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WARNING!

To Would-be Sharps Shooters, Frontiersmen, Buffalo Hunters, or
Just Plain Black Powder Cartridge Shooters

Before you take delivery of a Sharps,
High Wall, Remington, Ballard, or any
other turn-of-the-century hammer gun,
ulktoyourdcalc:orFireamlnmxctor
about the proper handling of these antique
nﬂca. If t.hcy are not knowledgeable con-
cerning nnnquc weapons, then find some-
one who is. Find a Certified Fircarms In-
structor who is qualified in the older style
rifles, and listen to him. For safety's
sake, study the Instruction Manual that
came with the rifle. NEVER LOAD OR
FIRE THE RIFLE BEFORE READING
THE MANUAL OR GETTING PROPER
INSTRUCTION.

What redblooded American EVER needed
a manual to know how to load and fire a
rifle? You're talkin' the land of the free,
the home of the world's best shots! Alvin
York, Davy Crockett, Sam Houston,
"Matthew Quigley”! Did they ever read a
manual? Hell no! A Manual! I don't need
no stinkin' manual!

Oh yes you do. The first-time purchaser
of ANY firearm needs a manual, and they
need to read it. Notice that's "need”, not
“should have” a manual. A'manual comes
with your new C. Sharps rifle. If you

have lost yours, call or write the company
for another. Study that manual until you
really understand it.

Our shooting generation is not used to the
hammer out there on the side of the rifle.
We are not accustomed to pulling a ham-
mer back to half cock for loading and re-
loading, nor to cocking the hammer to
fire the piece. As twenty-first century
shooters, we're just not used to hammers.

We have forgotten that, should the ham-
mer slip while being pulled to the full
cock position, the piece could fire. Bingo!
An "accidental” discharge. “Accidental”
nothing. Simple carclessness, coupled
with ignorance of the firearm being vsed.

You do NOT dry-fire hammer guns. Dry
firing any hammer gun will sooner or later
break the firing pin. Or the hammer.
Don't do it.

Another significant difference between
modern rifles and the New Model Sharps
and High Walls, is the manner in which
the cartridge is fed into the chamber and
held there. In the Sharps, the shooter
manually puts the cartridge into the cham-

_ ber, then raises the breechblock to lock it

in. The breechblock is forced across the
back of the cartridge case, which makes it
absolutely necessary that primers be
seated flush with or below the head of the
case. If they protrude, it is remotely pos-
sible that the piece could fire before the
action is closed.

We all know that a "safety” isn't “safe”.
Most of today's shooters have gone
through Hunter Safety Courses in which
that fact was emphasized again and again.
“DON'T DEPEND ON THE SAFETY!"
the instructors tell us. Of course, they are
absolutely right. The New Model Sharps
and High Walls don't have a "safety”, as
such. They do have a "half-cock” notch
which performs a similar function. The
hammer must always be in the half cock .
or "safety” position before loading and
remain there until ready to fire.

Learn your rifle, pay attention to what
you're doing, and the c.n_;oymun you will
receive from shooting a picce of Ameri-
can history, and learning to shoot it well,
will more than offset the minor incoavea-
iences involved in the learning process.
That's the bottom line.

“The secret of getting ahead is getting started.,” Mark Twain
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Brain Tanning a Buffalo Hide

by Mike Moran

“I had not waited long until I heard that loud and boom-like report
of the “big fifty,”” that | was to hear more or less of for the next three
years. Again | heard it; then about two miles west of where this report
came from, pealed out the same deep roar and it came from George
Simpson’s big fifty.”” From John R. Cook’s book, The Border and the
Buffalo.

A 14 pound “Big .50” Sharps Historically, the buffalo hunters
were one step in a process to
produce an end product to satisfy a consumer demand. One of those products was a buffalo robe — a hide
tanned with the hair left on - used as a blanket, cloak, or cut into pieces for coats or bags. A beautiful example

of a buffalo coat is on display in the showroom at C. Sharps Arms.
Brain tanning is an ancient process that \\ '\~\“ "*‘-f“- '\‘\
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produces a wonderful material. The hide in this W X

article came from Oregon. The hunter used a .45/70 % = W
Sharps rifle to dispatch the animal with a shot into the .

area behind the ear which produces an instant kill. By
word of mouth the opportunity came to me for the
hide, which I tanned in this age-old method. It is now
part of my bedroll and makes for the best night’s
sleep.

For a first-hand account of hunting and
skinning buffalo, I’ve included some passages from
John R. Cook’s book, “The Border and the Buffalo”,
first published in 1907 and available thru C. Sharps
Arms. While it doesn’t cover tanning, it gives a great
description of the work involved up to the final
processing. It was a heck of a job and those fellows
quickly learned to be efficient.

“We fashioned a forked stick to the center of
the hind axel-tree of a wagon, letting the end drag on /
the ground on an incline to say 20 degrees; fastened a §
chain or rope to the same axel, then we would drive
up quartering to the carcass and hook the loose end of
the chain over a front leg. After skinning the upper
side down, then start the team up and pull the dead
animal up a little, and stop. (The stick prevented the
wagon from backing up.) Then we would skin the belly i
down mid-sides; start the team again, and pull the A buffalo hide coat on display at C. Sharps Arms
carcass over, having rolled the first side of the hide close to the backbone. Then we would skin down to the
backbone, and the hide was separated from the carcass. We would then throw the hide in the wagon, and
proceed as before until all the hides were skinned from the dead carcasses.”



After fleshing, the hide is laced onto an 8°’x10’ frame. In addition to holding the hide open for work, it
allows it to be moved and turned relatively easily. Care must be taken to keep the spine aligned when lacing so
the final hide does not distort. It is
allowed to dry for several days in
preparation for scraping and thinning.

There is a membrane on the inside
of the skin which must be scraped off to
allow the brains to penetrate. Then the
hide is thinned, scraped down until the
backside of the hair follicles show and the
hide takes on the feeling of parchment
paper. A winter killed cow was sought
after for robes, the winter hair was thick
and even, and the hide not nearly as thick
as the bulls. After 16 hours of scraping, |
had the hide thinned to where | wanted it.
(All those scrapings can be saved and
rendered into hide glue, if desired).

“The next day we hauled over to
Springer all the hides we had on hand,

receiving $2.50 for the old bull-hides, 91;», -
$3.00 for the choice robe cow-hides, and %'f,_;..,-— - TV T R
$1.75 each for all the others.” The h|de is Iaced into the 8 xlO frame
Technlcally, brain tannlng is not tanning at all. Tanning gets its name from the tannic acids found in oak

- trees which would chemically alter the hide and turn
=8 it into leather. “Dressing” is the proper term when
d¥ using brains. The brain is a very oily organ, but an
oil that is emulsified, or dissolved in water.
™ Alternatives to brains are egg yolks or a combination
of soap flakes and neatsfoot oil. The brain is
pulverized and dissolved in water. About two
pounds of brains are needed for a robe.
Just like a dry sponge doesn’t absorb as well as a
i wet, wrung out sponge, the dry hide needs to be
rehydrated to absorb the brains. In the evening, the
hide is laid fur side down, covered with soaking wet
towels and a tarp, and left to soak overnight. In the
morning, the hide is carefully worked with a pointed
R, o C , M . stickor the blade of a shovel to stretch the open
Scraping and thmnmg the hide, showmg a dark rectangle of fibers-but only as much as it wants to go.
membrane still to be removed Next, it is laid back down and the brains are painted
on, as much as the hide will absorb, then stood up again and left to dry for several days.

““I aimed at him at the regulation place that | had heard Buck, George, and the old man Wood say was
the proper place anywhere inside of a circle as large as a cowboy’s hat, just back of the shoulder blade. And
here was where | plunked him, and in much less time than it takes to tell it, the pale, frothy blood blubbered out
of his nostrils, he made a few lurches and fell over, dead.”

This rehydrate/brain procedure is done three times. Each time, the hide will stretch more and will
absorb more brains. The goal is to make sure that the brains are penetrating all the way through the hide and
into the grain layer which holds the hair (the grain is the smooth surface of the leather). In between these steps,
the hide is left for several days for the enzymes in the brain to work their magic.

On the last “braining,” the hide is worked until it is completely dry. Hide is like cloth with glue in it.
When it is wet, the glue dissolves and becomes flexible, but as it dries it bonds back together and becomes hard.




The oily brain dressing allows the fibers of the hide
to slip against each other easily, and the hide is
continuously manipulated as it dries.

This breaks down the glue bonds as they begin
to form, and after the hide is completely dry (no

. longer cool to the touch), the hide is soft, flexible,
~ . and white.

“We had good hunting at this camp until the
last of February, when all at once the buffaloes
were not to be seen. ““Oh, well,”” said Charley, “we

~ need a little rest and diversion anyhow;” for we
- made hay while the sun shone. | thought so, too, for

we then had stacked up and drying 2003 hides, 902

li ~ of them | had skinned, and was so accredited. This

was an average of 22 buffaloes a day for 41 days.

1% At 25 cents per hide | had earned $225.50.”

| £ This softening process is an all-day affair but there

Scraplng tools: On the top row are a draw knlfe and a two handed it’s taken out of the
frame and “cabled,”

knife for fleshing, then a shovel and pointed stick for softening,
and an elk antler “wahinke” plus modern steel scraper.

across a rope or cable to further manipulate the fibers and abrade the surface.
Unfortunately, those glue particles are still there, and if it gets wet it
will go right back to stiff rawhide again, so the last step is smoking. The
chemicals in the smoke react with the glue and prevent them from bonding
again. To do this, the hide is folded over and sewn up using the lacing holes
with a canvas skirt attached to the bottom and set over a punk wood fire for

several hours. This also gives it a nice tan color.

“We reloaded the empty shells from the day’s shooting, fifty-one in all,
or a little over an average of three shots to the animal. Some were killed with
one shot, some two, some three, and one with five shots. Others went off with
the herd, carrying lead in their bodies. Each hunter carried in his ammunition-
box a reloading outfit, consisting of bullet molds, primer extractor, swedge,
tamper, patch-paper, and lubricator. After reloading the shells, we went to bed

and to sleep.”

There you have it — a brain tanned buffalo robe, after only 20 hours of fleshing
and scraping, 6 hours of braining, 12 hours of softening and 3 hours to smoke.
Purchasing one already tanned will cost you $1,200-$1,500, but one night’s
sleep wrapped in that wooly cocoon and you’ll be convinced it’s worth every
penny. Plus, it’s the perfect backdrop for pictures of your buffalo gun and

ammunition.

* is no way around it.

If you stop before the hide is completely dry,

it will end up with stiff spots. The only solution is
| to rehydrate the

hide and start again.
Once soft and dry,

run back and forth

The hide hung over a punk
For more information about brain tanning, check out “Deerskins into wood fire for smoking
Buckskins” by Matt Richard, or Wes Housler’s video “How to Brain Tan a Buffalo Hide”. There are many
good references out there if you search. Tanning is a labor of love but a very satisfying pastime, gets you
material not otherwise available, and makes full use of your harvest. Now, grab your Sharps and your
ammunition box and start looking for your robe!
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REMEMBERING BOB GIETZ

By Mike Nesbhitt

With great sadness and an incredible feeling of loss, it’s time to take a moment to
remember Bob Gietz, an incredible member of the Capitol City Rifle & Pistol
Club who recently passed away. Bob was one of those people who almost
everybody knew and everyone who knew him could have a different story to tell.
For the most part, Bob was more of an organizer than a shooter and he ran the
black powder matches, both muzzleloading and cartridge, as both the match
director and the RSO for several years. Bob was a leading force in organizing the
Old West Centerfire matches and, in fact, it was he who gave those matches their
name. Bob’s leadership and talents at organization were also seen at the annual
Rain-de-voo and in the Spring Hunt which was our way of introducing

‘ muzzleloading, archery, and tomahawk throwing to the local Boy Scouts. We
also saw Bob runnlng the show’ at several of the shoots at Tenino.

Readers of The American Sharps Shooters will probably best remember Bob for his reports on our Old
West Centerfires matches and shoots. He started writing those reports in the middle of 2014, when our Old
West Centerfires matches were shot at 50 and 100 yards, before we moved to a range that had room for our 200-
yard targets. And he continued to make those reports until the middle of 2020, when he had to drop out.

We can certainly agree that Bob was an organizer and, in fact, he did so much for the black powder
matches, again both muzzleloading and cartridge, that when he had to Tk » 4 0
bow out, due to health issues, no one else really knew what to do. |
was a struggle filling the void that Bob had left, even when he was stiII
available to give us guidance over the telephone.

The Capitol City Rifle & Pistol Club recognized Bob’s efforts
several years ago and he was awarded a life-time membership. Our
black powder cartridge shooters also recognized Bob’s devotion to our
sport and to our club and had a special green blanket coat made for
him, which he is wearing in the photo to the right, with a Sharps rifle
over his shoulder.

Bob was also a craftsman and he was a student under Dave
Dolliver when he built some muzzleloading rifles for himself. One of
the best remembered is the .40 caliber percussion rifle which he used
in match competition at CCR&P and other clubs.

In addition to those activities, Bob was also very active in the Washington State Muzzleloading
Association and had the job of supplying the member muzzleloading clubs with the WSMA medals for shooting
awards. So, there are many corners to the void he leaves behind.

Perhaps Bob’s most memorable trait is how practical he was. He could look at a situation and most
always find a solution that would satisfy everyone. That practicality, as well as his blend of courage, stayed
with him right to the end. When he went into the hospital for the last time, he had the understanding that it
would be his last time, as he told a few of his friends.

Will Ulry was one of his good friends who was able to visit with him on his last day. Will’s visit was
drawing to an end so he stood to leave Bob’s side. Bob reached out for a final handshake, with a firm and
genuine grip, saying, “I’ll see you on the other side.”

Let’s hope we all meet Bob again, on the other side....
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By Jerry Mayo BUFFALO RUNNERS
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The 2022 Aggregate Finale

After six matches over the course of the year, the 2022 Old West
Centerfires season came to an end in grand fashion. Despite the sub-
freezing temperatures, this match had a record number of shooters attend.
The winner for the day would miss tying an Old West Centerfires course
record by one point. Not to worry, he holds the current record with a 196
out of a possible 200. This would be a high scoring affair with eight of
the thirteen shooters scoring above 150 points.

» g | 4 b B Allen

3 % his shooting early so he could go

<= hunting while the rest of us fired for
Wes  score. His targets were shot in the
‘a0 M8 presence of witnesses and
maintained by the Match Director
until the day of the shoot. Thisis in
accordance with our rules for these
circumstances.

| want to thank Tom Brown
for his assistance in the
management of this match. Tom
i served as Range Safety Officer and

Allen Cunniff aiming with his .45/110 also served as photographer.
First, let us look at the match prior to getting into the aggregate results.
The course of fire is our standard aggregate setup which has ten shots at 100 yards
at a single-bullseye target, ten more shots at 200 yards on another single bullseye
target. Shooter’s choice on where to start. "

Our top shooter for the day was Ken Kurfurst with a fantastic 195-6X. \
Ken was shooting a rifle we have not seen much of at this event; a .45/90 Sharps \\ \
Borchardt. Ken’s 100-yard target shows a score of 99 with several X’s, in the T
photo to the right. Ken had the high scoring targets at both distances. Well done, Ken.

Our number two shooter was “Loco” Jeff Ritter with his Remington rolling block chambered
in .45/90 firing a 184-3X. Third was Curt Lokovsek with his Remington Hepburn in .45/90 posting a
182-2X. Coming in fourth with his Pedersoli Sharps in .45/70 was Bob Delisle with a 172-X. Mike
Nesbitt was our fifth-place shooter today. Mike scored a 169-2X with his 1874 C. Sharps Arms
.50/70 using 473-grain paper patch bullets. And they were our top five.

One point behind Mike was Jerry Mayo taking sixth place using a 1874 C. Sharps .45/70
posting a 168-X. One point behind Jerry in seventh place was Mike Moran also shooting a 1874 C.
Sharps Arms, .45/70, for a score of 167. In eighth place was Allen Cunniff. For the first time in this
competition Allen was shooting a C. Sharps .45/110 and posted a 151. In ninth place was Tom Witt
with a ’74 C. Sharps Arms, .50/70 posting a 148. In tenth place was Phil Wiebe using a C. Sharps
1885 Hi-Wall in .38/50 Remington. Phil fired a 147-2X. In the eleventh position we had Jeff “Doc”
Ritter with a 132 using a heavy barreled Remington rolling block in .45/90. Mark Davis came in
twelfth place shooting a 105 with his Shiloh Sharps in .45/70. And the thirteenth-place shooter was
Tom Herman using a .45/70 Pedersoli Sharps and posting a 36-X.




Scores for this Match

Name Rifle/Cartridge 100 vd. 200 yds. Total
15t Ken Kerfurst Sharps Borchardt .45/90 99-4X 96-2X 195-6X
2n “Loco” Jeff Ritter ~ Rem. Rolling Block .45/90 94-2X 90-X 184-3X
37 Curt Lokovsek Rem. Hepburn .45/90 88-X 94-X 182-2X
4" Bob DelLisle 1874 Pedersoli .45/70 87-X 85 172-X
5t Mike Nesbitt 74 C. Sharps Arms .50/70 87-X 82-X 169-2X
6™ Jerry Mayo 74 C. Sharps Arms .45/70 78 90-X 168-X
7t Mike Moran 74 C. Sharps Arms .45/70 79 88 167

8™ Allen Cunniff C. Sharps Arms. .45/110 75 76 151

9" Tom Witt C. Sharps Arms .50/70 80 68 148
10t Phil Wiebe Sharps Hi-Wall.38/50 73-X 74-X 147-2X
11 “Doc” Jeff Ritter Rem. Rolling Block .45/90 67 65 132
12t Mark Davis Shiloh Sharps .45/70 45 60 105
13" Tom Herman 1874 Pedersoli .45/70 26 10-X 36-X

Now, for the moment we’ve all been waiting for...a hearty congratulation goes to ALLEN
CUNNIFF! Allen is our 2022 Old West Centerfires Aggregate winner with a five-match total score

for the year of 927-13X. Good job Allen.
2022 Aggregate Results

15t Allen Cunniff 927-13X 9t Mike Moran 776-2X
2nd Ken Kurfurst 920-18X 10t Will Ulry 560-X
3rd ““|oco” Jeff Ritter 910-13X 11t Mark David 300
4% Curt Lokovsek 888-12-X 12" Phil Wiebe 291-3X
5% Mike Nesbitt 801-5X 13t “Doc” Ritter 283

6t Jerry Mayo 799-7X 14t Paul Warden 116

7% Tom Witt 784-2X 15" Tom Brown 111

8" Bob DelLisle 782-2X 16" Tom Herman 89-X

Our “after aggregate match” this time was shot with revolvers. We had ten shooters take the
line at the pistol range for ten shots at a new target for this event. The target did not have an X, and
was comprised of smaller rings than we have been accustomed to, and it was posted at ten yards. Only
single action revolvers using black powder and lead cast bullets were used. When the noise stopped
and the smoke cleared we had a t|e Bob DeLlsIe and Jerry Mayo shared the winnings.

Shooters standing, L-R, Loco Jeff thter Tom Wltt Mark Davis, Mike Moran, Tom Herman Jerry Mayo,
Ken Kurfurst, Phil Wiebe, & Curt Lokovsek, kneeling, Bob DeL.isle, Mike Nesbitt, & Doc Ritter



Don’t worry about a billionaire who became a politician, worry about politicians who become billionaires!




Road Ranches on the Texas
Buffalo Hunting Grounds

By Leo J. Remiger

There are many interesting items overlooked when mention is made of the buffalo hide hunters and skinners who
operated during the 1870°s and 1880°s. One such item would be the various road ranches and stores where the
hunters resupplied when out on the range. Often they were remote enough that a trip to a post sutler or Dodge
City merchant was just too far away to warrant the time expended, especially if only a small number of items
were needed. Or they may have needed to trade a small number of hides for merchandise and didn’t have
sufficient quantity of hides to make a long trip pay.

Many enterprising merchants saw the opportunity of establishing points of supply closer to the area of operations
to obtain the trade. That was the very reason that Charles Rath and A.C. Myers established their satellite stores
at Adobe Walls, Texas in 1874. Many hunters and freighters also established small road ranches in the areas they
frequented and moved with the herds as they were being hunted.

Just a very small sampling of road ranches in Texas would consist of the following:

Adobe Walls — Charles Rath and A.C. Myers — estimated that in March 1874 A.C. Myers brought $50,000 worth
of merchandise and that in April 1874 Rath brought $20,000 worth of merchandise to the location.

Conrad & Rath — Capt. Nicholas Nolan reported that during one of his military scouting trips searching for
Comanche, between May 17 and July 22, 1879, he proceeded down the Canon Blanco to a store owned by Conrad
and Rath.

Tucker “Tuck” Cornelius owned a store variously named “Robber’s Roost,” “Scab Town,” and “Hide Town”
which he sold to W.H. Pete Snyder in the spring of 1878. Snyder then relocated the store to Deep Creek and the
ranch became known as “Deep Creek” and variously as “Snyder’s Place” and simply “Snyder.”

Goldstein & Co., Frank Collinson mentions selling hides to this road ranch in 1878. He says Goldstein & Co.
operated from a dugout on Dutchman Creek in which hide hunters had lived the previous year. Jim “Bermuda”
Carlisle paid him for his hides. Dutchman Creek rises six miles southwest of Benjamin in southwestern Knox
County and runs east for ten miles to its mouth on the Brazos River, a mile east of Lake Catherine.

Henry Hamburg. The White/Collinson outfit sold their hides to Hamburg at his store on Ballard Springs before
the outfit broke up. Ballard Springs is located in Motley County, between Matador, Texas and Roaring Springs
Texas. Henry Hamburg and Ben McCamey owned a store on Teepee Creek as well. J. Wright Mooar remembers
the two men operating a road ranch at the head of the Clear Fork of the Brazos near where Camp Springs is
located. That puts one of their stores in the vicinity of the “Tuck” Cornelius store. That hides were picked up at
these locations is verified in the Frank Conrad ledgers. Other sources mention they had a road ranch on the Pease
River.



Baker’s Ranch, Capt. Nolan reported that the nearest route to the Tasker House was to go to Goodnight’s Ranch
on Battle Creek, then across Palo Duro Canyon at the Military Crossing above the mouth of Tule Canyon, thence
on the plains up Tule Canyon to its head. At this place two roads come together, one from the west and one from
the N.W. and takes a south east course to Baker’s Ranch on the Quitaque.

Dockum Ranch, this road ranch was operated by Warren Castle Dockum, Medal of Honor recipient from the
battle of Sailor’s Creek, Virginia. Dockum is mentioned in John R. Cook’s book “The Border and The Buffalo”
as being a skinner for the Charlie Hart outfit. When he left the Hart outfit he returned to Kansas to visit family.
We are not exactly sure when he returned to Texas and opened a small supply store for buffalo hunters at his
dugout on Dockums Creek in the western part of Dickens County, Texas. Dockums Ranch was the only post
office northwest of Fort Griffin for some time and is often shown on maps of that period.

John Quinn, another of the Frank Conrad branch road ranches was located on Red Mud Creek in Dickens County
and was run by John Quinn in 1876. He had two brothers R.B. and Tom on the buffalo range during this time
period. This could be the Conrad & Rath ranch mentioned by Capt. Nolan above.

Wiley & Coggin’s Ranch, located at the foot of the “Plains” and one of the heads of the South Pease River. It
was 18 miles from the Coggins &Wiley ranch to the Tasker Ranch in Blanco Canyon — in a South west course.

The Zulu Stockade was a road ranch run by the Cator Brothers on Palo Duro Creek, it eventually became a store
and eventually a post office for a short time.

H.C. Jacobs & Co. Frank Conrad maintained road ranches in multiple locations calling them branch stores. He
maintained a ranch on the Colorado River where he left Henry Jacobs in charge.

The above are just a very few of the many road ranches in operation during the buffalo hunt in Texas. Naturally
one wonders just what kind of inventory these various road ranches maintained. Naturally that depends on the
quality of the road ranch. Was it merely a place to stop and “belly up to the bar” for a break in the tedium of
hunting and to exchange “windies” with fellow hunters or was it a place to sell hides and re-outfit before heading
out after the migrating herds of buffalo. A majority of the ranches operated from dugouts and followed the
migrating herds. We are fortunate that the Frank Conrad ledgers provide an answer to that question in the form
of an invoice to resupply the inventory at the H.C. Jacobs & Co. store on the range.

The quantity and quality of goods available is rather astonishing, | think. Unfortunately, we don’t have an
inventory on hand to know what was already available at the road ranch. This is just an inventory to add to the
existing stock of goods already at the store. The hunters ate much better than we imagine and the list of clothing
indicates they were not all dressed in fringed buckskin with wraps of buffalo hide. They were typically dressed
in simple working man’s clothes of the time period. On the next page we duplicate a page from the Frank Conrad
ledger, courtesy of “Frank Conrad Ledger,” from the Collection of the Robert E. Nail, Jr. Archives of the Old
Jail Art Center, Albany, Texas. | hope you find it as fascinating as | did.



474 — H.C. Jacobs & Co.
Wednesday — 5 September 1877
To Stock on Hand at Store on Range Dr

June 6 1877

70buCorn | $1.90 | $133.00 1 -2 Ib Cans Peas $3.12

1200 Ib Flour | $7.50 | $90.00 9 - 2 Ib Cans Tomatoes $1.71

287 IbBacon | $0.14 | $40.18 2 Pint Bottles Gherkins $0.48

675Iblead | 111/2 | $77.63 2 Qt Bottles Gherkins $0.62

1 Sack - 136 Ib Coffee $0.29 | $39.44 1 Can Deviled Ham $0.39

50 Ib Coffee | $0.29 | $14.50 12 Bars Soap $0.84

200 Ib Sugar | $0.18 | $36.00 3 Boxes ? Powders $1.08

37 Ib Navy Tobacco | $0.80 | $29.60 12 - 5 Ib Cans Hide Poison $3.96

75 Ib Twist Tobacco |  $0.80 | $60.00 3 -10 Ib Cans Hide Poison $0.99

18 Ib Centennial Tobacco $0.80 | $14.40 16 - Tin Plates $1.76

9 Ib Plug Tobacco |  $0.80 $7.20 7 Qt Cups $0.91

104 Ib Soda Tobacco | $0.10 | $10.40 22 Pint Cups $1.98

3 to 5 Gro[ss] Matches $6.71 2 Small Sprinklers $1.40

20 Ib Candles $0.24 3 Medium Sprinklers $2.55

1 Doz Wampoo Bitters $8.70 2 Large Sprinklers $2.10

17 Bots Red Lion Bitters | $0.72 | $12.24 3 Coffee Mills $2.10

150 Short 50 Cart $4.88 3 Briar Root Pipes $1.50

7 Box Colts 45 Cart | $1.09 $7.63 18 Drum Pipes $5.94

7 Box Henry Cart | $0.69 $4.83 19 Cherry Stems $2.09

5 Box S&W Cart $0.94 $4.70 38 Gals Whiskey | $2.27 | $86.26

5Box 40 Shells |  $1.61 $8.05 8 Ib Pepper $2.16

19 Box 44 Shells |  $1.64 | $21.16 30 Ib Soda Crackers $3.60

306 45 Shells 31/4 | $10.94 10 Pair Blankets $37.00

4 - Reloading Outfits |  $5.69 | $22.76 14 Pair White Merina Drawers $8.40

1 - 40 Gun Barrel $14.70 7 Pair Cotton Drawers $3.85

9,250 Primers |  $2.10 | $19.43 8 Pair Socks $1.20

7 Steels | $1.10 $7.70 8 Calico Shirts - Light $4.80

4 Wilson Rip Knives |  $0.31 $1.24 4 Cassmere Shirts $9.00

18 B F Skin Knives $5.86 3 Hats # 1294 $4.50

1 G R Rip Khnife $0.31 4 Hats # 369 $5.25

635 Long 50 Shells 314 | $20.63 4 Hats # 2212 $10.50

3 Pocket Knives $1.50 6 Hats # 1458 $1.95

21 Pocket Combs $2.52 13 Ib Rope $2.38

11 Pair Over Alls $13.20 1 Grind Stone - 34 Ib $16.40

8 Jumpers | $1.18 $9.44 4 Pair Boots $1.60

3 Cans Lubricator $3.00 1 Pair Brogan Shoes $7.00

14 New Flour Sacks $0.12 $1.68 7 Pair Asstd Shoes $7.26

7 Boxes Mc Lanes Pills $1.19 242 S. P. Paper $7.00

8 Boxes Wrights Pills $1.44 4/5 Case Bitters $1.83

2 Bots Jamaca Ginger $0.78 3 Cans Rifle Powder | $0.15 | $0.75

1 Bot Wilhofts Ague Cure $0.78 10 Spools Thread $0.60

9 - 1 Ib Cans Oysters $1.08 1/2 Doz W Buckets $0.15

10 - 2 Ib Cans String Beans $2.20 10 Gals Vinegar $6.20
10 -2 Ib Cans Lima Beans $2.20 1 Overcoat Blue $4.00 | $1,052.68

“A man's rights rest in three boxes; the ballot box, jury box, and the cartridge box,”— Frederick Douglass
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PAPER PATCHED. TRIPLE WRAPPED

By Mike Nesbitt

Most of the time, paper patching is considered and discussed as a two-wrap process. The only shooter |
know of who ever mentioned triple wrapping was Elmer Keith and he had some bullets which he used in his old
original Sharps in .44/90 with three wraps of paper. Several years ago, | used a 500-grain bullet in my .50/90
with three wraps and in that gun the triple wrapped bullets seemed to perform better than the same bullet with
only two wraps. What kind of paper | was using :
back then, just over 40 years ago, | can’t recall but
that was some of the paper bought from C. Sharps
Arms in the small tablets. My loads for the .50/90
were mainly for hunting and very few of them
were ever shot at paper targets.

Recently I’ve gone back to triple wrapping
starting with a particular bullet. That bullet is cast
from a KAL mold for the .44/77 and the tapered
‘slick” drops from the mold with a diameter at the
base of .432”. Over the few years that I’ve had
that mold, the bullets from it have never given me
the performance that | wanted. However, it did
come close, close enough that | kept on trying.

Interest in shooting paper patched bullets
came to a new peak after I dismantled an old &
factory loaded .44/77. That old round had a bullet which weighed 405 grains and it had a diameter at the base




of .438”. With this information, I wanted some .438” bullets. Rather than buy a new mold, which I might still
do, I checked to see if Buffalo Arms offered their swaged bullets in that diameter. They do! | was just about
order 50 or 100 of those when I thought to check, seeing if | already had some of those bullets. | did!

So, ten of the Buffalo Arms .438” bullets were patched with two wraps of the paper which is also sold
by Buffalo Arms. That paper, according to my micrometer, is about .002” in thickness and two complete wraps
with that paper takes a .438” diameter bullet right up to .446” which is “spot on” for the .44/77. When those
bullets were fired, they showed an instant improvement over the .432” diameter bullets with the same two
wraps of paper.

Then | remembered Elmer Keith and his triple wrapping of paper patched bullets. Three wraps of the
paper around the .432” bullets would take their diameter up to .444”, almost the same as the patched .438”
bullets. Within minutes, some triple patching was tried.

First a patch template had to be made. Making a patch template is easy and | make them out of
cardboard, the stiff cardboard that is commonly used as tablet backing. To find the length, simply multiply the
caliber (.44 in this case) times pi (3.14), times 3 for the three wraps. That comes out to just over 4 1/8”. 1 like
to make my cardboard patch templates just a little too long so they can be trimmed to size after seeing how well
the patches fit the bullets. The angle on the ends of the template were copied from a steel two-wrap template
that I had bought, most likely from C. Sharps Arms.

That length, of course, is for each of the parallel sides. Don’t cut a rectangle to length and then cut the
end angles, the result will be terribly too short. Cut the cardboard longer than needed to begin with, perhaps a
1” wide strip. Then cut the angle on one end. With that cut, measure the needed length, just over 4 1/8” in this
case, and then cut the angle on the other end. This will give you the template for triple patching.

Then, if the patches are too long, trim the template with a sharp pair of scissors. On the other hand, if
the patches are too short, just make a slightly longer template.

Cutting the patches while using the long or triple-wrap template is no different than how you might be
doing it with the double-wrap template. My way is to cut the sheet or sheets of paper into strips 7/8” wide and
then simply cut the patches with sharp scissors while using the template as the guide for both length and angle.
This method gives me a good supply of cut patches in a rather short period of time.

Applying the triple-wrap patches is, likewise, not really any different than applying a double-wrap
patch, it is only longer. | do use the ‘wet patch” method of wrapping and | simply start the patch on to the
bullet, about where it should be, hold the trailing part of the patch out at about 90-degrees, and begin to roll it
on. The rolling is continued down my finger until the wrapping is completed. | have tried using a patching
board but my old habits of patching by hand seem to prevail so | will continue to do so.

After drying, the triple-wrapped bullets are loaded into the sized, primed, expanded, and charged cases.
In the .44/77, the amount of powder I’ve been using is 75 grains of Swiss 1 1/2Fg which requires very little
compression. Compression is simply done with the expander die, backed off so compression is not too deep.
The powder is then compressed under a Walters” wad and then the cartridge is ready to receive the lube cookie
and bullet. The triple-wrapped bullets are still easily seated over the lube cookie with just fingertips. After the
bullet is inserted, deep enough to give the cartridge an overall length of about 3”, the same as the old factory
loads, it is simple pressed down by hand to assure that it is
resting on the lube, and then the cartridge is run part way into a
file trim die to straighten the mouth of the case, which had
been slightly funneled by the expander die. With that, the load
is ready for shooting.

Triple-wrapped patches were also applied to some 473-
grain bullets for the .50/70 and used in our latest Old West
Centerfires match with decent results. At the right is my 100-
yard target with ten shots, fired from a sitting position behind
x-sticks with only one shot, the first one, out of the black. The
spread of the group probably indicates that | need to be much
steadier. We’ll have to see if | can improve that and I’ll be
doing it with more triple-wrapped paper patch loads.
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OUTSTANDING PRODUCTS: by Mike Nesbitt
BANDOLIER WITH POUCH FROM TOMMYMAKER

“Tommymaker Custom Leather” of Oberlin, Kansas makes some very interesting and useful goods
including cartridge belts, belt slides, and hangers, plus leather notebooks (for keeping sight data) and the
pouches with the bandolier shoulder straps that | want to tell you about now. These shooting pouches look like
they’re made for muzzleloaders and, in fact, they’d do very well with a front-loader because inside the pouch is
a generous ball pocket. So, let’s say they could be used with muzzleloaders but that, in my opinion, is not the
real intention for the pouches nor is it the way I’ll be using the pouch that | bought from Tommy.

At our club we have
some events where we walk a ’ : i~
trail while carrying our lever e, ' |
action rifles chambered for - g 8 Y,

“pistol cartridges” such as the : _
45 Colt and the .44/40. This P L T &
bandolier with the pouch is nu . =
perfect for such doin’s and mine
gets used with the .44/40 ammo
rather regular. The adjustable
2” wide web strap has 50
cartridge loops to hold a whole
box of the .44 ammo. Smaller |
calibers, such as the .38 Special,
might have more loops, you’ll
have to ask about that. :

And the top of the flap

on the pouch has a hole in it for L
receiving your empty cases, one

at a time. This means you don’t have to open the pouch to drop an empty case in. That’s another handy
convenience.

W These are very well-made leather pouches with the web
shoulder strap bandolier and the most recent price | have for one of these is $70.00 postpaid. For more
information or placing an order, contact “Tommymaker” Tommy Ewing, 966 CCS Ln, Oberlin, Kansas 67749.
His email address is tommymaker@yahoo.com and his telephone number is 785-475-3268.
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Brushed Twill Longhorn Bib Shirt from
Buffalo Arms Company

Wearing “cowboy” styled clothes while participating in our black powder cartridge shooting events does
seem to add to the fun and the clothing certainly adds to the pictures. One of my favorite styles of shirt is the
“bib front” that some folks like to call the “John Wayne shirt” because he did wear several of them in his films.
But if you look at many of the old pictures of Western attire, you’ll see several versions of the bib front shirts.
That made me take a quick look into the bib front shirt’s history.

According to what I have read, the bib shirts got their start in the 1800s as uniforms for firemen. They
were also used by soldiers and travelers. The large button bib gave an extra layer of protection from the
elements, and sometimes served as a large pocket holding pictures or tobacco pouches. It was also easier to
remove and wash the bib rather than the entire shirt.

Up until then, a shirt was considered underwear and it would have been indecent for a man to go out in
public without a vest or jacket worn over it. Shirts made their appearance as outer garments when firefighters,
looking for a practical but smart looking uniform, began making bright red shirts with the addition of a bib
front. The bib not only made the shirt more presentable in public, but it also helped them stay together under
strenuous activity and gave added protection from burning embers. The position of the buttons allowed the bib
to be torn off in a hurry if the need arose. The practical design of the bib front shirt made it popular during the

Buffalo Arms Company has at least three

j Dbib front shirts and the one I’'m telling you about

oegu s what | consider to be the best one, and it is the
® most comfortable to wear. This is the “brushed

s twill Longhorn bib Shirt and its fabric is much

g softer than some others I’ve tried.

Here’s what is said about this shirt on the
BACO web site; “The bib front shirt was a
# classic of the Old West and offered protection
S against wind and dust. Made by WahMaker,
| USA. This old-time bib pullover shirt is made of
100% cotton twill. The material is brushed for a
worn suede look and has a unique dye and
: finishing process to create a comfortable lived-in
appearance that will fade with time and wear.
The bib and cuffs have half-dome stamped star
silver-colored buttons. Colors: Black and Brown.
Sizes S-2XL and LT-2XLT. $79.89”

Actually, some of those words borrowed
from BACO were said about the other styles of
bib front shirts but all of the technical
information is correct. This is a pull-over shirt
% which | appreciate more than a standard button-
front shirt with a bib added on.

: And | notice in the catalog pictures, on the
BACO web site and in other places, how the bibs on some of those shirts look to be much larger than the bib on
my shirt. I’m just guessing that the bibs are basically all the same size and they’ll look to be larger when
modeled on a shirt of a smaller size. The shirt I’m wearing in the photo is a double extra-large tall size and I’'m
very pleased that it fits so well. Triple extra-large sizes are available on some of the shirts, you must check the
catalog before ordering.
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OPEN TOP 44 WITH NAVY GRIP |

By Mike Nesbitt

The ‘wants’
for a shorter-
barreled belt
gun sent me
out in search of
one of these ; 25
44s by Cimarron. | have no real complalnts
about the 7 %" and 8” barreled guns in .44
Colt that I have been using but just wanted a
shorter one. That led me to one of the 1872
Open Tops by Cimarron Fire Arms, in .44
Special chambering with a 5 %2” barrel and the
Navy grip. This gun is noticeably smaller than
my longer barreled guns with the Army grip so
I have tagged it as my “little .44.”

The Open Tops from 1872 have a colorful
background. They were designed by Colt’s

: : engineers, Richards and Mason. Those names

My “Little .44” is hiding in the holster from BACO. are usually linked with the conversion
revolvers from 1871 which were all chambered for the .44 Colt cartridges. While those conversion revolvers
might have used older parts from the percussion era, the 1872 Open Tops were made as new guns with newly
designed parts, a real stepping stone toward the Peacemaker which came out a year later.

There was very little variety in the Open Tops of 1872 it was made, as far as I’ve seen, only with the 7
%" barrel. And they were made ’
only for the .44 Henry rimfire
cartridge. To those of us who
like centerfire cartridges, that
seems like a step backwards but
it really wasn’t. At that time, the
.44 Henry was very popular,
much more popular than the .44
Colt, as shown by the sales of the
Model 1866 Winchester and
other guns made for the .44
Henry cartridge. The 1866
Winchester had topped over
125,000 guns at the end of 1874
while the *73 in .44/40 was just
getting started. The greatest
variant | have noticed in the old YL EE RS
guns was in the grip, early
versions were made with the
Navy grip (which is the same as
on the Colt SAA or Peacemaker) Here’s a better look at the 5 %" barreled sixgun
and some later guns were made with the larger Army grip as on the 1860s in .44 cap & ball.




How long the
Open Tops remained in
Colt’s production is
something | haven’t been
able to pin down. Some
references say they were
made only in 1872-73
while others say they were
made up to 1877.
Regardless of the exact
dates, we know that the
Open Tops were made in
rather few numbers and
total production is said to
be about 7,000 guns.

My tastes for
authenticity are satisfied
by assuming that the
barrel on the Cimarron
copy that I have was
shortened after leaving
“the Colt factory.” '
Cimarron, of course, Shooting from the bench to see where the gun likes to hit.
imports their version of the Open Tops with at least three barrel-lengths and they’ve had them made in several
calibers, such as for the .38 Special, the .44 Russian, .44 Colt, and .44 Special, plus the .45 Schofield and .45
Colt cartridges. | will say “Hurrah for Cimarron!” because they sent an original Colt Open Top back to Uberti
so the old gun could be copied very accurately In addition to the various barrel lengths and being made for

: centerfire cartridges, the copies from
Uberti have a hammer block safety.

Like I said, this little .44 was to be
used as a belt gun so one accessory that |
bought even before shooting the gun was
a holster made by Oklahoma Leather
which came from Buffalo Arms
Company. (www.buffaloarms.com)
What | picked was the Single Loop
Mexican style for the 5 %2” barrel which
was priced at just $30.49. That holster
was added to a cartridge belt that I’ve
have for several years and with that outfit,
I was ready to go.

The gun itself pleased me right
away, the trigger pull is very good and the
fit of the metal pieces and the grip could
not be criticized. And while it is a .44
Special, as it is marked on the bottom of
- the barrel just behind the ejector rod head,
- my intention is to use it with either .44
~~ Colt ammo or .44 Russian cartridges.

- Both of those shorter cartridges can be
used with excellent performance and those



http://www.buffaloarms.com/

cartridges also fit the era of the buffalo hunter that I enjoy representing.

Just how much this gun pleased me wasn’t realized until I shot it for the first time. That was done with a
target posted at just 30 feet and shooting the gun while sitting at a bench and holding the gun with both hands.
Many of these reproduction revolvers tend to shoot high and | wanted to know where this .44 would be sending
its bullets, so I held as steadily as | could right at the bottom of the bullseye, a 6 o’clock hold. To my delight,
that’s just where the bullet hit, at 6 o’clock right below the black. The other four shots in the cylinder were also
fired, making a rather nice group with three of the shots very close together.

That answered my first question very positively, to hit with this gun you had to hold dead on the target,
right where you wanted the bullet to go. (Just the way we like ‘em!) | really didn’t have further questions
about the gun but I did have some variance in the ammunition being used. Those first loads used 21 grains of
Schuetzen 3Fg powder under the 220-grain bullet from Accurate Molds’ #43-220NR, which has a small groove
around the bullet just for appearances to give it that “.44 Colt” look. (The old .44 Colt ammunition was outside
lubricated and had the exposed groove around the bullet to hold the lube.) Other loads tried used 21 grains of
Olde Eynsford 2F powder under the same bullet. The
Olde Eynsford powder load had obviously more punch
but the two loads seemed to hit about the same for both
elevation and accuracy. Both loads performed very well.
| figure 1’1l stay with the 21 grains of Schuetzen 3Fg
powder for my loads, shooting with them is very
comfortable.

Most of the old loads for the .44 Colt were listed
as being loaded with more powder than what | was using.
Powder charges up to 30 grains are shown in some of the
old books and on at least a few old cartridge boxes. The
1916 Winchester catalog shows the load in their
cartridges for the .44 Colt to be loaded with 23 grains of
black powder. Some years ago, Mike Venturino took an k
old .44 Colt cartridge apart to see what it actually held
and that was 21 grains of powder. Following that The lower cartridge is a handload, the upper an original
“authentic” example, some of us have been using 21 grains of Olde Eynsford 2F ever since and from an 8-inch
barrel that crosses the chronograph at 766 feet per second. This gun with its 5 %-inch barrel will generate just a
little less speed.

More shooting was done offhand but with the two-hand hold. My target from the “after-match”
shows all ten shots in the black with a score of 88 and this

kb was done with the loads using 21 grains of Schuetzen 3Fg
powder. With this target | was tied for 3rd place. We’ll
see how things go with more practice.

For now, I’ll simply say again how much this “little
.44 pleases me and how | expect to be using it with
certain regularity, perhaps including on the Black Powder
Revolver Match at Buffalo Camp. It fits the criteria for
that with excellence. And if you’d like to learn more
about this gun and its brothers, visit the Cimarron Fire
Arms web site at www.cimarron-firearms.com. Their
web site currently shows this model at out of stock but
Cimarron also has a list of dealers and some of them, we
must guess, should still have some of these revolvers new
and in the box. I’ll say they’re really worth having and
this one of mine will be shot a whole lot more.

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSO\
OFFICIAL 25 YD, SLOW BB
e

This is the target that scored 88. shooting offhand, 10 yards
“Fast is fine but accuracy is everything,” Wyatt Earp
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