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Behind the Scenes at Quigley 2023 

By Mike Moran 

“Now how did that happen?” I asked myself, looking down at my rifle’s mid-range deluxe sight.  I had 
just sat down at the first target for this year’s competition, the Diamond at 405 yards, when I pulled out my 
book to get my setting, and noticed the knob of the elevation screw was bent to the side.  I must have banged it 
on the edge of my gun cart that morning, as it had been working fine all week in practice.  I tried to turn it and it 
was stuck, bent over enough to interfere with the frame at the top of the sight staff.  “Oh boy, that’s not good,” I 
thought to myself as it quickly tried to make it turn.  
The first relay was still shooting, but it wouldn’t be 
long until I had to be ready to fire.  With a few, er, 
“encouraging words” to help it, I was able to get it 
to turn enough by rotating the threads themselves 
with one hand and nudging the screw’s knob 
around the obstruction with the other.  With 
moments to spare, I got it in position and managed 

to land four of my eight shots on target.  That was 
close.    

The 31st Annual Matthew Quigley Rifle 
Match (www.quigleymatch.com) was held over 
Father’s Day weekend near Forsyth, MT.  This 
year’s competition would see 606 shooters 
competing with a wide variety of black powder 
cartridge guns at the long-range targets that have 
now become famous.  Folks from around the world 
travel to participate in the shooting and meet up 
with old friends and new.  The event is sponsored                         Shooters waiting behind the firing line                 
by the Forsyth Gun Club and held on the ranch of Al Lee, who, now 93 years of age, still makes an appearance 
every year.  In addition to attracting shooters, there are vendors who come and set up “Trader’s Row” which is 
nearly a quarter mile long.  It was one of these traders I needed to see, and quick.   

The C.  Sharps Arms tent was right across from my next 
target,  the rectangle at 417 yards, so when my relay was over, I went 
to see them.  In addition to having guns on display and a variety of 
trade goods for sale, they bring their mobile shop to help folks with 
those last-minute repairs to keep them in the competition. With the 
efficiency of a NASCAR pit crew, Bailey and Tim took one look at 
my gun and got to work, disassembling my sight and replacing the 
elevation screw, and I was back in the match.  And all at no charge – 
that’s customer service!  And they’ll work on any gun, even by other 
manufactures.  They want to see everyone do the best they can.     

We had a chance to visit with the folks at C. Sharps Arms on 
the way out from Olympia, WA.  The Black River Buffalo Runners, 
as we call ourselves, made the trip out over several days, with an 
overnight stop in Big Timber, MT.  It was here that Mike Nesbitt 
picked up his new gun, an 1874 Bridgeport Model in 45-70 with a 
10X MVA scope, and just fell in love with it.  Once we all arrived on 
the Lee Ranch, our “canvas condominiums” took shape, as Mike 
Nesbitt, Allen Cunniff and I set my wall tent, Jerry Mayo helped Bob 
DeLisle with his single-pole hunter’s tent, and Scott Sibley’s ‘Sibley    

     Tim working on Mike’s rifle’s sight              tent’ around a central canvas fly.  Joining us this year was Phil Wiebe 
in his modern tent and Mike and Mark Holeman in Mike’s giant RV.   

http://www.quigleymatch.com/


For the match this year I’d be using the 1874 
Hartford Sporting Rifle which I’d received from C. Sharps 
back in February.  I’d been working up a good 45-70 load 
for it over the previous months, and both at the range back 
home and during the practice days before the match it 
performed well.  It uses a 413-grain bullet from an Accurate 
46-413N mold over 70 grains of Olde Eynsford 1.5Fg black 
powder.   For long-range shooting a heavier bullet would 
certainly have advantages but I wanted to use the 413 grain 
bullets as an all-around loading.  That bullet was replicated 
from a picture of an old Sharps bullet mold and has been 
shooting very consistently for me.  At least until the wind 
decided to change.   

           Tent-life in the evenings                                    The Quigley match consists of six steel targets, 
ranging from 350 yards out to 805 yards, with 8 shots taken at each one.  Shooting is done seated with the rifle 
supported over cross sticks, except for the 350-yard bucket target.  That one is shot offhand, as an homage to 
the movie Quigley Down Under (1990).  The firing line is on one side of a deep ravine with the targets on the 
opposite hillside.  Being wide open grassland, the 
wind is a constantly changing element, and the 
configuration of the ravine causes not only windage 
adjustments but can affect elevation settings as well.  
Saturday, we saw the wind down range blowing left 
to right, by Sunday it had completely changed 
direction.   

For a match of such international renown, 
one would think a major organization is behind the 
planning and operation, but it’s just a handful of 
folks from the Forsyth Gun Club that put it on.  
Claudia Kajin is the President of the club, and her 
husband Al is instrumental in making everything 
happen.  (Al and Claudia also shoot in the match, 
that’s Claudia on the cover aiming her .45-70 rolling 
block.)  I had the good fortune to ride with Al on                   Al and Claudia Kajin, taking a well-deserved break                 
Friday night going downrange to paint the targets and then helped him get sunshades and chairs distributed to 
the scorer’s stations.  For the next hour, we had a great conversation about the Quigley Rifle match.  It was 
interesting to learn some of what happens in the background to make it work.   

At the buffalo target, which is a lot smaller than 
I imagined it would be, I got to peek behind it to see 
the system of sensors and radios used to notify the 
scorekeepers on hits and misses.  Each target has a 
radio stored in PVC canister that can “hear” the hit on 
the target and transmits that to a corresponding radio 
on the firing line.  These 14 pairs of radios all operate 
on different frequencies and have to be pulled each 
night and recharged before putting them out each 
morning.  The buffalo and octagon targets also have a 
sensor attached and connected to a strobe light as a 
visual indicator of a hit, since at 805 and 600 yards 
respectively, it is hard to hear the “ping” of the bullet.  
The two buffalo targets were replaced this year with  

Mike stands beside the 805-yard buffalo, showing many hits       stronger steel, which drove the need for two sensors 
for each target.   



As we painted, Al summarized the budget, stating that 600 shooters at $40 each gives a working budget 
of $24,000, but that gets eaten up pretty quick between prizes, port-a-potties, administrative costs, aerial bug 
spraying (by crop-duster), rentals, etc.  The paint for the targets alone cost $1,100 for the 180 cans needed for 
the week.  Then there’s staffing; during the event you need a platoon of scorekeepers and a dedicated paint 
crew.  Rosebud County provides EMS and Fire support on site.  It’s quite an operation.  Then he said that 
Claudia would likely be up to the wee hours of the morning inputting participant information into the computer.  
As I looked back toward “Quigleyville” from the targets as the sun was setting over the Montana hills, I had a 
much better appreciation for the hard work these folks do for us.   

Back to the match.  With my sight fixed I hurried back and was able to join my squad for a nice relaxing 
wait.  When arriving at Quigley you get to select your Group when you register, then on Friday there is a big 
meeting to break the groups down into Squads, which determines what order you shoot in.  Mike Nesbitt would 
be spotting for me, so he had to be in the squad that followed mine.  Even though they’ve got a system down 
that would be the envy of any Army commander, there is still a lot of “hurry up and wait” required to get all 600 
shooters through the targets.  As the first day wore on, we made our way through the Diamond, Rectangle, 
Bucket, then hiked the quarter mile to the opposite end of the firing line for the Buffalo before stopping around 
6 pm for dinner.   

Several local organizations sponsor camp feeds at Quigley, and Roadrunner Catering is on-site and 
serves up a fine meal of barbequed meats, salads, and desserts on Saturday night.  The tickets are just $20, paid 
in advance.  They even held the start time back a bit to make sure all shooters were done for the day before 
serving.  Throughout the week they served breakfast, lunch, and dinner, and keep the firing line hydrated with 
ice tea and lemonade for sale.   

Sunday, just to make it interesting, the wind 
changed direction, causing some last-minute 
adjustments to windage settings for the last two 
targets.  Shooting started at 9:00, with some practice 
time available in the preceding hour.  That gave us 
enough time to get up and get camp gear broken down 
and put away.  Well, at least all but the tents, which 
were still damp from the little bit of rain we had 
overnight.  I did better on the Octagon and Rectangle 
than I did the previous day, and when it was all 
tallied, I had a total score of 19 hits out of my 48 
shots.   

The awards ceremony starts about an hour 
after the shooting ends, which gave us enough time to 
pack the tents and put the guns away.  The vendors 
and sponsors are very generous, and the first part of 
the ceremony is drawing for the gifts and prizes they 
donate.  Then the category winners are announced, 
with some interesting groups such as husband/wife, 
parent/child, and three generation teams.  The overall 
winner this year was Dan Boenker, who scored a 41 
with his .45-100 customized Remington rolling block 
rifle.  All the scores can be found under the Archives 
tab at the match website.   

This was the second time shooting the Quigley 
match for me, and I’m sure I’ll be back next year to  

     Dan Boenker receives his trophy                             try it again.  While the first time I felt just like a 
participant, this year was special as I got to see and understand a bit more about what goes on behind the scenes.  
I’m not just a shooter, I’m part of the event.  Now if I can just hit a few more targets…. 

 
       “If man could be crossed with the cat, it would improve man but it would deteriorate the cat," Mark Twain 



 



  The Black River Buffalo Runners’    

      Old West Centerfires 
                                                                                                                               
                                                                By Jerry Mayo 

          As we head into the home stretch of the season, we had one of our best 
attended shoots of the year.  With sixteen shooters and less than one hundred 
points separating the top seven, this is lining up to be a good match.  This month 
we had three shooters needing to submit scores from targets fired on a day 
previous to the match.  The targets were shot in the presence of approved 
witnesses.  Scores were verified prior to leaving the range and maintained by the 
Match Director until the day of the shoot.  A practice we provide for those who 
are unable to attend but want to maintain building their aggregate score.  Additionally, match day rules apply.  
No fouling or sighting shots.  

And speaking of rules, I have not mentioned some of the ways Old West Centerfires may be different 
from other shoots of its kind.  However, we had an issue this month that highlights the need to cover 
some of the rules by which we operate.  We will always comply with the Capitol City Rifle and Pistol 
Club rules and the rules of each individual range.  Individual range rules are posted at each range near the 
firing line.  That being said, Old West Centerfires operates as a match that is as “shooter friendly” as 
possible while maintaining the highest level of credibility.  As mentioned above, we allow members to 
shoot ahead of time when they are unable to attend on the day of the match. Our scoring is a little 
different from NRA specs in that any shots appearing on a shooter’s target that he or she did not fire and 
cannot be distinguished by caliber or other means will result in a penalty. That penalty is not losing your 
highest scoring shot but losing instead your lowest scoring shot.  Don’t think you should be penalized for 
someone else’s mistake. Also, scoring is done with a bullet hole template. This allows the shooter to 
have the benefit of the entire diameter of their bullet.  Also, you only need to break the line to achieve the 
next highest scoring ring. 

I was Range Safety Officer for the day.  Mike Nesbitt managed the prize table.  Bob DeLisle and 
Mike Nesbitt worked the scoring table with me.  Thanks to everyone who participated.  The course of 
fire was our standard aggregate setup which consisted of ten shots at 100 yards at a single-bullseye 
target, ten more shots at a 200 yards single bullseye target.  The targets could be shot in any order the 
shooter chooses.  

We had a first-time shooter join us on this day.  Eric Johnson made his way to the range from the 
Portland, OR area.  We appreciate Eric making the trip and hope to see more of him in the future.   

Our top shooter for the day was Ken Kurfurst using a Remington Hepbern chambered in .45/90 
scoring 186-4X.  Our number two shooter was only one “X” behind, with a 186-3X was Curt Lokovsek 
using his 1874 Shiloh in .45/90.  Third was our new-shooter Eric Johnson, shooting an impressive 185 
with a ’74 Pedersoli in .40/65.  Coming in fourth was Allen Cunniff with a score of 181-2X, shooting his 
C. Sharps ’74 in .40/65.  Rounding out the top five was Mike Holeman with a 177 while using his 1874 C. 
Sharps Arms Bridgeport Model in .45/70.   

In sixth place was Mike Nesbitt using his still new scoped ’74 Bridgeport by C. Sharps Arms in 
.45/70, scoring 171.  In seventh was me, Jerry Mayo.  I was using a ’74 C. Sharps Arms Hartford .45/70 
and scored 165.  In eighth place was Mike Moran scoring 163-2X with his C. Sharps Arms Hartford in 
.45/70.   Ninth was “Loco” Jeff Ritter shooting his Remington Rolling Block in .45/90, firing a 161-X.  
In tenth place was Bob DeLisle using his ‘74 Pedersoli Sharps in .45/70 with paper patched loads, and 
scoring 159.  Eleventh was Phil Wiebe with a 158.  Phil was shooting his 1885 Hi Wall by C. Sharps in 
.38/55.  Tom Witt, fell down a bit, posting a 151-X with his ’74 C. Sharps Arms .50/70 for twelfth place.  
Jim Heackel, in thirteenth place, scored a 123 using his ‘74 Pedersoli Sharps .45/70.  In fourteenth was 
Jeff “Doc” Ritter shooting his Remington Rolling Block in .45/70 for a score of 114.  Will Ulry scored 
110-X with his Shiloh .45/70 to take fifteenth place.  Sixteenth is Dan Johnson.  Dan shot 108 using his 



Uberti Highwall in .44/40.  The detailed scoring is shown below. 
Scores for this Match 

                      Name   Rifle/Cartridge   100 yd.      200 yds. Total  Accum 
1st  Ken Kurfurst Remington Hepbern .45/90     92-4X         94  186-4X  754-15X 
2nd  Curt Lokovsek  ’74 Shiloh .45/90  92-2X         94-X 186-3X  738-13X* 
3rd Eric Johnson ‘74 Pedersoli Sharps .40/65 91         94  185  185 
4th  Allen Cunniff C. Sharps Arms. . 40/65        90-X         91-X 181-2X  726-6X  
5th Mike Holeman ’74 C.Sharps Arms .45/70  88         89  177  519-3X 
6th Mike Nesbitt ’74 C. Sharps Arms .45/70 86         85  171  663-6X 
7th Jerry Mayo  ’74 C. Sharps Arms .45/70 83         82  165  645-5X 
8th Mike Moran           ’74 C. Sharps Arms .45/70      82-2X         81  163-2X  511-2X 
9th “Loco” Jeff Ritter     Rem. Rolling Block .45/90 87-X         74  161-X  669-9X 
10th  Bob DeLisle   ‘74 Pedersoli Sharps .45/70 81          78  159  668-6X 
11th Phil Wiebe    ’74 C. Sharps 1885 .38/50 71           87     158  404-2X 
12th  Tom Witt                ’74 C. Sharps Arms .50/70 80           71-X 151-X  608-3X 
13th Jim Heackel       ‘74 Pedersoli Sharps .45/70 72            51 123  214 
14th  “Doc” Jeff Ritter      Rem. Rolling Block .45/70 28            86 114  370 
15th Will Ulry           ‘74 Shiloh .45/70  55-X             55 110-X  110-X 
16th Dan Johnson       Uberti Highwall .44/40 52            56 108  326-X 

 
 Not shooting in this match 

Jim Dickerman 108   Tom Herman         62  Mark Davis 422-2X 
 
The scoring table above does not include specialty events held throughout the year and totals 

show the aggregate matches shot, year to date, up to a total of five.  Some may have shot less. 
For the after-match (shot after the aggregate match) this month we went to the pistols once 

again.  The pistol must fire black powder, lead cast bullets and preferably be of a style and caliber 
specific to the old west period.  The target is ten-and-one-half-inches square with a five-and-one-half 
inch bullseye placed at 10 yards.  This match is a winner takes all and the winner this day is Allen 
Cunniff with an amazing 100-8X.  Impressive shooting Allen. 
   
“Help someone when they are in trouble and they’ll remember you when they get in trouble again,” - John Wayne 



A Letter from P.A. Harris 
 

Submitted by Leo J. Remiger 
 

P.A. Harris narrated his life on the buffalo range in the following letter to C.C. Rister on August 
26, 1926: 
 

My Dear Sir: 
 
I, P.A. Harris, was born February 4, 1853, and came to Texas in 1870 to Denton 
County.  At the time I came to Texas, Indian raids were of frequent occurrence.  My 
half-sister, Mrs. Brown, was killed in Parker County by the Indians while attempting 
to save her children.  Before she could do this and get away, an arrow from the 
bow of an Indian pierced her body.  This was about 1868. 
 
While engaged in buffalo hunting in 1876, myself and four other men came to 
Cedar Creek on the plains and found a man who had just been scalped by the 
Indians.  The savages had come in for a raid in this region and on Tobacco Creek 
near the head of the Colorado River.  Though we did not succeed in overtaking 
and punishing the savages we followed their trail for about fifty miles. 
 
I hunted buffalo from about where McCaulley now stands to the foot of the plains 
and when they got scarce, here we moved down on the North Concho where 
they were to be found in great numbers.  They were so plentiful that in the winter 
of 1876 I saw buffalo in solid mass for a distance of five miles on the North Concho, 
about fifty miles above where San Angelo now stands.  They roamed in herds of 
countless hundreds over the West Texas plains. 
 
In hunting we would start out in the morning looking for a herd.  They were not hard 
to find and scarcely would we have to go more than a mile from camp until we 
struck them.  I would ride a horse while four other men went with the wagon.  I used 
a Sharps 44 rifle and when we came in sight of a herd I would ride as close as I 
could on my horse without disturbing the animals then I would dismount and crawl 
up on foot within three hundred or four hundred yards of them.  In adjusting the 
sights on a rifle, one had to be a good judge of distance, for if the range was short 
when the rifle was fired dust was knocked up before the buffalo was reached and 
if I overshot dust would be knocked up on the other side which would cause the 
buffalo to come toward me.  It was no trouble for me to kill as many as fifty buffalo 
in one day.  The hides of the animals were then stripped from the bodies of the 
animals and allowed to cure.  We succeeded in selling them on the ground for as 
much as one dollar and fifty cents per hide.  Conrad and Rath had a supply camp 
near where the largest spring at Big Springs now stands.  I think that they sold their 
hides at San Antonio and elsewhere.  They would send out wagons drawn by from 
sixteen to eighteen mules driven by Mexicans and these wagons would be loaded 
high with hides.  Sometimes the wagons would be drawn by Oxen. 
 



There was lots of wild game in west Texas during those days, such as panther, wild 
hogs, turkey, deer, antelope, wolves, etc.  Panther steak was very good to eat, in 
fact, it was almost as good as chicken. 
 
One day I went hunting with a man named Rogers a bit east of where Truby now 
stands in Jones County.  Our dogs struck a cold trail and we did not think that they 
would succeed in finding anything but suddenly they struck a warm trail which we 
could see by the way they were barking and running.  Rogers and I ran up and 
when my friend saw what the dogs had treed, he said, "My God!  Don't go any 
closer.  Let’s get away from here!  It is the biggest panther I ever saw!"   
 
We approached near the tree, however, and found the panther standing with his 
front feet on the limbs of one tree and his hind feet on the limb of another that grew 
by its side.  When I shot him (I used a forty-four Smith and Wesson six-shooter) he 
turned completely around, his front feet resting on the limb where his hind feet had 
formerly been.  I took good aim and shot him again, this time just behind the 
shoulders.  When he hit the ground, he was dead.  He was one of the biggest 
panthers I ever saw.  He measured nine feet in length and had claws one-and-one-
half inches long and they were so sharp that they could have torn a dog to pieces. 
 
On another occasion I went with four other men to hunt hogs on Mulberry Creek 
and when we arrived, I told some of the boys to make a fire and cook supper while 
with one or two others I went up the creek looking for signs of hogs.  Our dogs treed 
a half- grown panther which we killed and carried back to camp.  We did not have 
any lard so we cooked a piece of panther in his own fat.  It was as good and tender 
as any meat I ever ate.  During the night a great snow storm came up and we 
returned home, taking our panther with us.  We ate all of him and enjoyed the meat 
very much.  I had a friend who said that he had just as soon eat a piece of cooked 
dog as a piece of the panther.   We got him to eat dinner with us at which time we 
had panther to eat.  He ate heartily of the meat and said that he thought it was 
turkey, but when I took him around the house and showed him the skin of the 
animal, he then said that he did not care for the meat was good and that it was 
the best he ever ate. 
 
I hunted buffalo on the range until about 1878 (three years).  I don't know how 
many I killed in that time but I had many wagon loads of hides.  There were many 
men hunting buffalo at that time, where ever they could find a camping place 
with plenty of water, could be found one of their camps. 
 
        Yours Very Truly, 
         P.A. Harris" 

Source 
Letter to C.C. Rister, Simmons University, Abilene, Texas, from P.A. Harris of McCaulley, Texas, 
August 26, 1926. 

 

“Be careful about reading health books.  You may die of a misprint,” Mark Twain 



 
      “A body of men holding themselves accountable to nobody ought not to be trusted by anybody,” Thomas Paine 



 

   OUTSTANDING PRODUCTS:  by Mike Nesbitt 

 DOUG FLEMING’S PAPER PATCHING KIT 
 While at Quigley last June, on one of my ‘cruises’ down vendor’s row, I spotted some interesting tools for paper 
patching bullets.  Doug Fleming refers to those tools as his Paper Patching Kit and they include some very interesting 
pieces which I hadn’t seen the like of before.  First, there are twin parallel “bars” which are adjustable for width.  Next, 
there are two adjustable paper patch templates.  Then there is what I’ll call the patching jig which allows the user to begin 
each patch on the bullet the same every time.  This Paper Patching Kit has everything for patching bullets, with the 
exceptions of the paper and the bullet mold. 
 Not only were the tools in Fleming’s Paper Patching Kit new to me but his methods were new to me as well.  The 
tools are made of a PETG Plastic -- which has a fairly strong tensile strength.  For instance, the “parallel bars” are 
templates for the width of the paper strips.  To use them; put one bar down with the back edge on the edge of the paper 
and then slice along its other edge with a razor knife.  That gives you as many strips of patching paper as you had sheets 
of paper under the bars.  But don’t lift that bar off of the paper.  Instead put the second bar next to it and slice along that 
bar’s edge too.  Then put the first bar next to the second one and repeat the process until the entire sheet (or sheets) of 
paper is cut into very uniform strips, ready to be cut into patches. 
 The two adjustable patch templates work in a very similar way.  Align the template on the paper strips and cut 
with the razor knife.  Then, before lifting that template from the paper, put the second template next to it, maintaining the 
alignment on the paper strip, and cut again.  That is also repeated until the paper strip is completely cut into very uniform 

patches. 
 Then comes the part of this kit that I like the very best, what he  
calls his patching jig.  This patching jig has several features which 
should be mentioned in additiont to how to use it.  It has twin screw 
holes so it can be mounted securely to a board or even a bench top.  So 
far I’ve just used mine while it is sitting on a table with no real 
problems.  And it can be set up to be used right or left-handed and, I 
guess, mine is set for right-handed use.  It has an adjustment bolt which 
is easily set for the bullets and patches being used, so this patching jig 
does not favor one caliber over another.  I’ve used mine (so far) with .45 
and .38 caliber bullets. 
 To use this jig, a patch (for me, a wet patch) is put along the 
bottom of the jig where a raised line in the casting of the jig allows the 
patch to be positioned the same way each time.  Then lay the bullet on 
the patch, in 
the groove 
which gets the 

bullet pointing perfecty forward, with the bullet’s nose resting 
against the bolt which asures consistency.  With that done, 
simply hold the leading part of the patch to the bullet and roll 
both bullet and patch across the patching jig.  Pick up the 
patched bullet, twist and roll the part at the bullet’s heel to make 
it flat.  If using a wet patch, set the bullet on its base to dry.  

A far better way to see this one is to watch Fleming  
do it on the Youtube video he has prepared.  Likewise, his 
names for his tools are probably much better than mine.  Take a 
look on Youtube at https://youtu.be/RhrtO1-09gc. 
 While I’m going to let Fleming, with his Youtube 
videos, show you how to use this Paper Patching Kit, I will show you what I’ve done with mine.  Here’s a close-up of a 
.45/70 with a bullet, cast from a Tom Ballard mold, patched while using the kit.  This sure looks good to me. 
 The price for the complete set of tools to cut the patches (two adjustable cutting guides, two adjustable patch 
cutting templates, one adjustable paper strip alignment tool) is $40. The adjustable paper patch rolling jig is $15. 
Currently, I am including the Exacto-style knife with the $40 cutting kit. 

See the web site, at www.bpcr3d.com, for how to get these impressive tools 

https://youtu.be/RhrtO1-09gc
http://www.bpcr3d.com/


 

MUZZLELOADER PEEP SIGHT 
FROM MVA 

 
 While on the way home from Quigley, a couple of us stopped in Belgrade to visit Montana Vintage 
Arms.  Jim Gier, the boss at MVA, gave us a tour of the shop and it was very interesting to see how some of 
those very fine and tiny pieces for their sights are made.   

Montana Vintage Arms (MVA) has a very solid reputation with the black powder cartridge shooters for 
the sights and scopes that they make and they have several years of experience in the business.  One very new 
item which they’ve just introduced is a tang sight for muzzleloaders and, in my opinion, this is very 
newsworthy.  Of course, MVA products are made in the U.S.A. 
 This all-steel peep sight, which mounts to the tang of the rifle just behind the breech, might not seem to 
fit well with the usual era displayed in Muzzleloader.  At the same time, there were some muzzleloading rifles 
in use that were equipped with some kinds of peep sights.  But regardless of that, it’s up to the shooter to decide 
if this sight is acceptable and for me, with the problems with my vision, it is highly acceptable.  I’m getting one! 
 Let me admit that my intention is to use this new peep sight on a “Gemmer/Springfield” which I’m just 

starting to build in .50-
70 caliber, beginning 
with the 1868 action.  It 
will be a Hawken-like 
rifle in profile.  Several 
of the old Springfield 
rifles were sporterized, 
including one of the 
favorite rifles owned by 
Custer.  How much that 
.50-70 will be mentioned 
here in Muzzleloader 
remains to be see, if at 
all… 
 This new MVA 
“Muzzleloading 
Sporting Sight” (as MVA 
calls it) is an adjustable 
sight that is much like 
the early sporting tang 
sights.  By that I mean it 
is adjustable but not like 
a target sight which is 
often re-adjusted every 

time the gun is fired, to adjust for changes in windage or in elevation for distance.  The sporting sights were 
generally adjusted while sighting the rifles in but then left at that setting for hunting purposes. 
 That doesn’t mean this new sight can’t be adjusted for changing distances.  It can, but no quite as readily 
as a target sight.  And the windage is also adjustable but, again, mainly for sighting-in and the limits of windage 
adjustment are rather narrow.  To me, that sounds like it is just what I want on that gun I’m building.  
 The sight pictured is one that was already on a Hawken style rifle at MVA.  Like other MVA products, it 
is made to very high-quality standards and we can certainly expect a lifetime of service from such a sight.  The 
“Muzzleloader Sporting Sight” is priced at $195.00 and Montana Vintage Arms, located in Belgrade, Montana, 
can be contacted by telephone at 406-388-4027 or through their web site which is at montanavintagearms.com.  



.      “I was educated once, it took me years to get over it,” Mark Twain 



Black Powder Shotgunning 
     by Jerry Mayo 

 Among my group of shooting friends, known as the Black River 
Buffalo Runners, flows a constant stream of ideas to find new ways to 
enjoy our 2nd Amendment rights.  The latest of which is a growing desire 
to incorporate shotguns into our black powder activities.  My wife often 
refers to the circle of life when she accuses me of dressing up and going 
to play cowboy.  Maybe that’s a better description of when I was twelve 
but generally speaking, she’s not exactly wrong.  There’s a pleasure in the 
nostalgia of the old west.   

The style of the gun was an easy decision when considering the images of the Wells Fargo stage 
traversing the plains with the ever-present armed guard riding “shotgun” with his sawed-off double barrel.  One 
option to consider when considering a Coach Gun was exposed or internal hammers.  Exposed hammers would 
indeed be an authentic representation of the Coach Gun, but so would internal hammers which made their 
appearance in the late 1870’s.  Internal hammer shotguns are certainly in the western era.  So, my search for a 
shotgun appropriate for this activity led me to an economical option.  The “Stoeger Coach Gun”.   
 The Stoeger 
Coach Gun is offered 
with a variety of 
options.  They can be 
finished in black or 
natural stain.  
Receiver and barrels 
can be blued or 
polished nickel.  The 
shotgun is available 
in .410, 20-gauge 
and 12-gauge.  My selection was the plain Walnut and blued 12-gauge version.  Upon initial inspection, I was 
quite pleased with the quality and fit of this gun.  It was tight and very solid right out of the box.  Breaking the 
action open showed the usual tightness expected of a new shotgun that will ease up after some time and use.  
The 20-inch barrels are chambered for 12 gauge 3-inch shells and the barrels are choked, improved-cylinder on 
the right barrel and modified on the left. This gun is made in Brazil and stocked with walnut, and the butt stock 
has a pistol grip, length of pull to the forward trigger is 14 3/8 inches.   
 The forearm is in the style of a “beavertail” and is quite comfortable in hold.  Between the tops of the 
barrels is a knurled rib to deflect sun light.  The overall length of this gun is 36 1/2 inches and it weighs 
approximately 6 pounds and 8 ounces.  The drop at the comb is 1 1/2 inches and the drop at the heel is 2 1/2.  
The shotgun overall is advertised as “…based on the Old West stagecoach guard’s shotgun of choice.  The 
handsome and affordable single- and double-trigger scatterguns pack a potent punch…. these coach guns are 
ideal for Cowboy Action shooting and home defense.”  A single trigger is an available option.  Mine has the 
double triggers.  Stoeger’s suggested retail price for this gun is $499.00.  In my opinion, this is quite a good 
little shotgun for the price and a perfect fit for my intended use. 



 I will be shooting this gun with black powder loads but I would not hesitate for a moment to use modern 
smokeless powder ammunition as this is what they are made for.  They have 3-inch chambers so they’ll fire 
shells of 12-gauge in 2 ¾ or 3-inch that’s available right off the shelf.   
 My gun was used with black powder loads to pattern the individual barrels.  Let me say, shooting the 
Coach Gun was a real treat.  I placed a paper target on a wooden stand 20 yards from the firing line.  Then the 
first to be tried was the right barrel which is the improved-cylinder choke (and fires by way of the front trigger).  
This was the first time I had shot a black powder shotgun shell, although I have experience with shooting shot 
from muzzle loading trade guns.  I must say it was quite a jolt and in the best possible way.   This first shot 
placed the majority of pellets, number 8s, to the right of center with hits all around the perimeter of the paper.  
There appeared to be a bit of a hole in the pattern.  That might be caused by me or the load, I’m not sure.  More 
testing may be needed.  The left barrel has the modified choke (and is fired by the rear trigger).  Under the same 
conditions, that barrel’s pattern had a nicely focused flow of shot into the center of the target with a spread to 
encompass the entirety of the paper.   
 Next was shooting flying clay targets.  Let me say, unlike the majority of my shooting mates, I actually 
come from a shotgun background.  While this has caused a major learning curve with black powder cartridge 
rifles and pistols, I anticipated feeling a little more at home with the shotgun.  In 1985 I shot skeet in the United 
Kingdom Open well enough to quality and shoot in the European Open held in Kaiserslautern Germany that 
year.  That was great fun and I include that only to say, I didn’t consider myself a slouch with a shotgun.  Oh 
yes, what a humbling experience black powder can be.  Be it timing, lead, lagging ignition time, or maybe I’m 
just getting old, but the hits were impressively but hard to come by.  And you could only tell that when the 
smoke had cleared. Yet another learning curve to straighten out. 



 My own handloads will be used with this gun and I think it’s about time we discuss the loading of a 
black powder shotgun shell.  First order of business would be procuring cases and the tools of the trade.  
Attempting to remain true to our Old West roots, I chose to go with all brass shells.  12-gauge brass shells by 
MAGTECH are available from Midway USA in the standard box of 25.  And, while walking the aisles of an 
antique cartridge show held once a year near my home, I acquired a small number of shells that were a mix of 
REM-UMC and Winchester.  These brass shells, unlike modern paper or plastic shotgun shells, are primed with 
large pistol primers.  And I found the need to ream the primer pocket of the MAGTECH cases before trying to 
prime.  This was an odd but necessary step that was quickly accomplished with a Lyman primer pocket reamer.   

There are different ways to load a black powder shotgun shell and I chose to use the familiar, to me at 
least, version of equal parts shot and powder by volume.  I say familiar because this is how I load a Trade Gun 
with shot.  Once the brass cases are primed, it’s time to fill ‘em up.  To accomplish this several tools and 
supplies are needed.  Actually, the first tool was used during the priming phase.  To get the primer in the case 
some type of priming tool is needed.  RCBS makes a shell holder for 12-gauge and when placed in your press 
will act like priming any other case.  Another option is a device which works somewhat like a tortilla press.  It 
is an antique 12-gauge priming tool that holds the brass shot shell and when the tool is closed and squeezed the 
primer is seated into position.  These are available through on-line auction houses.  That’s where I got mine.   

Lastly, and I’m not sure I would ever use this technique but for the 
brave at heart you can find instructions on-line to prime brass cases in the 
following manner.  It is done by placing the primer on a hard surface and 
placing the un-primed case’s primer pocket over the primer.  Then a piece of 
large wooden dowel is placed into the case and all the way down to the top of 
the primer pocket. Then the top of that dowel is tapped lightly with a 
hammer.  Repeated tapping will work the case down over the primer and, 
when the primer is flush with the head of the case, it is done.  I mention this 
last method with a note of caution, of course.  Rarely do hammers and 
primers make a great pairing and just because you see it on the internet does 
not make it right…or safe.  Having said that, apparently it works. 

The photo to the right shows the shotshell components from the 
bottom: primer, brass case, powder, over-powder and cushion wads, shot, and 
the hard-to-see over-shot wad. 
 Now we add the powder.  For this application I use 2Fg powder.  To 
determine how much powder to use and to follow the same amount of powder 
and shot formula, there’s another tool available to simplify this task.  By the 
way, using a greater volume of powder than shot often results in blown or 

hollow patterns.  For measuring the powder and shot, I 
used another antique tool.  This one is a powder/shot 
measure that identifies the volume of each be ing used.  I 
set mine on 1 1/8th ounce of shot and 2 ¾ drams of 
powder.  A dram of black powder is about equal to 27 
grains.  No adjustment is necessary as these are the 
same by volume.  These powder/shot measures are 
readily available.  I have a couple; one marked U. R. 
Co. (?) Torrington Conn. and the other is marked B.G.I 
Co. Pat. Feb 25, 1890.  Current reproductions of these 
antique powder/shot dippers are available from Cash 
Manufacturing.   

 Next, let’s mention wads.  For the loading of 12-gauge brass shells, we need 11-gauge wads.  The walls 
of the brass cases are thinner than the walls of paper or plastic shells and the 11-gauge wads will give us a very 
good fit.  After adding the powder, the over-powder wad can be rammed down to the powder with a hand-
powered rammer. 



 I couldn’t find a “rammer” as such so I made one.  I turned a dowel from hard wood on the lathe.  I 
believe I used Purple Heart and oak (made a couple).  Then I turned a piece of 1” poplar to knob that resembles 
a drawer pull.  Hollowed out the base of the knob 
to accept and hold the dowel.  I placed a short 
piece of hardened steel rod in one end of the 
dowel to act as a de-primer.  Pull it out and turn it 
over and it’s a rammer.  Push the wads all the 
way down, so no air gap can remain. 
 Next will be a ½ inch-thick cushion wad.   
Let’s discuss wad lubrication for a moment.  
Lubrication in a shotgun load is not mandatory, 
although it certainly doesn’t hurt.  We’re aware 
of how a muzzle loader will foul quickly after a 
few shots, as will a cartridge gun.  So, it certainly 
doesn’t hurt to lubricate your brass shotgun 
shells.  One of the wads I use come pre-lubed and 
the other is dry and lubrication must be added.   
One way of doing that is to soak the cushion 
wads in melted bullet lube.  The cushion wads 
will carry the lube, which will be squeezed out as 
the wad and shot are headed toward the gun’s                       Jerry’s tools with his “rammer” to the right           
muzzle once the load is fired.  Be aware you are going to seal your load in the final process and lubrication may 
make that difficult.  You may want to wipe any residue from the inside of your case once the cushion wad is 
seated.  
  Now we load the shot.  There is no need to change the setting on the shot/powder dipper.    The 2 ¾ -
dram setting on the powder shot dipper is equal to 1 1/8th ounces of 
shot.  The dipper is filled flush to the top with shot and poured into 
the mouth of the case right on top of the cushion wad.   
 Finally, we place the over shot wad.  The over shot wad is 
simply a thin piece of card stock.  Often you will see a number 
marked on this final wad to indicate the size of shot with which 
this shell was loaded.  This is a handy habit to get into if you load 
for a variety of game.  Place the over shot wad in the mouth of the 
case and use your rammer to just seat the cardboard against the 
shot.   
 Lastly, the over shot wad must be sealed.  The obvious 
purpose of this would be to keep the contents of your load from 
spilling while the cartridge is being handled.  More importantly is 
to keep the contents of a cartridge in one barrel from spilling under 
recoil when the other barrel is fired.  I have seen several ways to 
seal the over shot wad.  Beeswax, Elmer’s glue, crafter’s tacky 
glue, etc. all have their place in performing this function.  I prefer 
using water glass.  The proper name for water glass is Sodium 
Silicate solution.  A single bead of water glass applied to the 
circumference of the over the shot wad is all that’s necessary to 
provide an excellent hold and simply vaporizes upon firing. 
  Now repeat twenty-four time and your box of black 
powder shotgun shells are ready for use in your Coach Gun, or the               The top wad must be sealed with wax  
shotgun of your choice.  Once fired, de-prime and clean your shells in the usual manner.  The entire process is 
fairly easy and shooting these old shells in old guns provides so much fun.  Be safe and shoot straight. 
            “Fast is fine but accuracy is everything,” Wyatt Earp 


