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“CORKY”

By Mike Nesbitt

“Corky” is the first rifle that | had some real help with in deciding its name. Yes, my favorite rifles do
get named, at least most of them. For this rifle, Pat Dulin suggested “Corky” not only as the name of the rifle
but also a good nickname for me. | accepted that name, for both myself and for this rifle. I’ll certainly use the
name for the rifle while I still might be called other things. And Pat Dulin also got a new nickname too, now
he’s “Pop-gun Pat” and I’ll quickly tell you why.

The first time | got to shoot this rifle was on the firing line at Quigley, before the match
during the sighting-in days. Pat Dulin walked up with this .38-55 Highwall in his hands,
showing some interesting modifications he had made to the rifle.

It had not received a rear sight at that time but what it did have was a
of dowel sitting in the muzzle and that cork was tied to a string which
forearm screw. Yes, it was a .38-55 cork gun! And it was
primed case into the chamber and “popping” the cork out
gunner would want...

So, my first shots with that gun were
the cork out of the muzzle.
to the folks who were
such as whether | used the
pop-gun. Of course, I still
pop-gunning again. (Pat
with the cork and

One

cork on a short piece
was also tied to a modified
operated (fired!) by inserting a
of the barrel. Just what every pop-

taken while using the primed cases to “pop”
That was certainly interesting as well as entertaining
watching. | can’t remember very many details about that,
set trigger or not, but | certainly do recall shooting this rifle as a
have the cork on the string just in case the urge hits me to do some
did provide me with the regular forearm screw, so the modified screw
“ string are sitting on the bookcase.)
reason, or one of the reasons, why |
ordered Corky was because | wanted a
rifle with light recoil. (Maybe that was what
Pat had in mind with his pop-gun modifications...)
One way to reduce recoil is to increase the weight of
the rifle, so this .38-55 was ordered with a #5 weight

barrel, the heaviest barrel usually found on Highwall rifles.

The heavy weight barrel, of course, should help in holding the rifle
steady when being shot from the bench or over cross-sticks but that

we’ll have to guess at for now. With that barrel, plus the Deluxe Mid-
Range and Globe sights that were added, this rifle weighs a hefty 12 e ’
pounds, 2 ounces. Note the cork and string

The .38-55 is a noteworthy caliber or cartridge. Its reputation as a target cartridge is quite well known.
Likewise, the Winchester Highwall, and the more recent copies of that gun such as my new one from C. Sharps
Arms, also has a grand reputation. Also, the buttstock has a shotgun butt, which “transfers” recoil the softest,
along with a pistol grip which is a great aid for offhand shooting. The only other added-cost option on this rifle
is a single-set trigger.

What | wanted was a rifle that would be used in short-range shooting but might also be useful in mid-
range shooting which extends the target distance out to 600 yards. While I’ve shot this rifle only a few times so
far, | can report that it is treating me rather well. Its recoil is certainly on the light side when using full black
powder loads and | can shoot it with welcome comfort, with no shoulder pad or other protection. I’'m still
looking for the magic load that both the rifle and I will like. Yes, searching for that magic load is just part of the
fun and I’'m really enjoying the time spent getting to know this rifle.
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And because | am mostly interested in short-range shooting, why not do that with a duplication of the
old black powder .38-55 Short Range load? That could be easier to do than it sounds. For years Lyman had
their mold for the copy of the .38-55 Short Range load available and I have had one for years. The number on
my mold is #37583 and after the years following computerization, where all bullet molds had to have a six-digit
number, it might have been listed as 375083. That mold drops a two-groove b\ullet weighing 155 grains.

For at least a short while, Lyman advertised the ) - :
bullets from those molds as being a good conical slug for the
.36 Navy percussion revolvers. It is a bit heavier than the
typical 130-grain conical used in the old Colt Navy Model
but I guess it would work, perhaps with a reduction in the
powder charge so it could be seated deeply enough. Any
further comments | might have about using bullets from
37583 in a revolver would be simply guess-work because that
is one thing I never tried to do.

But using bullets from #37583 for short-range loads is
another story. That was primarily several years ago when |
had a Savage 99 in .38-55. And following that, | had one of
the Marlin Model 375 carbines that chambered the rather Lyman’s mold for #37583 and bullets
short-lived .375 Winchester, which would easily chamber .38-55 ammunition. Short range loads were used in
both of those rifles, at least limitedly, and for short range use, they worked just fine. The loads I used then were
fueled with smokeless powders, usually just 5 to 8 grains of Unique. With just that much powder, the short-
range loads would “sput” nicely and in addition to being as accurate as expected, they were a real ball to shoot.

The short- range loads for a number of other calibers were just as pleasing. And I’m only talking about
the calibers which had short range loads available in factory loaded ammo. Those tend to include all of the
cartridges available for the Model 1894 Winchester with the exception of the .32 Winchester Special. For some
reason, the .32 W.S. ammunition was never offered with a short-range loading. The .25-35 and the .30-30 both
had short range loads with lead bullets, as did the .32-40 and the .38-55.

Another cartridge that had short range loads, just to mention it while | can, was the .303 Savage. For
that caliber, the short-range loads were called the .303 Savage Miniatures. Factory loads for the Miniatures
were available with either lead or full metal jacketed bullets. | shot my share of both kinds and I also still have
the old molds to make the cast bullet version with handloads. One small victory for me was when | collected a
rabbit, which I believe was a Western Snowshoe Hare, with a short-range load in an old 1899 Savage saddle
ring carbine. All I have is a picture of that now, because a Savage collector talked me into selling the carbine.

Of course, the .45-70 had short-range loads too, at
last two difference versions. The heavier version of the
.45-70 short-range loads used a 230-grain bullet over a
20-grain charge of black powder. That was for taking
small game or any other shot where the full load would
have simply been too powerful to be practical. Then the
military, in some of the National Guard units, also used
the “collar button” load, which use a 145-grain bullet,
weighing about the same as a .457” round ball, over just
5 grains of loose black powder. With that very light load,
the troopers could shoot at indoor practice on days when
the weather was too brutal to go outside. The bullet got
its nickname, the collar button, from the huge and deep
lube groove.

Mold bullets and loads for the “collar button” When | tried the collar bullet, it was loaded over
just 7 % grains of Olde Eynsford 3F powder, a whopping 2 % grains more than what those troopers used. Even
so, the loads gave a very light report and that quiet “boom” was followed by a rather loud “snap” as the blunt




nosed bullets punched through the paper targets which were posted at 25 yards. Those shots were fired over a
chronograph which recorded the average velocity of 429 feet per second.

And while on the subject of the collar bullets, let me say that Lyman still lists this bullet mold, #457130.
For light or short-range loads in a .45-70, it is very good. Look for it on their web site at lymanproducts.com.

My shooting with the short-range loads in Corky was very good. The loading copied the old

Winchester factory loaded .38-55 short-range loading
which used the 155-grain lead bullets over just 20
grains of loose black powder. Shooting was done from
the bench, firing at a pistol target posted at just 25
yards.

Because Corky was not sighted-in already, |
had no real idea where the bullets would hit on the
target, so shooting began with a simple center hold on
the bullseye. Five shots hit very well in a good group,
high and slightly to the left, near the edge of the black.
That pleased me and another target was tried while
aiming at 6 o’clock at the bottom of the black. Group with 37583 at 25 yards
Those five shots had, of course, a much higher score but they also printed in a
wider group. 1I’m just guessing that my hold at
6 o’clock was not as consistent, using the
aperture front sight, as it was while holding
center. Even so, the shooting with those short- %
range loads was good enough to put some
meat in the pot, if they’d been shot at a rabbit
within the same distance.

Yes, that does give me ideas about
.38-55, short range on right  rabbit hunting... By the way, those short-range
loads were checked for speed and they flew from the muzzle at a whopping
average of 796 feet per second.

But back to heavier loads for the .38-55, | have a different tale to tell.
While | was experiencing problems in getting a good black powder, cast bullet
load to shoot, | decided to try a box of Barnes 255-grain jacketed soft pointsin  Short-range group with 6 o’clock hold
the Highwall. After all, the .38-55 proved to be a very capable cartridge with smokeless powder loads, often with
high velocity or “High Power” loadings. So, the box of Barnes 255-grain soft points was bought from BACO to try in
Corky.

- iy For a loading, | consulted my (about) 75-year-old Lyman
manual and looked for an amount of IMR #3031 to use. That

’, manual suggested 30 grains of powder for the recommended load,

shown for 1500 fps. My intention was to use a load closer to black

powder velocities so | dropped the powder charge down to 28.5

grains and loaded twenty of the bullets in new W-W cases.

The next morning, while we were still in hurricane alert in
this neck of the woods (which never affected us), | posted a standard
target at 100 yards and let fly with five rounds from the bench. All |
can say is "Wow!!" Those five bullets grouped very nicely in the
upper left of the target near the edge of the black. (That was almost
the very same place where my first five shots with the short-range

First 5 shots with jacketed bullets at 100 yards. loads had hit.) In fact, three shots were in the black with the other
two shots in the white, with a total spread, center to center, highest to lowest, of just 2 5/8ths inches.

That was grouping like | had expected from this heavy-barreled Highwall. Very good!




And the checked speed on those five shots was at an average of 1606 fps, faster than what | had guessed or
what the old Lyman manual had suggested. Maybe the added speed is somewhat influenced by the 30-inch barrel.
More jacketed/smokeless shooting will certainly be done. After all, 1 still have the remainder of that box to shoot up.
And | did load another five rounds, simply reloading the empties that were just fired, with 25 grains of #3031 to see if
those will come down to about 1300 fps.

The loads with the jacketed bullets seated over 25 grains of #3031 were a slight disappointment and I’m glad
that only five of them were loaded. The velocity of those loads averaged just under 1235 feet per second, slower than
what | had estimated, and they did not group as tightly. Too slow and too wide, we might say...

Another observation about the 25-grain loads, the bore was checked and it held more unburned powder than
what | had seen with the 28.5-grain loadings. This suggests that the 25-grain loading does not produce the heat and
pressures well enough to burn more of the powder. That’s just another reason not to use that powder at that powder
charge again.

So, it was back to the 28.5 grains of
#3031 for a little more shooting. This time the
sights were adjusted to bring the point of
impact down just a bit, only a minute of
adjustment was made, and to bring the
grouping closer to center. Another target was
posted at 100 yards and the shooting began.

My intention was to shoot another 5-
shot group but after just three shots, I quit. It
just seemed to me at the time how adding
more shots to the group would not improve it
atall. Asyou can see in the picture, those
three shots hit rather nicely at about 12 o’clock
in the targets nine ring. That’s the grouping |

& ' was asking for.

Three shots after sight adjustment at 100 yards. After shooting the jacketed/smokeless
loads, | will see about going back to cast bullets, I did buy the rifle with shooting cast bullets in mind. But | might try
some of those cast bullets, maybe even paper patched, with some smokeless powder charges for a while. Just
guessing.... 1 am wondering, and hoping, that the barrel will be somewnhat ‘broken-in’ with the shooting done while
using the jacketed bullets. Every barrel is an individual, I know, and I’m feeling that I’m finally on the right track as
far as finding this barrel’s secrets.

I’m already thinking about how to transition to cast bullet shooting and, eventually, black powder loads.
Trying some cast bullets with smokeless loads was just mentioned. Another step toward shooting with black powder
loads would be to try some duplex loadings. | used to shoot a lot with duplex loads although not in a .38-55, and
those should certainly be worth a good try. Maybe a short try, I’m hoping... To be fair with the smokeless and
perhaps the duplex loadings, | should try each of them with a variety of cast bullets, and some paper patched bullets
can easily be included. This means there is a wide field of loads yet to try.

Before | get to that, however, 1 still have the remainder of the box of Barnes 255-grain jacket bullets to use
and use them I certainly will. Those bullets might be tried with a smokeless powder other than #3031, I’ll have to see
what is on hand. Something slightly faster burning might prove to have advantages. That shooting probably won’t be
reported on because it will be done as stepping stones toward cast bullet and black powder loadings. At the same
time, I’m highly enjoying the shooting with the jacketed bullets which makes me look forward to going to the range
again with Corky. After all, that is quite arifle...

And | will admit that shooting these soft points at 1600 fps brings deer and black bear hunting to mind....

“A body of men holding themselves accountable to nobody ought not be trusted by anybody,” Thomas Paine



THE BLACK RIVER BUFFALO RUNNERS
QLD WEST CENTERFIRES

By Jerry Mayo

The 2024 Aggregate Winner is ...
Another installment of the Old West Centerfires (OWC) black
powder cartridge yearly aggregate comes to a close. And for the last
match of this season, we had fourteen of our Black River Buffalo Runners

for the past 10 months. We had the fire barrel going for the first time this &= --
year and notwithstanding the chill in the air, we could not have asked for a better atmosphere to finish
out the season. This year was full of changes to improve the operation of our event and | believe to
that end, we were successful. We’ll continue to look for more ways to improve OWC matches in the
coming year.

For this match we had two shooters needing to submit scores from targets fired on a day
previous to the match. The targets were shot in the presence of approved witnesses. Scores were
verified prior to leaving the range and maintained by the Match Director until the day of the shoot.
Thanks go out to all who helped make this match run smoothly. From Bob DeLisle and Tom Witt
handling scoring duties, Curt Lokovsek providing firewood Tom Witt and Mike Moran calling relays
and Mike Nesbitt running the prize table to every one of our Black River Buffalo Runners that, once
again, participated safely and responsibly throughout the year to achieve an incident free season.

The course of fire on this day was our standard aggregate setup which consists of ten shots at
100 yards at a single-bullseye target, ten more shots at a 200 yards single bullseye target. The targets
may be shot in any order the shooter chooses. Cartridges must be loaded with black powder and lead
cast bullets. Shooting is done from the seated position with cross sticks. So, let us take a look at how
our Buffalo Runners faired in today’s match and how that affected the final outcome of the aggregate
results.

~ Our top shooter for the day
was Allen Cunniff. Allen was
- shooting a C. Sharps Arns .40/65 and
- posted a dandy score of 192-5X out
of the possible 200 points. He was
our top scorer at both distances. Our
number two shooter was Ken
Kurfurst with a 188-3X. Ken was
shooting a loud booming .45/90
 Sharps Borchardt. In third place was
-~ Jerry Johnson who scored 184-6X
= shooting a Shiloh Sharps in .45/70.

. Curt Lokovsek took fourth place with
~% his 1874 Shiloh Sharps chambered
3% in.45/90. Curtscored a 180-2X. And

4 rounding out the top five is Bob
. : - Delisle. With his Pedersoli Sharps in
Mike Moran, on target with his .50-70 Sharps .45/70, Bob posted a 179-2X.




“Loco Jeff ” Ritter was our sixth-place shooter. “Loco” shot a 178-4X using a Shiloh ‘74
Sharps in .40/65. “Doc” Jeff Ritter shot a 171 to take seventh place Wlth his .45/90 Remlngton
Rolling Block. Eighth place goes to z
Phil Wiebe using an 1877 C. Sharps
Arms in .40/65 caliber, posting a
165-1X. Then Mike Holeman
posted a 165, using his Model 1874
by C. Sharps Arms in .45/70 to take
ninth place. In tenth place was Tom
Witt with an 1874 Hartford Model
by C. Sharps Arms in .50/70,
posting a 149-X. Just one X behind,
Mike Nesbitt scored a 149 using his
Model 1874 by C. Sharps Arms in
.50/70 caliber to land in eleventh
place. Mike Moran shot a 139 to
come in twelfth place, using another
1874 Hartford by C. Sharps Arms in
.50/70. And one more point behind
Mike, to take thirteenth place, was A
me, Jerry Mayo. | shot a 138 using Jerry Mayo behind his rolling block in .50-70 caliber
my Remington Rolling Block in .50/70 caliber. Then in fourteenth place was Mark Davis. Mark
scored 95 using an 1874 Shiloh Sharps chambered in .45/70.
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Here's the Buffalo Runners with Ken Kurfurst, our year’s aggregate winner, standing at the far right
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That was the basic rundown of our shooting and we often think that our matches are
concluded too quickly, simply because we do have a good time so it’s is easy to enjoy the shooting.
Now for a listing of shooters and scores, please continue to read more on the next page.



Scores for this Match

Name Rifle/Cartridge 100 vd. 200 yds. Total
1%t Allen Cunniff C. Sharps Arms. 40/65 96-2X 96-3X 192-5X
2" Ken Kerfurst Sharps Borchardt .45/90 96-X 92-2X 188-3X
34 Jerry Johnson 74 Shiloh .45/70 91-2X 93-4X 184-6X
4" Curt Lokovsek 74 Shiloh .45/90 92-X 88-X 180-2X
5t Bob DelLisle 1874 Pedersoli .45/70 90-X 89-X 179-2X
6™" “Loco” Jeff Ritter Shiloh ‘74 .40/65 88-2X 90-2X 178-4X
7t Jeff “Doc” Ritter Rem Rolling Block .45/90 87 84 171

8" Phil Wiebe 77 C. Sharps Arms .40/65 80-X 85 165-X
9t Mike Holeman 74 C. Sharps Arms .45/70 88 77 165
101" Tom Witt 74 C. Sharps Arms .50/70 74-X 75 149-1
11" Mike Nesbitt 74 C. Sharps Arms .50/70 76 73 149
12" Mike Moran 74 C. Sharps Arms .50/70 68-X 71 139-X
13™ Jerry Mayo 74 Rem Rolling Block .50/70 76 62 138
14" Mark Davis *74 Shiloh .45/70 66-X 29 95-X

It might be of interest to point out that prizes are awarded to all shooters for the match noted above.
Those prizes might include goods for shooting, such as lead, or maybe just awards such as hat pins,
bandanas, or even meat prizes like bacon or sausages. Then, after those were awarded, we went through the
list of aggregate scores and awarded more and better prizes. It is certainly worthwhile for our shooters to
attend the last match of the season because we did have some very worthy prizes.

Our list of donors for those prizes includes; C. Sharps Arms, Schuetzen Powder, Wolfe Publishing
Company (The Black Powder Cartridge News), Single Shot Exchange, Accurate Molds, Tommymaker,
Mike Nesbitt, Ironhorse Industries (Snake Oil), Bob DeL.isle, Dan Johnson, Allen Cunniff, and Will Ulry.
The individuals mentioned usually make excellent handmade items which are very useful in our sport and
our appreciation for those things must not go un-noticed. And if anyone has been left out, please accept our
sincere apologies because we certainly have no intention of forgetting anyone.

After pulling the best five of six aggregate matches of the season, we come to the moment
we’ve been waiting for... and for the second consecutive year, congratulations go to KEN
KURFURST! Ken is our 2024 Old West Centerfires Aggregate winner with a best five match total of
964-25X. And that is out of the 1,000 points possible. Very well done, Ken!

All OWC aggregate scores for the year are as follows: The number is parenthesis is the number
of matches the individual fired for score, up to 5.

2024 Aggregate Results

1" Ken Kurfurst (5) 964-25X 11" Tom Witt (5) 764-4X
2nd Allen Cunniff (5)  927-17X 12t Phil Wiebe (5)  753-4X
37 Curt Lokovsek (5) 920-15X 13"Jerry Mayo (5) 715-3X
4™ Jerry Johnson (5) 897-12X 14™ Mark Davis (5) 712-3X
5t Bob DeLisle (5)  888-09X 15t “Doc” Ritter (4)  618-2X
6" Mike Holeman (5) 871-07X 16" Cody Mehr ) 328

7t Mike Moran (5)  847-11X 17 Jim Haeckel (3) 328

8th “Loco” Jeff Ritter  (5) 846-13X 18" Dan Johnson (3) 309

9th Mike Nesbitt (5)  831-11X 19 Will Ulry 1) 95
10t Dick Elliot @)  769-26X

Just a reminder, the scoring table above does not include specialty events held throughout the
year and totals show the aggregate matches shot, up to a total of five. The number in parentheses
indicates number of matches counted toward aggregate score shown.

While that concluded our Old West Centerfires match for the day as well as for the season, we
still had more shooting to do. Just to offer a little more shooting, we generally hold an after-match, so
named because it comes after the aggregate shooting is done.

We really try to put some variety into our after-matches. Sometimes we simply continue



shooting with our buffalo guns, perhaps shooting at gongs similar to those found at the Matthew
Quigley Buffalo Rifle Match, but small and at closer distances. Or we might try a 50-yard match with
our lever action rifles, most often in .44-40 caliber, or even a .22 rifle match also at 50 yards.

The after-matches are certainly decided on prior to the Old West Centerfires Matches, so
shooters are well advised on what guns they need to bring. 1I’m trying to explain this in detail just in
case other clubs find the idea inviting and they can try some after-matches of their own.

For the after-match following this shoot, the guns used were our revolvers firing black
powder cartridges. We had a good list of shooters too, using quite a good list of six-guns. Mike
Moran and Bob DeL.isle both shot using Colt .45s which boomed very loudly to announce their

presence. Tom Witt did his shooting .
with a copy of a Colt Richards-Mason
conversion in .44 Colt caliber and he
turned in an impressive target with a
score of 99-5X. | was using an Uberti
copy of a Smith & Wesson Russian
model, shooting .44 Russian cartridges.
At least one .38 (Long Colt, | believe)
was on the firing line and Jerry Johnson
shot the after-match with his copy of a
Colt 1851 Navy model cap and ball in
.36 caliber.

Jerry has used that .36 Navy very |
well and he has won a couple of the
after-matches with it. And, like the
photo to the right shows, the air at the
pistol range can quickly fill with black
powder gunsmoke when we do our Six-
gun shooting.

The after-match which followed

S ————

this shoot was shot with our Black Powder
cartridge revolvers again. We had eight
shooters take the line at the pistol range for
ten shots each, fired offhand but usually
with a two-hand hold, at our usual target
for this event, posted at just 30 feet. The
target was a bullseye with the largest
scoring ring at eleven inches and the black
at five-and-one-half inches with a one-and-
three-quarter inch X-ring. Only single
action revolvers using black powder loads
with lead cast bullets were used.

When all was said and done and the
smoke began clear, with an impressive
score of 99-7X, Mike Nesbitt took the
purse. Mike was shooting his Uberti copy
of the New Model No. 3 Smith & Wesson
Frontier in .44 Special caliber, using
ammunition loaded in .44 Russian cases.

Shooting with six-guns is a fine

after match to follow a rifle match, and it is probably our most popular way to conclude the day.






George Stratton — Scotsman,
Buffalo Hunter and Trapper

By Leo J. Remiger

James and Magdalen (Yule) Stratton gave birth to George Stratton in 1839. James died in Scotland at the age of
eighty-four and Magdalen died at the age of ninety-six. George spent the first seventeen years of his life in
Scotland. He decided his fortune awaited him in America and after paying his passage he borrowed five additional
dollars and with that sum arrived in the new world, locating first in Pennsylvania.

After farming for two years he relocated to Ottumwa, lowa where he was employed by a railroad contractor to
deliver supplies to various railroad camps. In 1861 when the Civil War began, his employment was suspended
and he enlisted in the Sixth Missouri Infantry, the ranks of lowa regiments at that time were fully manned.

He served under General Giles A. Smith and Morgan L. Smith and was appointed sergeant. He retained that rank
until his enlistment expired. He participated in the battles of Shiloh, Corinth and the siege of Vicksburg, and also
marched across the country to Chattanooga with twelve or more corps, forming a line sixteen miles long. Many
hardships were experienced during his tour of duty. He remarked that after the battle of Chattanooga and while
on the march to Knoxville, the shoes of the men were worn out and they would tear pieces from their coat tails
and bind up their torn and bleeding feet. That winter they were quartered in the vicinity of Larkinsville, Alabama,
and later took part in the battles of Kenesaw Mountain, Marietta and many other engagements. At the close of
the war, in company with David Mortimore, a fellow soldier, Stratton returned to St. Louis, where they received
their pay.

Their term of service over, they proceeded by boat from St. Louis to St. Joseph, Missouri. At St. Joseph they
purchased two horses, a few camp supplies and started for Kansas in the autumn. After searching for Solomon
City for some time, they saw smoke rising from a dug-out’s chimney. They learned from the occupant, Mr.
Whitney, they there were now at the town site of Solomon City. Stratton and Mortimore followed the Solomon
River up to the present-day location of Lindsay and in that vicinity made a dug out for themselves and a second
one for their horses. They wintered their horses on prairie hay and cottonwood bark from the boughs of the local
trees.

With other local settlers they went out for a supply of buffalo meat. They secured an old wagon and a yoke of
oxen. When the tires on the wagon gave out, they took a raw-hide of a buffalo and wrapped the wheels, the hide
drying and thus holding the tire in place.

The following spring, Stratton and a man named Wright obtained the rear wheels of a wagon and used them to
form the foundation for a cart. With their new cart, two oxen, blankets, traps, and fifty pounds of corn-meal, they
started out on a trapping expedition. They headed for the Saline River.

When one of the oxen died Stratton manufactured a single harness and stuffed the collar with prairie grass and
thus drove on home with the single ox and cart loaded with hides. They were gone six weeks and their hunt netted
the partners sixty dollars each.

In the winter of 1865 Stratton drove mules for the government and experienced the usual hardships. Flour at that
time sold for ten dollars a hundred weight, other supplies were proportionately high.



Stratton was in the Mortimore Creek Indian raid, and he and two companions were attacked by eight braves,
armed with bows, arrows and guns. The men drove the band back and they started for a cabin which they intended
to serve as a fort if there was a second attack. Just as they were approaching the house, the Indians made their
second attack shooting wildly. The men took their horses into the cabin, returned fire, succeeded in killing one
Indian and driving the others away.

Soon afterward another man came driving across the prairie, standing in his wagon and managing his team with
one hand while using a revolver with the other. His wife lay in the bed of the wagon to escape the wild shooting
of the Indians who were pursuing them. The man afterward died from an arrow wound. They found the son’s
body some time afterward by a creek where the wounded boy had crawled to get a drink.

Stratton had taken a claim and in partnership with Mortimore began raising stock. Stratton kept his original claim
and kept adding to it until he had twelve hundred acres of land, well improved with buildings, windmills, and
modern equipments, the place became known as the Riverside Farm.

In 1871 he erected a residence, which was the first good house in Garfield township. In the fall of 1891, after ten
years in the milling business in Minneapolis, he traded part of his land for the Delphos Flouring Mills, which he
operated until 1893, when the mill was destroyed by fire. He sold the water power to the Chapin Brothers and
moved to Minneapolis where he bought a fine residence. In 1902 he was still living at the residence in
Minneapolis, owned considerable real estate in the city and an additional ninety acres of land near Minneapolis
where he raised hogs.

In 1874 Stratton returned to Scotland and married Jessie Young, with whom they had six children: Annie, Jessie,
Oswald, Lillie, Vivian and Bertha. Stratton’s wife Jessie Young Stratton died in September 1893 at Delphos.
The following year Stratton married Mrs. Alice White, widow of Charles White by whom she had one child.

Stratton was certainly a self-made man, with a borrowed cash capital of five dollars he began life in the new world
by taking advantages of the natural opportunities of the land he won a comfortable home, and was accounted one
of the substantial citizens of Ottawa county.

A Biographical History of Central Kansas, Volume 11, The Lewis Publishing Company, New Y ork/Chicago, 1902,
pp. 1161-1163

“With malice toward none, with charity for all...let us bind up the wounds of this nation.”
Abraham Lincoln, from his 2nd Inaugural Address, 1865



probucTrReview: ACCURATE BULLET MOLDS

By Allen Cunniff

For those who cast their own bullets, procuring molds can be challenging. Bullet mold production has
been impacted by the supply issues and diminishing sources as several manufacturers ceased production in
recent years. Custom makers are often months behind in filling orders due to demand, and finding the more
popular designs in used molds has become a competitive pursuit where only a lucky few who prowl websites
succeed.

For the past several years my trusted source of premier quality molds has been Accurate Molds of
Centerville, Utah (https://accuratemolds.com). Accurate Molds manufactures CNC bored molds and mold
component parts (for those who wish to bore their own molds). They have an extensive catalog of bullet designs
and also produce molds to customer specifications. Molds are offered in aluminum, iron, and brass, with carbon
steel sprue plates and hardware and are made to fit the Lee 6-cavity handles, as well as RCBS handles. While |
have had to make minor modifications to some RCBS handles due to variations in their (RCBS) manufacture,
this amounted to drilling out a screw hole to slightly larger diameter. While each material used in Accurate
Molds has its strengths and weaknesses when it comes to casting bullets, I have been most satisfied with the
aluminum blocks for my molds. These are not your father’s aluminum casting blocks. In general, | have not
been impressed with the quality or durability of many inexpensive aluminum molds from cut-rate
manufacturers, but the quality of the Accurate Mold aluminum blocks is exceptional. Not only are they
manufactured precisely, they show outstanding durability over years of use. While the Accurate website
claims .002” tolerance, my molds drop bullets exactly per specification. I don’t guarantee the same results, but
my experience indicates highest standards of manufacture. On my most recent purchase, the 338-grain bullet
mold dropped the first 20-1 alloy test bullet at 338.4 grains. Pretty darned close, | must say.

One of the major advantages for
purchasers of Accurate Molds is their option of
producing gang molds. With the gang mold, the
user is able to cast multiple bullets of the same or
different designs at the same time. One of my
most functional molds is that used for casting
bullets for my 44-40 pistols and rifle (Accurate
43-205C). Using this mold, I am able to cast 3
bullets simultaneously, each an exact duplicate of
the other. Saves me a tremendous amount of time
when prepping for our monthly club matches.
Should you so desire, gang molds can be ordered
with different bullet designs in the same block.
Speaking of websites (which | haven’t), the
Accurate Molds website is very user friendly
containing comprehensive steps for the buyers
Accurate’s triple cavity mold for #43-205C, for the .44-40 to order from existing designs in the catalog or
provide specifications for user designs. Catalog designs can be tweaked by the user as well in order to utilize
popular bullets in your “unique” rifle. Once new users get their head wrapped around the sheer volume of bullet
choices in the catalog, the ordering process itself is very simple. At the same time, it is flexible enough to allow
user customization without requiring back and forth emails or telephone calls. As far as the current turnaround
time, the Accurate Molds website currently shows 6 weeks, but my experience has typically shown a shorter
turnaround (your mileage may vary).

My most recent purchase of an aluminum Accurate Mold (Accurate 38-338N) was $99 shipped, which is
an excellent value. Additional charges may be accrued due to block material or nominal fee for gang mold
production.




“The fact that government would even consider repealing the 2" Amendment is the very
reason for which it was written,” William DeBurgh



OUTSTANDING PRODUCTS by Mike Nesbitt
ACCURATE MOLDS’ #44-410P

Having this review of an Accurate Molds’ bullet mold, following Allen
Cunniff’s general review of the products from Accurate Molds is simply a
coincidence. Even so, very outstanding...

This review or report might be slightly premature because a top load has not yet
been determined. However, I’ve wanted a dual-diameter bullet for the .44-77 for
quite a while. To top that off, after | took an original UMC .44-77 cartridge apart to
see what the “old guys” put in them for components, 1’ve wanted a bullet for the
A44-77 that was .438” in diameter at the base. This bullet satisfies both of those
“wants.”

In addition to the features of having a dual-diameter and measuring .438” at the
base, this bullet has a compound-radii, first at R3 but then going to R.25 (see the
drawing) before going toward the nose, so it looks quite a bit like the old bullets
which were cast in the Sharps bullet molds. In fact, the 0.2” flat point of the bullet,
called the “meplat” by some folks, makes this bullet look like it is a nose pour style.

Courtesy of Accurate Molds With that in mind, | contacted Tom Ellis, the top man at Accurate Molds, and
asked if he could make the mold as a nose pour. He replied rather quickly that he does not have the capability,
equipment wise, to make nose pour bullet molds. That shouldn’t be any big deal although I might prefer a nose
pour bullet for the .44-77 Sharps mainly based on authenticity. Anyway, we’ll be
pleased to stay with these base pour bullets.
The 410-grain weight of this bullet is not as heavy as some shooters will
prefer, especially for long range shooting. That’s understandable but what | was
looking for was a bullet to copy the old sporting loads which used a 405-grain
paper patched bullet. Yes, the .44-77 began life shooting a 380-grain paper
patched bullet over seventy grains of powder. As life for this cartridge went on,
Sharps raised the powder charge to 75 grains and increased the bullet weight by
25 grains to 405. It was the UMC loading which used 77 grains of powder, just
like they used in the .43 Spanish, which gave the .44-77 its memorable and catchy
nickname. And this 410-grain bullet is certainly in the ballpark weight-wise for
what | wanted.
. These bullets

get patched with two-wraps of paper, from Buffalo Arms,
and then loaded over 75 grains of powder.
Previously I had been using some of the
leftover “Cartridge” powder by GOEX but Courtesy of Accurate Molds
chronograph results have told me that powder is just a bit on the slow side
for the .44-77 and I’ll be changing to Olde Eynsford 2F for some good tries.
I’m looking for a good shooting load, of course, and | expect that load to
have a velocity in the neighborhood of 1350 feet per second. That would
make a good load for hunting and with this bullet it should be easy to do.
The mold I selected is made with machined aluminum blocks which
get attached to RCBS mold handles. Accurate offers molds made from steel,
Mold with patched #44-410P bullets  brass, or aluminum and the aluminum works just fine for me. A single
cavity mold with aluminum blocks is now priced at $91 plus shipping. Double cavity molds, or with more
cavities, are available. More information about this mold or the entire Accurate Molds’ line plus ordering
instructions are found on their web site at https://www.accuratemolds.com.
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REDMAN MOCCASINS

While looking for
some new moccasins, |
quite accidentally
stumbled on to the Etsy
page on the internet for
Redman Moccasins and
I’m certainly glad that to
make such a find. Fora
while, 1 just looked at the
various styles and enjoyed
my visit to the Redman
Moccasins web site like a
kid in a candy store. In
general, | found the
Redman Moccasins to be
quite tempting and my
final selection, for the
moc’s shown here, was
made after considerations
for the design, the buffalo
hide material, and the

Redman Moccasins, ready for the trail price.

I wanted those moc’s to wear, perhaps at relaxing times, at Buffalo Camp and at Quigley. There are also
some good muzzleloading events that | still participate in where moccasins, or “period foot wear,” are suggested
and these moc’s from Redman will certainly meet that request. Good primitive-style moc’s.

For wear, these have a double sole with the “second sole” added to the inside of the moc’s instead of
added to the outside. Redman does offer some other styles with the double sole added outward.

Because Redman offers so many different moccasins, my comments here will be kept in a very general
sense or specifically slanted toward the moc’s that | bought. And I will say that mine fit me very well, I’'m
certainly pleased with the moc’s that | received. The part that really caught my eye was this caption beneath
the picture of some good lookin’ moc’s, “Buffalo hide moccasins with a buffalo insole. Custom order any
size men's or women's.”

One statement from the web site says, “All of my work is hand cut and hand stitched by me alone. (I use
no machines.) Right now, all orders for moccasins will be made from Black Buffalo.” In another statement,
this information was given, “I made my first pair of Moccasins when | was 19 or 20 years old just to see if |
could. | continued to make them on the side until I was 25. Then | went full time calling myself Redman
Moccasins. The thread | use is called artificial sinew which is nylon with beeswax coating. All of my work is
hand-cut and hand-stitched by me alone.”

The prices for Redman Moccasins range from $82 up to $358 (and those are fancy!). To find Redman
Moccasins, simple google them on the internet and that will lead you to Etsy and to the Redman Moccasins
web site. There, if you are like me, you’ll spend several minutes just admiring the various styles. Then, once
you have made your selection, place the order and your moc’s will be made. Redman does not usually carry
or have moc’s already made for rapid delivery. When my order was place, | was given an estimate of when
they’d be delivered and that estimate was kept rather well. Also, | was informed when the moccasins were
sent so | could anticipate receiving them more closely. Very good to deal with, I certain recommend moc’s
from Redman. The price | paid was $90 plus the shipping. Once again, look for them on Etsy.




By Tom Witt

At the Capitol City Rifle and Pistol Club, near Olympia, Washington,
we enjoy holding our Lever-Gun matches on the club’s black powder range.
These are black powder matches but done with lever action repeaters, with
the rifles being shot either from the offhand position or from the sitting ; _
position while using cross-sticks. We can say that these Lever-gun matches 2 .
were a spin-off of the Old West Centerfire matches as well as the “Camp | R \
Gun” event from our annual Buffalo Camp. ‘&n R .

These Lever-gun matches generally include a course of fire that needs 30 rounds to complete. That
doesn’t take very much time, we usually start our shooting at 9:30 on a weekend morning and we’re almost
always finished by noon. Then we award the prizes, usually shooting goods or something appropriate, and
following that we all head to lunch at the local saloon. It’s simply a lot of fun, more fun than muzzleloading.

And on this day, we had range guests! (But no pictures of them.)

Our November Lever-gun shoot was held Saturday the 9"". We met at the Bob Gietz Black Powder
Range at 9:00am. (Remember Bob Gietz? He used to write the Old West Centerfires column.) Shooting
started at 9:30am; weather was cooperative with the rain holding off until we were mostly finished.

Again, we started with 12 shooters, ten rounds at each target, 30 rounds total. The first target was a
three-animal plus one “sighter bullseye” target at 25 yards, shot offhand. | was happy with my score of 59-X.
Bob Delisle tied my score, with Jerry Mayo and Jerry Johnson following close behind with 58-X and 58,
respectively. And I’ll even mention Mike Nesbitt, just because he was our high scoring shooter at 64 points,
with his 30-inch barreled *73 in .44-40, on this target.

Nesbitt’s 1873 by Cimarron in .44-40 with the 30-inch barrel

Mike tells me that his favorite loading for that .44-40 uses 35 grains of Olde Eynsford 3F powder under
a 205-grain bullet cast from Accurate Molds’” #43-205C, with ignition provided by a large pistol magnum
primer. That gives the bullet a speed of about 1350 feet per second out of the 30-inch barrel, 50 fps faster than
the old advertised velocity with 40 grains of powder.

Our second target was our favorite double-bullseye buffalo, posted at 50 yards. In addition to shooting
from the sitting position while using cross-sticks, we were to shoot 5 shots on each bullseye. Bob Delisle shot
his .32-20, getting an impressive 90-XX with Jerry Mayo shooting an 88-XX. Jerry Johnson, with another 30-
inch barreled *73 in .44-40, put 5 shots in each bullseye this time and was able to also score 84-XX!

Then Jerry Johnson showed us all how it was supposed to be done by getting the high score on our third
rifle target. That was the single-bullseye buffalo target posted at 75 yards, also shot from the sitting position
while using cross-sticks. Jerry claimed his bragging rights for this target by getting a score of 91. Mike Nesbitt
made a good try, stepping up with a score of 87-XX, claiming his only Xs for the day. Bob Delisle wasn’t
going to be left out, shooting his very accurate .32-20 Winchester, with a good score of 85-X.

The real contest for the day was between Bob DeL.isle and Jerry Johnson. They were only one point
apart after shooting the first target, then they traded the lead back and forth on the next two targets. As it turned
out, Bob DeL.isle beat Jerry’s fine shooting and score by just one point. Bob also had a couple of Xs to his
credit just in case they were needed.



Earlier I mentioned that we had visitors on the range. Jerry Nelson, from Montana, expressed some
interest in finding out what all the fuss was about, so Mike Nesbitt invited him to come check out the spectacle
for himself. Not only did Jerry show up but he jumped right in and helped with the after match by running the
clay thrower! Hopefully we will be seeing more of Jerry and he is signed up to attend a New Member
Orientation.

In addition to Jerry, we also had a short visit from our resident blacktail doe and one of her yearlings.
She wasn’t as helpful with the match, causing us to cease fire twice during the match. Deer and other wildlife,
of course, have priority on the range. After all, it’s their home. So, we gladly call a cease-fire when they drop
by to pay their respects to our shooters.

Our after-match was done with shotguns, shooting black
powder loads. Six of us brought our double-barreled
blasters out and did our best to hit 10 flying clay pigeons.

We were shooting 12gauge, 16gauge and .410
shotguns loaded with black powder loads with lead bird
shot. | managed to rise victorious, using my double-
barreled 16 gauge, on what might be called the “come-
back trail” by hitting 7 out of 10 clays. 1’d call that a
good come-back because at my last try I hit none at all.
Bob DeL.isle nearly tied me with six hits.

Let me offer my greatest thanks to Jerry Nelson
and the rest of the gang that helped with set up and
scoring. Also, thanks to the Black River Buffalo
Runners for donations and Mike Nesbitt for helping with :
the prizes. _— S

And, beginning with the January Lever-Gun Match, we will start a yearly aggregate like the one we
have for the Old West Centerfires Matches, where at the conclusion of the year’s shooting, most likely the
match we expect to hold in December, 2025, we’ll award prizes for that match plus additional awards for the
aggregate. Final details have not been discussed but we can expect that the aggregate score will be based on the
totals of the scores from all of the year’s Lever-Gun Matches minus one match score. That is done so shooters
can miss a match without suffering the loss of points. It also means shooters who do shoot in all of the matches
have the opportunity to throw out their lowest score. With these changes, we hope to encourage and attract a
few more shooters.

Shooter 25 Yards | 50 Yards | 75 Yards | Total | After Match
Bob Delisle - .32-20 59-X 90-XX 85-X | 234-4X 6
Jerry Johnson - .44-40 58 84-XX 91 233-XX -
Mike Nesbitt - .44-40 64 77 87-XX | 228-XX 3
Jerry Mayo - .44-40 58-X 88-XX 80 226-3X 4
Tom Witt - .44-40 59-X 73 62 194-X 7
Mike Holeman - .44-40 19 68 60 147 2
Dan Johnson - .44-40 29 47 43 119 1
Doc Ritter - .45 Colt 15 45 54 114 -
Wes Davis - .45 Colt 49 49 7 105 -
Larry “Overload” Litten -.44-40 35 42 15 92 -
Loco Ritter - .38-40 5 56 15 76 -
Ralph Birmingham - .44-40 23 9 0 32 -
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