. Kumpe decided skinning buffalo was not the life time vocation 
he desired.  When A.C. Tackitt returned to Graham for supplies, his return was reported in the 29 September 1877 
issue of The Graham Leader as follows: 
 

“Mr. A.C. Tackitt returned from the range last Thursday and reports buffalo quite plentiful.  He is 
in after supplies and will leave next Monday. 
 
“Hunters and stockmen inform us that wild turkeys are plentiful and that they are getting quite fat 
on the fresh buds of the trees and other tender vegetation putting forth since our recent copious 
rains. 
 
“It is with pleasure that we announce the return of Mr. G.E. Kumpe, who, having grown tired of 
“buffalo life,” has come back to his old post.  His many friends are glad to see him back.”2 

 
On 27 October 1877, The Graham Leader reported that Wilder and Glasgow had returned from a trip to Ft. Griffin 
where they mentioned the “times lively and everything flourishing.  Jack says Griffin has three or four stores, a 
hotel and twenty-three saloons.”  Meanwhile Wamble and Bowie, who had returned to town from A.C. Tackitt’s 
outfit on the range, expressed themselves “satisfied, and although they are both ‘pizen’ they are sorry they ever 
heard of a buffalo.” 
 
A.C. Tackitt’s arrival in the city of Graham was mentioned again in the 10 November 1877 issue of The 
Graham Leader: 
 

“Mr. A.C. Tackitt, came in this week from the buffalo range.”3 



 
On 1 December 1877, The Graham Leader mentioned A.C. Tackitt’s arrival in Graham again, this time with a lot 
of nice buffalo meat: 
 

“Ches. Tackitt came in this week from the range, bringing a large lot of nice buffalo meat.  He 
thinks there will be three times as many buffalo killed this season as there was last.”4 

 
While on the surface this looks like a minimal amount of information it is interesting from many standpoints. 
 
1.  We see that A.C. Tackitt was typical of the majority of hunting outfits in Texas, it was small, yet it was larger 
than the average four-man outfit.  If the article published all the names of the men who composed the outfit, we 
see there were five men besides A.C. Tackitt. 
 
2.  We see that not every man who signed up to skin buffalo considered it a suitable life time vocation - G.E. 
Kumpe left at the first opportunity. 
 
3.  We see, yet again, that these men went out for meat as well as hides. 
 
4.  We see that they went to the range when the hides were prime and worth the most money.  The temperatures 
also meant the meat was less likely to spoil and could be transported easily.  
 
According to the 5 October 1878 issue of The Graham Leader, that A.C. Tackitt and his family moved to Oregon 
City, Baylor County, Texas in 1878.5 
 
 
Sources: 
1.  “The Buffalo Trade,” The Graham Leader, Graham, Texas, 8 September 1877, Page 3 
2.  The Graham Leader, Graham, Texas, 29 September 1877, Page 3 
3.  The Graham Leader, Graham, Texas, 10 November 1877, Page 3 
4.  The Graham Leader, Graham, Texas, 1 December 1877, Page 3 
5.  The Graham Leader, Graham, Texas, 5 October 1878, Page 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           “Fast is fine but accuracy is everything,” Wyatt Earp 

 
“A man's rights rest in three boxes; the ballot box, jury box, and the cartridge box,”– Frederick Douglass 
 
“Wise men speak because they have something to say; fools speak because they have to say something,” Plato 
 
“In years long-numbered with the past, when I was verging upon manhood, my every thought was 
ambitious—not to be wealthy, not to be learned, but to be great.  I desired to link my name with acts & 
men of honor—not only to the present, but to future generations,” George Armstrong Custer 

 

 

 



PRODUCT REVIEW: 

SPG AMERICAN GUILD WOOD            
FINISH 

                                                                                        By Allen Cunniff        

The look and feel of a fine wood finish is a key element of an appreciation 
of traditional wood and steel firearms.  The natural character and warmth of 
wood has a greater aesthetic than the synthetic components of many modern 
firearms, particularly when premium grades of increasingly expensive wood are 
selected for viewing enjoyment.  For those who appreciate a fine hand finish to 
showcase woodwork, SPG (www.blackpowderspg.com) offers its American 
Guild Wood Finish, a linseed oil-based penetrating finish (proudly made in the 
USA) that promises to apply easily to all wood projects.   

I determined to test this finish on a favorite project of my own, more specifically a Stevens Favorite 
single shot rifle that I had recently refurbished and fitted with a new stock of American walnut.  Since I wanted 
to see how well this finish would fill wood grain, I chose this particular 

wood for the test due to its open pores.  
Before applying American Guild Wood 
Finish, I first stained the stock with Laurel 
Mountain stain to achieve the color that I 
sought. After allowing the stain to dry 
completely I began to apply the finish just 
a few drops at a time.  Rather than using 
an open container of finish, I transferred a 
small amount of the finish from its bottle 
to a small light resistant bottle equipped with an eyedropper.  This enabled me to 
apply controlled drops during application and keep the bottle of unused finish 
stored in its original box.  The finish itself is very 
thin and penetrating, unlike many commercial stock 
finishes that are viscous and prone to uneven 
application.  The first coat went on within just a few 
minutes and worked into the wood easily by hand.  
Once applied, the coat felt almost dry to the touch 

with a satin sheen, working perfectly with the stain I had applied.  After 24 hours, I 
burnished the surface with 0000 steel wool, cleaned the surface, and applied the 
following coat.  I followed this same routine for 2 more coats before the smaller 
pores in the wood began to fill completely.  Each subsequent coat applied easily 
and blended completely with the previous application.  The deep oil finish 
enhances natural color and figure in the wood.  Each application required only a 
few drops of finish to achieve complete coverage.   

American Guild Wood Finish is sold in a 4 oz bottle, but trust me when I 
say that is a LOT of finish and will finish multiple stocks.  I have applied 6 coats 
on this project and have scarcely put a dent in the finish used.  The packaging includes not only manufacturer’s 

instructions, but also recommendations from long-time users of the 
product who share their best practices.  For a high-quality 
traditional finish, it is hard to beat the SPG American Guild Wood 
Finish for its results and ease of application. 

SPG American Guild Wood Finish is available on the SPG 
website (www.blackpowderspg.com) for $20 for the 4 oz bottle. 

about:blank
about:blank


 

 



   OUTSTANDING PRODUCTS:  by Mike Nesbitt 
            SHARPS FIREARMS,          
                VOLUME III 
       
 Once again it is my great pleasure to 
review another volume of Sharps 
Firearms by Roy Marcot.  This is for 
Volume III out of the four-volume set 
and this is written by Roy Marcot, Ron 
Paxton and Edward W Marron, Jr.  
Volume III is about the target rifles 
plus specific models of the Sharps 
1874 plus the 1875 as well as the 1877 
Models.  This book contains a wealth 
of detail and information about these 
Sharps rifles, gorgeously illustrated 
with Ron Paxton's photography, and 
I’m learning a lot. 
 Sharps rifle fanciers have known this 
book was coming for at least two 

years.  This volume is divided into 21 chapters.  There are 13 chapters covering several specific versions of the 
Model 1874 Sharps rifles, one more chapter dedicated to the rare Model 1875 rifles, and 3 more chapters about 
the 1874 transition to 1877 rifles.  That is followed by a chapter about the Freund Brothers and their alterations 
to Sharps rifles.  Following that is one more chapter about other conversions and modifications to Sharps 
firearms which includes the famous Meacham conversions plus several by unknown gunsmiths.  Then there are 
two more chapters; one about the Sharps metallic ammunition and the other about the Sharps reloading tools.   
 To be just a little more specific, Chapter 7, which is about Heavy Barrel Model 1874 Rifles, drew me 
like a magnet.  That’s where I started reading.  This chapter contains the only mention of buffalo hunting and 
that portion of the chapter is rather short.  What is mentioned much more are the heavy rifles made for 
benchrest shooting.  Benchrest shooting evolved from the heavy muzzleloading “bench guns” and continued 
with the heavy breechloaders such as the Sharps.  Of course, benchrest shooting and competition continues to 
this day, however, not particularly with black powder. 
 Old records revealed that just over 200 of the Sharps rifles were made which weighed over 16 pounds!  
Those rifles were capable of some fantastic shooting and at least a very few of those targets have been 
preserved or recorded.   
 This book is dedicated to the Sharps target rifles as well as other variations in the Models of 1874, 1875, 
and 1877.  (The buffalo rifles were covered in Volume II.)  Creedmoor rifles are given serious recognition as 
well as the Creedmoor matches.  There are sporting models of the famous Sharps 1874 rifle included in the 
book, in their own separate chapters.  Those include the famous Business Rifle and, in another chapter, the 
Hunter’s Rifle.  Another that gets a specific chapter are the “A” rifles.  To continue just briefly about the 
versions of the Sharps 1874 that are covered, there are chapters on the 1874 Military rifles and another on the 
1874 Military target rifles.  This book certainly covers the 1874 rifles in details which have never been so 
completely available before. 
 This highly detailed book has 425 pages and it measures 10 ¼” by 12 ¼” on the outside.   

To get a copy of SHARPS FIREARMS: MODEL 1874 TARGET RIFLES and MODEL 
VARIATIONS, VOLUME III, check with C. Sharps Arms, or send $100.00, shipping is included, (with checks 
made payable to Northwood Heritage Press) to Roy Marcot, 4680 W. Placita Casa Sevilla, Marana, Arizona 
85658.  There is a limited supply of copies of SHARPS FIREARMS: THE PERCUSSION ERA, 1848 – 1865, 
VOLUME I still available for $100 from the same address.  Volume II has sold out.  Volume IV, about the 
Sharps Model 1878, will be coming next. 



KAL IMPROVED BULLET MOLDS 
 
 KAL bullet molds have been my favorite for paper patched bullets at least a few years but now they’ve 
been improved.  That improvement is in the way the adjustable base plug is anchored or set.  On the older 
molds, like the ones I have in both .44 and .50 caliber, that adjustment setting is a small Allen screw that, when 
tightened, prevents the adjustment screw from turning, keeping the setting for the bullet weight the shooter 
wants.  However, when that Allen screw is tightened, it can slightly push the base plug, which gives the nose 

pour bullets their hollow bases, to one side and 
that can result in a little bit of a lead “fishtail” 
on one side of the bullet.  (The bullets from my 
molds sometime get that and I shave those very 
thin fishtails off with a small knife.) 
  The new way to set the adjustment on these 
adjustable paper patch molds is to use a lock 
nut below the screw plate so when the desired 
weight of bullet is found, the nut can be 
tightened, locking or setting the adjustment, 
without putting any force from the side on the 
adjustment screw or the base plug inside the 
mold.  Very good! 
 With the new lock nut used for to lock the 
setting of the base plug, those fishtails should 
not be appearing.  After using molds with both 
types of locking, I’m fully in favor of the new 
lock nut on the KAL molds. 
  Previously I told you about how I was using 
bullets from a KAL .50 Sharps mold with the 
mold adjusted to drop 425 grain bullets.  That’s 
on the light side for a .50 Sharps, I know, but 
that does duplicate the bullets used in the old 

.50/70/425 Sporting Load which is just what I wanted to do.   
           Now I have a new mold for the .50s with a larger diameter (.498”) and this one is set to drop the bullets 
with a weight of 505 grains which should have 
better performance at longer distances.  And I 
certainly appreciate the authentic shape and 
styling of the bullets from the KAL molds.  So 
far this new bullet has been tried in the .50/70 
but will soon be fired in the .50/90 as well. 
 The best way to see more about Rick’s 
KAL bullet molds is to visit his web site at 
kal.castpics.net.  You can also write to get more 
information.  Address your letters to; Rick 
Kalynuik, KAL Tool & Die, 656 Steward 
Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R2Y 1N9 Canada.  
The mold I ordered for my .50/70 copies the old 
Sharps bullet and it is listed as “.50 Caliber, 
Tapered Sharps, TSHS S/C Adjustable Paper 
Patch.” 
 
 
 



  



UBERTI’S COPY OF 

THE MODEL 1866 WINCHESTER 
                                                                      By Mike Nesbitt 

 As you should guess, I wanted a Model 1866 to go along with my 
Sharps and rolling block rifles but not to compete with them.  By saying “go 
along with” I mean to have the smaller lever action rifle as a “camp gun” or 
something on that order.  Something to use when the heavier rifle was just too 
big for the job.   
 There is one more reason for my getting the “Yellow Boy” and that is 
simply because I like adding it to some of my photographs, it’s colorful.  That 
can add a lot to a picture as well as helping to depict an era.  The Model ’73 
Winchester makes a good addition to a picture too but ‘73s on the buffalo ranges were rather rare before 1875.  
As an example, there were no .44/40s used at Adobe Walls, by either the hunters or the Indians, or so the 
archeologists have (or haven’t) found.  No empty .44/40s at all but more than a few of fired .44 Henry cases, 
which we can guess were fired in both rifles and revolvers.  Adding a Model 1866 to the gear of a hunter from 
about 1875 will fit right in, for both pictures and for very good shooting. 

You know I’m 
fussy about authenticity.  
That worked both for me 
and against me in 
selecting a copy of the 
Yellow Boy.  The big 
stick in the mud about the 
new copies of “the first 
Winchester” is that none 
of them are made in the 
original caliber, .44 
Henry rimfire.  It’s easy 
to see why, there’s no 
ammo available.  So, the 
copies of the Model 1866 
all have lengthened 
receivers to function with 
slightly longer cartridges 
such as the .44/40.  Other 
calibers are available but 
the only two I considered 
were the .44/40 or the .44 

Special.  Getting one of these rifles in .44 Special caliber was somewhat inviting because I believe it could be 
used with modern .44 Colt cartridges, making it very close to the old .44 rimfire in performance.  But I did pick 
a .44/40 and with no regrets.  The cartridges my gun “eats” are the only really non-authentic feature about it. 

Speaking about authenticity, I sometimes wish the new Model 1866 rifles and carbines were available in 
a centerfire version of the .44 Henry, somewhat like the new centerfire versions of the .56-.50 Spencer.  
Actually, there was a centerfire version of the .44 Henry but those didn’t appear until the 1890s and they were 
all shipped to outside the USA.  While that would be more authentic, I can’t complain about the .44/40. 



Like the original Winchester ’66s, there are copies being made today, or fairly recently, which have 
almost every option that was available on the old originals.  Those include rifles and carbines, as well as 
different sights.  Most of the variations seem to be authentic, according to what I see in the Madis books about 
Winchesters.  The version I finally was able to get, and mine was bought used, was a ’66 Short Rifle with a 20-
inch octagon barrel and the sporting rear sight.  Original Model 1866 Short Rifles are rather few, according to 
George Madis, the Winchester historian, only 850 of the Short Rifles were made.  It is quite likely that the 
modern copies of those Short Rifles outnumber the originals…  At least I do have a good copy of a rather rare 
rifle. 

 
 And I’ve learned some interesting things about the old 1866 Winchesters.  When production was started, 
they continued with the serial numbers of the Henry rifles.  So, serial numbers for the 1866s begin in the 12,000 
area.  For the first year of production the ‘66s and the Henrys were made almost side by side and they both were 
numbered in the same sequence, which means those two rifle models have overlapping serial numbers.  But 
production of the Henry rifles was stopped toward the end of 1866 while the production of the ‘66s really 
climbed.  By the end of 1872, nearly 100,000 of the 1866 rifles had been made. 
 Then in 1873, when the famous Winchester ’73 was first introduced, production of the ’66 kept climbing 
because the ’73s got off to a very slow start.  While the ’73 is called “The rifle that won the West,” if a cowboy 
or buffalo skinner wanted a repeating rifle before 1876, it would be most likely a ’66 rather than a ’73.  Sales of 
the 1866 rifles continued until 1898, although very slowly in those later years, and total production of the ’66 
came to just over 170,000. 
 The load I favor for my .44/40 rifles uses 34 ½ grains of Olde Eynsford 2F powder in Starline cases with 
a 205-grain bullet.  (I hope we’ve all heard that GOEX was bought by Estes Energies and they say that 
production of their black powder will continue.)  The 34 ½ grains of powder requires compression when 
loading and I compress the powder charge simply when seating the bullets.  Doing so does not de-form the 
bullets in this case but handloaders must be careful while seating bullets over non-compressed charges of black 
powder because deformed bullets are often the result.  The bullets are cast from Accurate Molds’ 43-205C, and 
they fly at just over 1300 feet per second in my 1873 rifle with a 30-inch barrel.  Shots with this 1866 Short 
Rifle’s 20-inch barrel have not been chronographed as yet but they can be expected to shoot perhaps 50 feet per 
second slower. 
 Shooting with this Model 1866 has gone very well.  For one thing, the hammer fall and trigger pull are 
both lighter than what I had expected.  There are spring kits available for these rifles and the Model ’73 replicas, 
we can thank the Cowboy Action Shooters for those.  I was anticipating getting some of those lighter springs 
but perhaps this rifle, because I did buy it used, has already received them.  As is, I have no reason to take the 
rifle apart so I don’t know if the springs have been replaced or not.  I will say that the gun’s trigger pull is quite 
pleasing, pleasing enough that it is helping me make some good shots. 
 One feature about this rifle that I was fussy about is the rear sight.  Most of the old Model 1866 rifles 
had sights similar to the sights on the ’66 muskets, with sliding elevator on an upright leaf.  That wasn’t what I 
was looking for.  A few of the originals had what they called the sporting rear sight and that is what I wanted.  
This rifle has that sight and, somewhat to my surprise, I can use it rather well. 
 That surprises me because my eyes have trouble with open sights which are so close.  On the short barrel 
of this rifle, the face of that rear sight is only 1¼ inches ahead of the receiver ring, rather close indeed.  But it 
has a fairly wide notch and under most outdoor lighting conditions, I can see the front blade fairly well. 



 Even so, I had planned on mounting a tang sight to this rifle before actually getting it.  The fact that it 
has performed well enough with the open sight is all that prevents me from adding the tang sight.  And here’s a 
tip for others who might want a tang sight on their ’66.  Lyman has discontinued their recently-made No. 2 tang 
sight for the ’66 but they still offer the sight for the ’73.  I don’t know what the difference is.  However, I got 
one of the No. 2 Lyman sights for the Uberti 1866 from Dixie Gun Works although those are no longer listed. 
My plans on adding the tang sight to this rifle really haven’t changed but they have been postponed. 

 This new-to-me rifle was first 
shot on the black powder trail-walk at 
our range.  And my shots on the trail 
resulted in good hits on the hanging 
and ‘clanging’ gongs.  The shooting 
was so enjoyable that I had to stop 
myself before I shot up all of my 
loaded ammo.  There was other 
shooting to be done, such a getting to a 
bench and actually sighting the rifle in.  
So, with all of the self-control I could 
muster, my shooting stopped for the 
day. 
 Cleaning the gun after that first 
shooting session with it was a bit of a 
chore.  It was certainly dirty and the 
barrel took four cleaning patches, 
anointed with Three Rivers Black 
Powder Solvent (from The Gun Works, 
www.thegunworks.com) before 
coming clean.  After more shooting 
and more cleanings, the barrel could be 

cleaned with just two patches.  That’s after the bore was broken in, when we might say that the barrel has gotten 
used to black powder loads and bullets with black powder lubes.  Following those cleanings, the bore was 
wiped with a high-quality gun oil and I’m using Old West Snake Oil (www.oldwestsnakeoil.com) for the job.  
Keeping ‘em clean is just one of the ‘secrets’ of good black powder shooting. 
 A couple of paper targets needed to be shot just to see, for sure, where this gun was sending its bullets 
and to see if it would group well.  For a target, I selected one of our club’s small bullseye targets that we 
commonly use at just 25 yards.  The ‘black’ on this little target is only 2 ¼” across and shooting at 25 yards 
would tell me all I wanted to know about how well this .44/40 was shooting with the black powder loads. 
 Two targets were posted at 25 yards on our black powder range.  Shooting was done from a benchrest.  
Five shots were taken at the first target and those grouped well but were slightly high and to the left.  The gun’s 
rear sight was already all the way down and I was holding at 6 o’clock on the target.  An easy way to get this 
gun to hit right-on for elevation would be to pick a target with a larger bullseye.  The windage was a different 
matter.  For that, the rear sight was moved just slightly to the right, using a Wyoming Sight Drifter. 
 On the next target I quit shooting after firing the three shots in the black.  More shooting wouldn’t 
improve that group!  Now I consider this “camp gun” sighted in and that was confirmed with more offhand 
shots at gongs out to 100 yards, with a hit for every shot.   
 A couple of weeks later I used this rifle on the “Meat Hunt” at Buffalo Camp and completely fell on my 
face.  That wasn’t the gun’s fault, it was all mine.  The sun was shining brightly which darkened the shadows to 
almost black and I couldn’t see the open sights and the targets at the same time.  Without being able to properly 
aim this rifle, I still hit three of the targets, giving me an all-time low score for that event.   
 The very next day, the Lyman tang sight was added to this rifle and that should improve my shooting 
with this .44/40 in all lighting conditions.  I’m sure I’ll be using this 1866 Short Rifle in .44/40 for some lever 
action competition again, and probably pretty soon.  It might become my regular “camp gun.” 

 

http://www.thegunworks.com/

