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My First Year at Quigley

by Mike Moran

My Dearest Annie,

Well little sister, fortune smiled upon me and | was invited by some
of my shooting partners to travel out to eastern Montana for a little contest
they call the Matthew Quigley Rifle Match. It’s named after some fellow
who traveled down to Australia a few years ago and made a name for
himself. Now every year folks travel from all over the world to come here
to pay homage to his incredible feats. We made it as far as Big Timber,
Montana and spent the first night.

In the morning we stopped at C. Sharps Arms and | got to meet the
folks who will be building the .45/70 Hartford style rifle | have on order. The shop foreman, Pat Dulin, runs the
operation and he gave us a tour of the workshop. It’s a mixture of technology — high tech computerized milling
machines mixed in with hand-fitting work using files and rasps. All operated by a small staff of talented and
dedicated gunsmiths. They also have a great reception area, with finished guns on display and a book collection
worthy of a museum. One highlight of the trip was working with Pat to pick out the wood that will become the
stock on my rifle.

Another highlight about my stop at C. Sharps Arms was getting one of the I*XL Bowie knives. That’s a
knife I’ll keep and use for a long time to come but that’s a story for another letter.

We stocked up on provisions at “The Fort,” (a dandy store in Big Timber with a little bit of everything)
and got back on the trail. That afternoon we arrived in Forsyth and headed through town to the ranch where the
shooting match is held. It’s hard to describe the majesty of the rolling hills and open skies as we rode in and
found a place to camp. The wind would be a constant
companion for the week, but it at least kept the sun from
feeling so hot. It would also give us practice setting up the
tent, multiple times.

Scott Sibley invited me to camp with him in is Civil
War style Sibley tent. Even though that was designed for
use on the plains, the wind blew it down four times while
we were there. Also camped next to us were Jerry Mayo
and Bob DeL.isle in Jerry’s wall tent. All of our tents
experienced a little trouble and Mike Nesbitt’s tent blew

ot - 3 - down
too, with
a long
tear in
the canvas. Stitching up the torn tent
I had my mending kit with me and sewed it back together for
him, sealing it with beeswax.
_ The scale of this shooting event is mind boggling. A
& lot of credit must go to Match Director Claudia Kajin and her
i _ AR ¥ - ! husband Al for managing this match and those compliments
TEE————1 L A certainly must extend to their assistants plus all of the range

"\ officers and the very busy scorekeepers.
There were just less than 500 shooters, each who took
48 shots in competition and probably very close to that same
' number of shots in practice. That’s about 50,000 shots! At
RS oy UOM LR A b 2 70 grains of powder per shot (and often more) that’s 500

Claudia Kajin about to shoot, she’s good at it too pounds of powder throwing lead downrange. Bullets weigh




between 400 and 550 grains, meaning about 3400 pounds of lead are shot, over a ton and a half. And when you
consider that a rifle probably costs (figuring today’s prices) $3,000 (or more) that’s over $1.5 million worth of
firearms. That doesn’t include the traders or any “extras” brought by the shooters. Wow!

For this match I’d be shooting my Sharps .45/70 Bridgeport Model 1874 with the 34-inch barrel and
loaded my Starline cases with 405 grain Lyman #457124 bullets and 65 grains of 1.5 Fg Swiss powder. A few
weeks before heading out Mike Nesbitt lent me his newly developed Accurate Mold #46-413N which produces
an elongated “naked” buIIet with two large grease grooves, styled after an antique Sharps 400-grain bullet. 1
tried itattherangeand Jf  decided to load the other half of my cases with this new 413 grain bullet and
keep the same 65 grain powder charge. | would not be disappointed (although after returning home I
found they work even better with a 70-grain load).

- Here’s the .45/70 | used, shown with a long-range sight

Wednesday was our first full day at the event, and the first order of

. business was a walk around to get the lay of the land. The firing line runs parallel to a large
ravine and the targets are set up on the far side of it, up on the hillside. The main road, actually a cow trail,
separates the firing line from Trader’s Row, and the camps form behind that in a series of lines parallel to the
main road. While we wore out some shoe leather walking back and forth, nothing was really too far away.

The weather was still pretty windy so we decided to put off practice shooting until Thursday. This gave
us a chance to walk Trader’s Row and talk with many of the vendors. | sat with Ken “Bear” of Buffalo Hats
while he worked his magic on a hat blank, steaming and shaping it until it fit me just right. It was nice to get
out of the wind in his converted horse trailer and we had a great talk while he finished the hat W|th a stampede
string that would prove invaluable in our constant breeze. A

There were other good clothing vendors and one of them,
Carolyn’s Embroidery, had some very fine shirts for sale. Most of
the guys in our camp made sure they had a new shirt from Carolyn
Dusatko and | was one of them. She’s the vendor who offers a
different design on the shirts, in front and on the right side, every
year. Now she’s offering shirts and hats, plus other embroidery, on
order (I’ve ordered another one) and she can be contacted at
cldusatko@hotmail.com.

Now to go shoot! Mike Nesbitt, Allen Cunniff and I got Carolyn’s embroidery pattern for this year
our guns and gear and headed to the firing line. We found an opening at the 600 yd target and got set up.
Annie, it’s a whole different world shooting at these long-
range targets. There’s nothing that can replicate the time
delay between the report of the rifle and seeing the hit. The
805 yd buffalo target is so far away they have lights on it that
flash if you hit it because you can’t hear the “ding”. | was
just about maxed out on the elevation adjustment on my mid-
range tang sight.

Oh, remember the wind? It was coming across the
range from the left, and so my windage adjustment on the
tang sight was maxed out as well. Of course, who knows
which direction it will be blowing from on Saturday when the
competition starts. The other thing that Allen pointed out is
: S the way the wind runs up the ravine can give the bullets a

Mike Moran on the firing line little lift, so it can affect the elevation settings as well. By
Friday afternoon | had sighted in all of the targets and was ready for the big match.

Friday evening, we enjoyed a dinner of antelope burgers, brought in by Scott Sibley, with some of our
neighbors in camp. It had got up to 100 degrees that afternoon, and didn’t start cooling down until about 9 pm.
The clouds came in and there was rain in the distance, which gave us a beautiful double rainbow followed by an




incredible sunset. We talked until it got dark and the stars came out. Nature sure has a way of really putting on
a show.

The competition begins! Saturday morning started with a shooters meeting, singing the National
Anthem, and going over the rules and procedures. We staged our carts at the bucket target, the closest one and
the only target shot at from the offhand position. At 350 yards it should be relatively easy to hit, but no matter
how much I aimed to the left, that wind would drop my bullet just to the right of the target. On the last of my
eight shots, I fired when the sights were high and left of the target, and managed to get one hit.

The bucket is the last target on the right end of the firing line, even though our group shot at it first, so
we hiked the several hundred yards down to the other end where we set up for the buffalo target. That 5-foot by
7-foot steel silhouette, full size for a buffalo, looks like a tiny spec out at 805 yards, but my mid-range deluxe
tang sight and front aperture were able to zero in on it. With a few adjustments for windage | managed three
hits. Then it was time to take a break and have an icy cold lemonade.

Mr. Al Lee was out for a visit and we had a nice conversation. He’s the owner of the ranch where the
Quigley competition is held. He came out to Montana after four years in the Air Force right after the Korean
War, now a spry young man in his early 90s, he talked about getting into ranching with his brother, and wanted
to know if | was having any fun. He said he was glad | came out and hoped he would see me back next year.
I’ll have to come back now for sure.

Getting ready for the next target I discovered I was missing one of the screws in the underside of the
fore stock, so I ambled over to the C. Sharps Arms tent where in addition to a display of goods for sale they also
managed to bring the entire shop (or so it seemed) for on-site repairs. | saw Allen Cunniff there having a new
sight fitted to his rifle. After getting a new forearm screw as well as an aperture retaining clip or spring for the
front sight and | was back in business. Thanks guys!

We finished four of the six targets by the end of the day. And that was tiring. So, on Saturday evening,
we enjoyed a feast put on by the Future Farmers of America and spent the rest of the night conversing and
looking at the stars. The morning gave us a little rain so we left the canvas up but got most of our other gear
packed and ready to go. Hopefully the tents will dry before we are ready to leave.

The final two targets went off without any issues, except for a couple of missed shots. These were two
of the closer ones, the Diamond at 405 yards and the Square at 417 yards. When it was all tallied, | had a score
of 21 out of a possible 48 — not too bad for my first try. Went back to camp and got the rest of the gear loaded
just in time for the awards ceremony.

Dave Gullo was the big winner again, this was his third time to win Quigley, and he did it with 44 solid
hits. Hats off to him (that’s his picture on the cover of this edition). He did that good shooting with a rebuilt
old Ballard #7 rifle, barreled for the .44/90 Remington Straight with the 2.4” case. For sights he used a Kelley

Dave Gullo’s very handsome and accurate Ballard rifle

Soule tang sight is on the rifle with an MVVA #118 front sight with an .105” aperture. Dave, as you should
know, is the owner of Buffalo Arms Company and a great supporter of the Matthew Quigley Buffalo Rifle
Match. I won’t name the others in the top ten although I do congratulate them all. 1f you’re interested in seeing
the outcome of the Quigley Match for this year, go to www.quigleymatch.com on the web where all of the
scores are listed. You can find info about next year’s Quigley Match there too.

We got on the road just before the torrential rains hit, we encountered that on the trail and simple rode
through it, making it back to Big Timber for the night. In the morning we picked up some fuel and supplies at
the Fort again and made one last stop at C. Sharps Arms. After our final good-byes, it was a long but easy trip
back. Those memories will hopefully last me until next year, when | can make a new set. In the meantime, I’ve
got a gun to clean and several .45/70 cartridges to reload.







The Black River Buffalo Runners’

Old West Centerfires

By Jerry Mayo

On a bright and beautiful late summer morning it was time for our
Black River Buffalo Runners to hunker down and again get serious about
these Old West Centerfires aggregate scores. Gone are the summertime
fun shoots of Paper Patch Match, .50/70s, .22s and the Buffalo Camp.
Now with three matches to go, less than 100 points separate aggregate
scores of our top five shooters. That’s only one perfect target apart.

Let’s see how they fared in this match.

This month’s match had two shooters who needed to shoot for
score with targets fired a couple of days previous to the actual match. This practice is common
among these Buffalo Runners and targets were shot in the presence of approved witnesses. Scores
were verified prior to leaving the range and maintained by the Match Director until the day of the
shoot. This is a process that’s favored as it allows greater |nclu3|on for our shooters while
maintaining a high degree of integrity to the process. e ;

One of our shooters who pre-shot the match
was actually with us on this day. Bob DeLisle, while
unable to shoot, was on hand to be our Range Safety
Officer and Match Manager. Also, Bob Gietz
stopped by to pay a visit and we put him right to
work. He served as our After Match Manager. We
thank you both.

The course of fire was our standard aggregate
setup which has ten shots at 100 yards at a single-
bullseye target, ten more shots at a 200-yard single
bullseye target. We have no particular order of fire,
just put ten shots on each target. Our top shooter on
this day was Allen Cunniff with a score of 186-2X.
Allen was shooting a C. Sharps Arms Model 1874
(Bridgeport) in .40/65 caliber, the first time that rifle
was used in competition. Congratulations, Allen!

Our number two shooter was Ken Kurfurst
with his Remington Hepburn in .45/90 firing a 181.
Third and moving up the list was Mike Moran :
shooting a 1874 C. Sharps *74 Bridgeport, .45/70, for Mike Moran “on the range.
a good score of 177-X. Mike had the second highest score at 100 yards and the 3" highest score at
200 yards. Behind Mike was Curt Lokovsek with his Remington Hepburn in .45/90 posting a 165-
2X. And rounding out the top five is “Loco” Jeff Ritter scoring a 155-X with his .45/90 Remington
Rolling Block.

In sixth place was Tom Witt with a 153 using a C. Sharps Arms in .45/90. By virtue of a tie
breaker Bob DeL.isle came in seventh-place shooting a 150 using a 1874 Pedersoli .45/70. Shooting a
1874 C. Sharps Arms, .45/70, for another score of 150, Jerry Mayo came in eighth place. In ninth
place was Mike Nesbitt scoring 147-X with his “Hefty Hannah”, a C. Sharps Arms ‘buffalo gun’ in
A4[77. Will Ulry came in tenth with his Shiloh Sharps in .45/70 posting a 139-X. Tom Brown was
eleventh shooting a Remington Rolling Block in .38/55 to score 111.




Scores for this Match

Name Rifle/Cartridge 100 yd. 200 yds. Total Accum
1%t Allen Cunniff C. Sharps Arms. 40/65 92-2X 94 186-2X 741-10X
2" Ken Kurfurst Rem. Hepburn .45/90 90 91 181 552-6X
34 Mike Moran 74 C. Sharps Arms .45/70 91-X 86 177-X 521-X
4™ Curt Lokovsek Rem. Hepburn .45/90 80-X 85-X 165-2X 655-8X
5t “Loco” Jeff Ritter ~ Rem. Rolling Block .45/90 70 85-X 155-X 699-9X
6™ Tom Witt 74 C. Sharps Arms .45/90 78 75 153 623-X
7" Bob DelLisle 1874 Pedersoli .45/70 68 82 150 542-X
8t Jerry Mayo 74 C. Sharps Arms .45/70 73 77 150 566-5X
9" Mike Nesbitt 74 C. Sharps Arms .44/77 83 64 147-X 609-3X
10t Will Ulry 1874 Shiloh .45/70 70 69-X 139-X 388-X
11" Tom Brown Rem. Rolling Block .38/55 61 50 111 111

Not shooting in this match
Phil Wiebe 144-X Tom Herman 53 Mark Davis 195

Today our winner-take-all after-match for this shoot was done with rifles; lever guns to be
more specific. The rifles must fire lead cast bullets propelled by black powder. The largest cartridge
used in this match was a .44/40. 1 mention this because these rounds tend to be lighter bullets traveling
at slower speeds which can introduce problems with aiming. This match is always fun. We pulled out
the Quigley scale targets and placed the diamond at 100 yards and the bucket at 50 yards. Our
shooting position from 100 yards was seated while using cross sticks. The 50-yard shot was shot from
the offhand position, without support. Eight shooters participated and only one of them shot a perfect

five at 100 yards. However, four others scored four hits with only one miss. At the 50-yard offhand
there were a surprising three shooters posting a perfect five. Mike Nesbitt, myself and of course our

winner for the day Allen Cunniff. Combined with his five hits from 100 yards Allen scored a perfect

10 hits to take the prize for the day. Well done, A
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Shooters, standing, L-R, Loco Jeff Ritter, Allen Cunniff, Jerry Mayo, Ken Kurfurst, Cur
Tom Brown, and Tom Witt, kneeling, Will Ulry, Bob DeL.isle, and Mike Nesbitt

t Lokovsek,
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RIFLE RESTORE by SPG

METAL & WOOD CLEANER, PROTECTANT, AND RESTORER

By Allen Cunniff

Many classic firearms that have been in existence for generations have
maintained their appeal through craftsmanship, beauty of design, and unique
character of high-quality wood. The same is true of modern reproduction firearms,
whose quality can often exceed that of originals. Given their historical, sentimental,
and monetary value, such firearms are destined for the enjoyment of future
generations. Those of us who hold a deep appreciation and respect for vintage
firearms feel a sense of duty to maintain their original beauty and form through a
strict regimen of maintenance, and a quality firearm deserves a quality cleaning
product. The newest product to come across my bench is SPG’s Rifle Restore.

Rifle Restore is a cleaner, protectant, and restorer designed to protect both wood and metal on fine
firearms. Slightly more viscous than water, it comes in an 8-0z pump bottle, which means you are getting 100%
of the product without spending money on aerosol propellant, and is...apple scented? | thought | was imagining
things when | first dispensed the spray, but in fact my nose did not deceive me. | can only assume the scent is
more field friendly for hunters. It isn’t Hoppes No. 9, but regardless is unique in its presence. Nice touch.

Rifle Restore is easily applied using a soft cloth and wiped
immediately afterward to remove excess, although letting it soak for
a few minutes does not reduce its effectiveness. The effect on wood
grain is immediate, adding luster and definition to wood grain and
color. As with most products of this type, when applied to unsealed
dry wood the initial luster is most apparent immediately after
application and will dull over time as the protectant is absorbed,
although the protection remains.
Metal parts are evenly coated
using a simple wipe-down as with
a fine gun oil. In seeking to
determine its effectiveness, |
experimented with Rifle Restore
on several of my C. Sharps rifles
(which are my more figured
§ stocks) as well as several vintage
¥ .22s from my safe to gauge the
effect on older, grimier finishes.
Treatment takes just moments,
and the firearm can be handled
immediately after treatment
without smudging. This makes Rifle Restore suitable not only for shop use,
but as a handy tool in the hunting camp for wiping down firearms of all types
after a day in the elements.

Rifle Restore is not a stock finish, but a restorative application that
refreshes dried or dusty wood as well as providing moisture protection. Its
value as a metal protectant is definitely icing on the cake. However, if you
are out hunting bear, keep a weather eye on your downwind track lest OI’
Ephraim thinks he’s homing in on an orchard.

Rifle Restore is available from SPG at www.blackpowderspg.com for
$15/8 o0z bottle plus shipping and taxes.
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Morrison W. Wilson

By Leo J. Remiger

Morrison W. Wilson was born in Knox County, Ohio, July 27, 1845. In 1852 his family moved to Van Wert
County, Ohio where he was raised on the family farm. In 1864, at the age of nineteen, he enlisted in Company
G, Second lowa Infantry, at Bloomfield, lowa. He was mustered in at Davenport and joined the regiment at
Pulaski, Tennessee. He was mustered out at Louisville, Kentucky, in July, 1865. He had been wounded in the
leg at Atlanta, but continued with his regiment until mustered out.

He married Nancy J. Mozingo on May 20, 1866 and farmed in Scotland County, Missouri for a couple years an
then the couple moved to Appanoose county, lowa and remained there until 1873.

Wilson’s father had located to Haven township in 1872 and invited his son’s family to take up land near his home.
In 1873 the Wilson family left lowa with their team and wagon. When they arrived at Eureka, Greenwood County,
Kansas, their infant son, Andrew, died and was buried. Their next youngest child, Edgar, was so ill it was not
expected that he would survive the trip to Haven township, their ultimate destination.

Hearing word of their arrival Wilson’s father had gone out to meet them and pilot them to his home. When they
crossed the Arkansas River, their horses became mired in the quicksand and it was only with great difficulty that
they were extricated. The Wilson family remained with Morrison’s father through the following winter. With
only five cents remaining in their ‘war chest’ and their liabilities totaling fourteen dollars — their prospect was not
encouraging.

During the winter of 1873 Wilson engaged in hunting buffalo. The meat provided meat for the family and the
hides brought a good financial return.

In the spring the family relocated to a claim owned by Mr. Brandor. At this location their little daughter Cora
swallowed some concentrated lye and although she lived for over a year and a half afterward, she was never able
to take nourishment except in liquid form. She died in early childhood.

The first season on the claim Wilson raised a fair crop of wheat and stacked it close by a neighbor’s similar
harvest. 1874 happened to be the year of the terrible scourge of grasshoppers. The neighbor, hoping to drive the
grasshoppers away, started a fire which soon burned out of his control. The fired destroyed both crops of stacked
wheat, some additional flax owned by Wilson and their fanning mill, which Wilson and the neighbor owned in
partnership.

The winter of 1874 found few buffalo in the locality so Wilson joined Myrick Yocum and James Wier for a
buffalo hunt in the vicinity of Barber County. They were very successful and were making their return in high
spirits with loads of fresh meat and many hides. When they reached Spring creek in Pratt County they were
overtaken by a blizzard.

An unidentified man had joined them, he was hauling a load of posts to sell in Wichita. With the hunting party
provisions and the posts for fuel, they placed their wagons in a circle, put up their wagon sheets and made
everything as comfortable as possible. The storm raged three days and when it had abated somewhat, they started
on their homeward journey again. The gullies had become filled with snow and many hardships were encountered
before they arrived at their homes.



Their families were almost crazed with anxiety concerning their welfare. The return journey had taken thirteen
days.

What were the “good old days” like for the Wilsons: Their first home in Reno County was a dugout, eight by ten
feet and later they built one twelve by twenty-four feet. After a year and a half spent in Haven township, they
moved to Castleton township and secured a homestead claim of one hundred and sixty acres on section 12, there
they made their home until 1883. The Wilson’s later sold out and moved to Kingman County.

They drove thirty head of cattle to their new home which consisted of raw prairie and not a neighbor in sight.
The first year they broke forty acres of land, dug a well, built a stable and a one room house, fourteen by sixteen
feet. They farmed and raised stock, eventually fenced in their property, planted five acres with fruit trees. They
eventually built a comfortable home, a barn and a granary. They were very industrious and became quite
successful with a herd of twenty-eight cattle, one hundred and fifteen acres under cultivation and often renting
another two hundred to three hundred acres as required. One year they had two hundred forty acres planted with
wheat. At various times Wilson was a “road overseer,” justice of the peace, a member of the school-board, and
served as a member of the central committee of the Republican party.

They had eight children: Andrew died in infancy, Edgar died at age of thirteen, Cora died in childhood, Minerva
died in childhood, Garfield died in infancy, William G. was married in 1888, Nida Emma and Clarence Henry
remained at home and cared for their parents. By 1902 Morrison (57) was in poor health and unable to work. He
sold the farm to his eldest son. His wife Nancy had already been an invalid for several years.

A Biographical History of Central Kansas: Morrison W. Wilson, The Lewis Publishing Company, New York,
1902, PP 964-967



Schuetzen Bench Mount Scope Stand
Reviewed by Jerry Mayo

If you are looking for a versatile, functional and quality bench mount scope stand look no further. The
Schuetzen Offhand Scope stand made by R. Michael Rix of Aurora Colorado is one of the best Kits of this type
that I have seen. A couple of the shooters at my local club use a bench mount scope stand and although they
work, they are not Wlthout thelr issues. This stand does a good job of addressing those issues.

: L The Schuetzen Offhand Scope Stand kit includes an aluminum
| scope mounting bracket, a cushioned aluminum gun rest and a three-
| quarter inch pipe clamp. | only needed to add a three-quarter inch
piece of pipe to complete the kit. By adding a pipe three feet in
length, this stand provides two functions. It serves as a scope mount
and gun rest. For use as a bench mount only, it is recommended to use
an eighteen-inch section of pipe. Of the types of pipes that I tried the
galvanized pipe worked the best. It’s relatively water proof and fits
the hardware nicely. | acquired a piece of %” galvanized pipe from
my local hardware store which was threaded at both ends. | would
- only be using one end for the clamp so I chose to cover the threads at
| the other end with a galvanized cap. These threads, when new, are
- extremely sharp. Covering threads with a cap is an easy way to avoid
- the plumber’s “paper cut”. It also helps keep parts from potentially
slipping off during transportation.

The scope mounting bracket has an adjustment screw for
| elevation and azimuths as well as an additional fine tilt adjustment.
* The scope mounting bolt is a standard %" as you would find on most
% tripods. As opposed to other mounts of this type | have encountered,
this mount requires no disassembly to pack away other than removing
the scope. This makes it a space saver and quick to setup. Even with
the

2 s use
of galvanlzed plpe the aluminum parts offset
the weight of this stand sufficient to make it
quite comfortable to use. The scope mount’s
fine adjustment has an approximate 10-degree
radius. For my application on this day, that
was more than enough to easily bounce
between 50 yards and 200 yards without
making a major adjustment. The gun rest is
also aluminum wrapped with vinyl covered
foam held on by a rosewood cap and a
tensioning screw to hold it in place.

During use, this stand provided
stability beyond what | expected. The 3/8”
locking bolt on the scope mount provides
more than enough hold not only during
shooting but while fumbling about on the bench. 1 even unintentionally bumped the scope with my elbow and
did not lose the sight picture.

I like this scope mount. And if you have never used a bench mounted scope versus a tripod mounted
scope you may find, as | did, less time spent re-adjusting a scope and more time shooting. For further
information and pricing on the Schuetzen Offhand Scope Stand contact; R. Michael Rix at 21305 E. Otero
Pkwy, Aurora, CO 80016. Or call him at (970) 948-1488.







OUTSTANDING PRODUCTS: by Mike Nesbitt
SHORT-RANGE DELUXE TANG MIGHT BY C. SHARPS ARMS

This sight has actually been available for a number of years
but we’ll treat it like something brand new because C. Sharps
Arms is finally listing it in their catalog and on the new web site.
What this sight amounts to is, simply, their Deluxe Tang Sight
with windage and a staff height of just 1 % inches which should
give good shooting out to 300 yards, depending on the height of
the rifle’s front sight.

Short-Range Deluxe sights have been on a couple of my
rifles for at least a few years. Those rifles are both Low-walls,
one in .22 Long Rifle and the other in .44/40 caliber. Neither of
those are long-range rifles, or mid-range either for that matter,
and the Short-Range Deluxe sights are certainly at home on
those guns.

More recently | added a Short-Range Deluxe sight to a
Model *74 lightweight Hartford in .45/70 caliber. This rifle was
made by C. Sharps Arms about 2010 but it was in almost un-
fired condition when | bought it used. It has a 28” standard
weight barrel which, to my un-calibrated eye, looks to be even
thinner in contour than most. This rifle, with its Hartford
forearm and military style buttstock, weighs just an even 9
pounds. At that weight, this Sharps is approaching the weight of
a carbine and it is a very handy little rifle.

That gun has “hunting rifle” written all over it and while |
haven’t hunted with it as yet, maybe I really should. With its sling it will be a fine rifle to carry in the woods.
And, as a hunting rifle, mainly with deer and elk in mind, it wouldn’t need to be used with the very heavy
bullets that prove themselves so well at long-range. The lighter bullets around 400-grain will do just fine.
Likewise, the Short-Range Deluxe tang sight looks right at home on this rifle.

More needs to be said about the rear sight. The “new” Deluxe Short-Range sight is Vernier adjustable
for windage with calibrations on the top of the elevator body. Elevation is securely locked with a set screw on
the left side and it comes with a nice large 1 1/8” diameter eye cup. As already stated, this sight can provide
elevation for about 300-yard shots depending on the height of the front sight which is fine for our club’s shoots
which are fired at 100 and 200 yards. This sight is available with bases for fitting to Winchester rifles, such as
the Highwall and Low-wall, to Remington rifles like their rolling blocks and Hepburns, and to Sharps rifles for
either their ’74, 75, or the Model of 1877. The price for this fine short-range sight is $250. For more details
check their web site at www.csharpsarms.com.

“A man's rights rest in three boxes; the ballot box, jury box, and the cartridge box,”— Frederick Douglass



NEW .45/770 SHARPS BULLET FROM ACCURATE MOLDS

This new bullet was born after | saw Roy Marcot’s latest fantastic book on Sharps Firearms, VVolume I11.
In the back of this new volume is a chapter on Sharps reloading tools. A couple of Ron Paxton’s excellent
photos show an old Sharps bullet mold, a nose pour with the large sprue cutters, for a 400-grain .45 caliber
bullet. That was one of the Sharps offerings for the .45/70, a 400-grain “naked” bullet that was 1 1/10” in
length. Sharps also offered a 412-grain “naked” bullet and | do wonder if the main difference between that and
the 400-grain version was simply bullet alloy... There probably was a greater difference, a slight difference in
design, but I can’t comment more because | just don’t know.

However, that picture of the 400-grain bullet was enough for me to
quickly consider a design for a new mold and Accurate Molds was
contacted about building it. That was quickly done too and the new
bullet is now in Accurate’s catalog as #46-413N. The main features
about this bullet are that it has two large lube grooves with a rather long
nose, so the bullet protrudes beyond the case mouth much further than
with bullets made for the lever action repeaters. That gives the loads
with this bullet a real “Sharps” look to them. For more info on Accurate
Molds just go to their web site at www.accuratemolds.com.

So far, I’ve been sizing this bullet only to .459” diameter and it
seems to be working just fine. The lube I keep using is BPC from C.
Sharps Arms and the powder is 65 grains of Olde Eynsford 1 1/2F, with
an .030” Walters’” wad between the powder and the base of the bullet.
The only other detail | can give you about the load is that it gets its
ignition from standard Winchester large rifle primers. That’s the full
description of my .45/70 loading.

My own shooting with both the new 413-grain bullet and the new
sight has, so far, been limited to just 50 yards. That is “short-range” for
sure but at that distance | find the results very pleasing. | can also tell
you that Mike Moran used .45/70 loads with this bullet at Quigley this

year and used it out to the 805-yard
buffalo, getting hits. That means he
can probably tell you more about it than
I can but let me say, in a nutshell, that
the performance of this new bullet is
quite pleasing.

The rifle 1 used with this new
bullet is the lightweight Hartford which
is shown with the Short-Range Deluxe
sight. The rifle and new bullet are
working well together. This short-
range Sharps rifle is now teamed with a
bullet that will see a lot of shooting.
Like me, others will appreciate
shooting with a bullet that is based on
an original Sharps design, when “Put
Up Expressly for Sharps Rifles” used to
appear on the cartridge boxes.

“Wise men speak because they have something to say; fools speak because they have to say something,” Plato






The Caldwell Ballistic Precision Long Range Target Camera System

By Rick Hamilton

Why would one want to buy a long-range target camera system for
long range BPCR practice shooting? Well, if you have been shooting for any
length of time you have probably came to the conclusion that a spotter is
almost a necessity during long range practice shooting times and competitions
where allowed. Without a spotter you are subject to the possibility of not
seeing hits or worse yet, misses on a target, be it a gong or paper target.

I recall one of the first times | went out to my range for some practice
with only my spotting scope. | was shooting at 805 yards with my .45-90
sharps at a buffalo gong. | had some ladder
loads which | wanted to try out utilizing
some new powder but I only had 3 rounds
of each different powder increment. The
grass and sand had just enough dew on that
early morning that sand was not kicking up
well, and | could not visually see the misses
with my naked eye. This consequently
made for a frustrating session, and needless
to say | learned nothing from the ladder
loads that morning.
A spotting scope worked fine for the after
the fact hits, but not the misses that day. As
I usually shoot alone here on the ranch, |
concluded that a long-range target camera
may make a good substitute for a spotter |
did not usually have. Consequently, I
checked out the, new at the time, Caldwell
Long Range Target Camera system, and
after some research I decided to give ita

try.

The specs state: It will wireless
stream HD 720 video from its camera to the Here’s the complete outfit minus the carrying case
receiver located by your I-phone or table, for a distance of 1 mile. It comes with 2 lithium-ion rechargeable
batteries and chargers, one each for the camera and the receiver. Adjustable stands are included for holding the
receiver and the camera transmitter and camera. The batteries last up to 6 hours on a charge. There are external
power jacks on the receiver and camera if you wish to add external power packs to increase usage time.

A free downloadable App compatible with Android, I-phones, Windows, Kindle and most other tablets
is also included. The App allows you to take pictures, enlarge, and also record videos of your targets. You are
also able to calculate multi shot group size and add notes. The complete outfit comes in a compact case with
carry straps.

The system can be operated without the use of the receiver out to 400 yards. | believe the Ballistic
Precision Sight-In Target Camera by Caldwell, which is lower priced, is the Ballistic Long-Range System
without the receiver. However, you are limited to the shorter range of 400 yards.



One of the key features to this system is the ability to raise or lower the camera and move it on either
side of the target to eliminate sun glare and reflection. Another benefit is the ability to place the camera farther
back and to the side as your distance to target increases. | have placed the camera off to the side and back from
my full-size buffalo steel silhouette far enough at times, that | could see misses around the target but still see
hits with no problem or worries about hitting the camera.

| decided to do some system testing and used an old previously shot, crumpled, water stained, 100 yd
sight in target as it had some shots in the black as well as the white. In other words, a poor resolution target! It
has been so dry here that | have not done any shooting this summer for fear of fires, thus the reason for the
“used” target.

The camera stand was set up at target
height and approximately 10 feet left of
center and 9 feet back for the tests. One good
tip is to make your wireless connection using
the app on your phone or tablet before you
head back to the firing line with the receiver,
to make certain they are connected. Also
check your camera positioning on your
phone before heading to the firing line. You
can use your zoom feature on your phone to
bring the target closer but too much zoom
can result in excessive loss of resolution.

Then I drove to 805 yards and set the
receiver up, pointed at the target, and made
sure | had a clean line of sight. The target
image showed up on my I-phone “Xr” with
no problem. I might add that I have used this
system with my old I-phone 5, and a very old
I-pad and all have worked well with the App.

This routine was continued with
stops at yardages of 1000, 1538, and finally el g ' & 7. -t
to 1 mile. All images were exactly the same as  The receiver and camera positioned back and to the side of the go
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phone at the target. Let me add that I
- was “shooting” the wireless under a

¢ powerline and through a fairly thick
line of cottonwoods, which was about
400 yards from the 1-mile line. 1 had
a very narrow window in which |
could see the target through, and I am
fairly certain that the range could
probably be extended but the trees
closed in as | moved farther out.
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times as the range increased but had no problem. This was only on the initial setup at some of the
longer-range firing lines. At 1 mile I could actually see the target swaying in the wind on the phone, which
would no doubt have decreased resolution on the presumed fixed focal point lens of the camera.

The shots in the white were easily recognized and distinguished at the 1-mile mark. The bottom circled 3

% shot group was a 5/8” c-t-c, shot at 100 yards previously, and it was
easy to distinguish the 3 bullet holes. The shots in the black
required a little more examination, but using the enlarging feature
of the phone | was able to identify all the holes. Now, those holes
were made with my 1874 heavy Hartford by C. Sharps Arms in .45-
70 caliber using paper patch bullets. Smaller diameter bullets in a
black target may necessitate moving the camera closer for the
highest resolution.

Therein lays the balance one needs to assess using a target
camera system. You must compromise the camera location back far
enough to be out of harm’s way while still providing enough
resolution to see the bullet holes.

I tried recording the target on the App with the camera
approximately 5 feet from the target and about the same to the side.
The attached picture shows a still capture on my phone from the
recording. You can even read my scribbly writing for the most part.
| was able to make out a black circle of a group on the black part of
the target at around 4 o’clock. The resolution looked pretty good to
me.

A screen capture from a video | took of the target A few critiques: | had a problem with the grip that attaches
the camera to the stand. | contacted Caldwell and they had one sent out within a week at no charge, and this
was a couple of years after purchase. A quick glance of some of the reviews shows that it was not an isolated
problem. The new one works fine. The batteries have held up as advertised for me, but I do charge them fully
before | go out and during storage a few times a year.

Very small groups are a little tougher to measure center to center accurately on the App. The system
does not keep track of shot sequence. A possible workaround on the App is to record video to see shots in
succession. Recording duration choices are 30 seconds, 1 minute, 2 minutes, and 5 minutes. You also have the
choice of Hi resolution or Lo resolution.

Personally, I use a small target board at the firing line during practice to plot all my shot locations
whether using the target camera or a spotting scope. Then I record the sequence and add elevation and windage
changes, along with all other pertinent information. A great tool and resource for future practice sessions.

| am very happy with the system, it sets up quickly and easily, and at 8 pounds it is fairly lightweight.
The camera is not affected by mirage or haze as a spotting scope is. The price was reasonable and it has worked
very well for my long-range Quigley style target gongs and the paper targets | shoot at closer ranges for the past
six years. They say a good spotter is invaluable and if you don’t have a spotter, | think a target camera system
could certainly become a valued asset to your long range BPCR practice shooting gear.

Here's a YouTube link to the product demonstration, www.youtube.com/watch?v=0iv6EIGXAmMOQ.

“In years long-numbered with the past, when | was verging upon manhood, my every thought was
ambitious—not to be wealthy, not to be learned, but to be great. | desired to link my name with acts &
men of honor—not only to the present, but to future generations,” George Armstrong Custer


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oiv6EIGxAmQ

