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Wind Chill Wellington

The early arrivers had settled in at the
club house on Friday afternoon, and the
weather was initially kind. With several
regular attendees having other commit-
ments we welcomed 11 shooters and 1
supporter for the weekend.

While we waited for the sun to rise high
enough on Saturday, we again held a tar-
get working bee and did some repairs.
Mark produced a long range target in
readiness for the newly completed long
range mounds. This would be the first
time we had put bullet to paper at 900
yards since May 2024. Con also kindly
donated a quantity of black corflute suit-
able for aiming marks. Thanks gents.

The wind also arrived to spend the week-
end. It was initially breezy but escalated
to blustery and cold. Three times the
target frame snapped and had to be re-
paired and the awning on Dan’s tent was
torn off in a gust also.

We started at 300 yards with 3 converti-
ble sighters and 10 for score. Gavin sur-
prised everyone by using the same load
for all his shots. Brad was trying to do
the same but only had 10 of this particu-
lar load, so opted for no sighters. Brad &
Kellie were last minute due to work. Dan
had pulled out the muzzleloader as he

had managed to cast but not reload be-
tween trips to Sydney. Paul had ven-
tured south from the warmth of the Far
North Coast with some “vintage” loads
and Shayne was all loaded up after his
trip to WA had been called off and re-
scheduled to June.

Now we all know that the 300 yard target
seems close but is a tricky animal. Con
hit a V on his 3 sighter so was off to a
good start. Paul broke the rule and hit
the V on his first shot. Mark topped the
distance on 40.1 but it was Keith with a
cracking dead centre V shot that was fol-
lowed up next shot by Paul hitting the
marker.

Keith nearest the pin, Paul nearest the marker

10 V bulls were scored at this distance.
Nice work.

Again, we were too early for lunch and
too late for another distance on an empty
stomach. Lunch it was. With daylight
saving having ended the previous week-
end, we weren’t sure what the light con-
ditions would be later, so we had lunch
then moved to the 600y and the buffalo
target.

Now it was colder and windier with a mi-
rage that couldn’t stay still. The buffalo
looked so easy in the spotting scope but



was proving to be a bit elusive with many
using all their sighters to get on. Shayne
and Ken B both started with a 5, being a
‘heart’ hit. Body shots scored 3 and out-
side the silhouette was a miss on our
steel replica target. Brad channelled
Gavin and used 3 different loads this
round and despite the conditions nearly
everyone hit the heart. There was a cou-
ple of eyeball shots and even a tail tip.

Some pin marks on the spotting board

The afternoon was getting colder, and we
opted to finish up and do some more tar-
get work, Nationals planning and relax-
ing over creamy blue cheese and biscuits
with your choice of a hot or cold bever-
age.

By sundown it was very cold. Lindsay
and Dawn visited, and we discussed vari-
ous aspects of the range and how we can
run the Nationals. Eventually the cold
became too cold, and everyone turned in
for the night.

Sunday dawned with a slight frost visible
on the cars but was quickly blown away
by the wind. The smell of bacon and cof-
fee was warming, and the vote was to
move to the 900y and christen the new
mound. Lindsay has done a fantastic
job, and we can’t thank him enough.

08:55 saw Detail 1 on the line and on
cue the wind increased and became
colder. Con opted to head home, he was

trying not to share his cold and sitting in
the wind wasn’t going to help.

Gavin praying to the God of Mixed Loads

As excited as we were for 900y, the long
range target looked rather small. Ken B
started with a cracking 5 and 5, so kept
all his sighters. Thank you, Mr Swiss.
Gavin hit consecutive Vs with 1 load be-
fore switching to another. Mark retired,
he was feeling the cold. Kellie had a new
LR sight she hadn’t had the chance to
use before so worked through to get
some good settings. Brad and Shayne
had to contend with a snapped frame
while on pit duty. The LR target was
catching a lot of wind. S5 convertible
sighters and 15 for score kept us busy.
Lindsay came to watch for a while before
going back to the relative warmth of his
workshop. The wind chill was brisk.

We only saw one of the Wedgetail Eagles
today and no sign of the fox from last
month. Even the cows stayed tucked up
under trees.

Great shooting everyone and remember
to pack more warm clothes next time.

there is a target out there
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Results

Name |300y |[600y |900y Total Place
Sat Sat Sun

3/10|3/10(5/15

Gavin |37 |33 [43.2 |113.2|2nd

KenB 125 |22 |42 89

Keith  122.1 |9 23 54.1

Paul 133.2 |27 |26 86.2

Con 129.2 |9 dns |38.2

Kellie |12 17 |26 55

Dan 1391 |22 |33.1 |94.2 |3rd
M/L

Shayne|35.1 |36 |45.1 [116.2|1st

Mark 140.1|17 |7 ret [64.1

JmB 1241 |25 |39 88.1

Brad  130.1 |21 32 83.1

3 convertible sighters 10 for score MR

5 convertible sighters 15 for score LR

Some of the April crew

Brad

Upcoming Events

The next monthly shoot on the calendar
is 9-10th May at Wellington, followed by
23-24th May at Nioka. An email will go
out as usual to confirm.

SSAA Muzzleloading National Champion-
ship (Short Range) 6-8th June Monarto
SA

SSAA BPCR Silhouette National Champi-
onships 18-21 June 2026 Monarto SA

Billy Dixon 17-18th October 2026 Nioka

Long Range Black Powder Nationals
2 -5th October 2026 Wellington
Gavin’s flag

Gavin’s new flag had quite the work out
over the weekend. Looking good,
although tricky to photograph.

Detail 1 at 900 from the scorer’s chair



Secretary’s Secretary’s Say
While I am quite over the hot weather, I
am not ready for it to be as cold as it was
on the weekend.

It was great to see so many shooters at-
tend. Diesel our way is 329.9¢/L and
not much less everywhere else. Thank
you for travelling everyone.

A huge thanks to Lindsay for the con-
struction of the long range mounds. We
are feeling quite spoilt.

It was also great to see BRAA members
competing at the SSAA Silhouette Scoped
Nationals in Canberra over Easter. Con
is a regular, Dan used to be a regular.
John shot some of the classes and
Shayne, having had his trip to WA can-
celled, made the trip to Canberra for a
successful event, scoring several PBs.
There were more than 70 competitors, a
busy weekend.

Secretary’s Say

While we wait for official approval we will
keep working on our Nationals prepara-
tions. Every task we complete for that
event is also for the range, the improve-
ment of our club and our shooting.

Remember your attendances, due June
30, keep this in mind and please advise
if you attend pistol matches elsewhere
and have BRAA as your primary club.

900 yards

We hope everyone enjoyed the Modern
BPCR Shooter magazine. If you are a Fa-
cebook user, please join their group and
support them. We appreciate them
reaching out to our club and including
us in their publication.



