On Target
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Wellington and Nioka woo hoo!

With May being another two shoot month,
our members were chomping at the bit to
launch some lead. Increased opportunity
means increased participation.

Wellington was up first and what a week-
end. Shayne has been offering for ages to
cook a roast dinner so we decided with the
shorter days and it hopefully not being too
cold, this might be the month for it.

When Dan & Sharon arrived on Saturday
morning the targets were out, the new
corflute had been picked up, thanks Con,
and the crew were just waiting for the sun
to rise enough to see the targets. Oh, we
were waiting for the wind to pick up too.
Off to the 300y mound with 9 shooters for
3 convertible sighters and 10 for score.
The consensus was to shoot most of the
Nationals distances, 300, 600, 900 &
1000, for practice and test out the new
mounds too.

Mark and Brad raced off to do target duty
in the glorious sunshine. The wind re-
mained virtually absent, and the mirage
was most often left to right. Detail 1
started well, Con hitting a V on his second
sighter. Pressure on and he followed with
a 5, an easy decision to keep the sighters.
Keith was trying a new bullet and Dan
was trying a new load for a new rifle.
Scores were adding up. Not a miss once
we went for score on the trickiest target.

Detail 2 was under the command of Range
Officer Shayne with some tidy scores
again. Dan had nicely sighted in the
38.55 and handed it over to Sharon to
have her first ever attempt at black pow-
der. With a tweak here and a tweak there
the bullets went through the target, the

barrel wiped clean, and it was decided the
length of pull and crescent butt plate
needed some adjustment.

Off to the 600y with the sun warm and the
breeze very light. The mirage was a bit
like a washing machine however and not
many sighters were kept on the standard
target. The buffalo had the weekend off
and stayed in the shed.

Dan returned to his own gun, and every-
one chased the mirage switches around
with no V bulls and only a couple of 5s.

Lunch was declared and we refuelled and
caffeinated while we enjoyed the abso-
lutely cracking day. By 2pm we were on
the 900y, hoping we would have enough
daylight for the two details. Regardless we
need to know for October, as the daylight
hours could be quite similar.

Now that we were long range, Shayne and
Dan pulled out their muzzleloaders. Due
to the time, we decided on 5 sighters and
10 for score so everyone had decent light
into the later afternoon. Lindsay came to
watch for a while. We thanked him for the
mounds and the sunshine, the mirage,
not so much.

Now there is a stand of big gum trees
near the 900y mound, and it was full of
birds, mainly parrots. You could hear
them chatting away through your elec-
tronic earmuffs, they didn’t sound happy
with their sunny afternoon being dis-
turbed. We discussed the tree near the
club house; it is believed to be at least
300 years old.



Scores were a little harder to come by at
this distance and we were interested to
see how relevant 2024 Cooyal, 2025 Ra-
ton NM, and current Nioka settings would
hold here. Mark was low on rounds so
kept all his sighters. The target was glow-
ing in the afternoon sun for detail 1 and
Shayne & Dan managed a couple of Vs
each. Con and Brad hit a few in detail 2
as it became cooler in the shade. The light
was fading by the time we finished at 5:15
but everyone agreed that the target could
still be seen.

No matter, there was dinner to cook.
Shayne headed off to light the coals.
Roast marinated lamb and pork over the
coals, vegies, sliced and cooked on the
BBQ and gravy. While Chef Shayne and
Sous chef Brad started on dinner the fire
was lit to keep us all warm. It was getting
colder and while not as cold as last month
we knew it was going to be fresh. We had
nibbles and chatted with Lindsay & Dawn
around the fire. Thank you to our chefs
and thank you to our wood cutters.

With numerous people helping in the
kitchen, we enjoyed a delicious roast din-
ner. Then we were more spoiled with a
coffee pavlova made by Dawn. Each time
Dawn cooks, Mark reckons that is the
tastiest treat yet, now he has a new fa-
vourite. Thanks Dawn. Also, thanks to
the dishwashing crew. The rest of the
evening was spent around the fire.

Dinner was delicious

Sunday was not too cold and quite still as
everyone emerged to make coffee. Today
we were going to christen the 1000y
mound and see how it lined up. We were
having 5 sighters and 15 for score which
would take us through to lunch time so
people could travel, hopefully sans kanga-
roos.

08:50 saw the first detail on the line and
Dan and Ken B on target duty. Con was
out of elevation so was holding over, Brad
was using up random ammo for his last 5
and would call out at each shot what the
round was, flat nose, less powder, more
powder, Kentucky, woo hoo! Kellie only
had 19 rounds left of her 40.65 and wisely
didn’t take Brad up on his offer of shoot-
ing his big 50 for her last few. Mark only
had 10 so his detail was quite quick.

Shayne and Dan again donned their jack-
ets and muzzleloaders as the breeze be-
came a head wind, and the mirage went
nuts. Scores were tougher and the edges
of the frames copped quite a few. While
Shayne and Dan went shot for shot, some



good, some not so, Keith quietly toughed
it out to top score with 36.1. We think he
likes his new bullet mold.

Great shooting everyone and the 1000y is
now officially “open”. We packed up and
swept out the clubhouse and agreed we
really should do this again.

Ken B 900

Kellie 300

Shayne 1000

Mark 1000

Keith 1000

Brad 900

Con 900

Dan 300

Sharon



Results
3 convertible sighters 10 for score MR

5 convertible sighters 15 for score LR

Name |300y |[600y |900y 1000y |Total Place
Sat Sat Sat

3/10

Sun

5/15

3/10 5/10

Shayne | 31 30 [40.2 (32 133.2|2nd

Con  134.1 |26 [25.2 |13 98.3

Keith 125 |33 |24 36.1 |118.3|3rd

Kellie |19 12 |20 15 66

Dan 140.2 |35 ([30.2 |32.1 |139.5|1st

Mark 137 |26 |24 13 100

KenB 131.1 |18 15 dns |64.1

Brad |34 (35 [30.1 |18 |117.1

Sharon | 91 22 dns |dns |43

Upcoming Events

The next monthly shoot on the calendar is
13-14th June at Wellington. An email will
go out as usual to confirm.

Quigley-our competitors will be in the
USA next month, safe travels and fair
winds.

SSAA BPCR Silhouette
18-21 June 2026 Monarto SA

Nationals

Long Range Black Powder Nationals
2-5th Oct 2026 Wellington

Billy Dixon-17-18th Oct 2026 Nioka
SSAA Muzzleloading Nationals (Short

Range) EasterPerth-WA -6-8"-June
Meonarte-SA October 2026 Perth WA

Keith V 1000 yards

Low light late Saturday afternoon @ 900



Match Report Nioka 23-24 May 2026

The fine weather let us escape the rain in the
East for at least the weekend. If only we
could relocate rain as needed to the farmers
doing it tough. Whilst the wind kept us on
our toes as per usual.

Thanks to Gavin, Peter and Luke we had the
first use of flags on the range, which were
pleasing to see. Though Janette and [ were
momentarily confused when four flags ap-
peared in the wind on the Friday when most
were arriving. We hadn’t seen Pete sneak by
us until we noticed the two remaining flags
in place and an additional (Pete’s new) car
up the range with others.

We were please to have Ken H. join us in the
morning in time for the comp. He had been
lovingly taking care of his wife after a proce-
dure/surgery, returning home once we were
done for the day and coming back the next.
Brownie points for you, Ken.

Jim B. arrived having had the cataract/s re-
moved from this shooting eye (right). He
wasn’t sure how he would go, however no
worries as his “bionic eye” worked out just
fine.

Saturday went smoothly as we shot under
cover in the same spot for the whole day. We
started the competition with everyone’s fa-
vourite (not!), the 200 yrds off-hand (round
target). Followed by:

Saturday

B. 300 yrds (rectangle)

C. 428 yrds (smaller diamond)
D. 540 yrds (larger diamond)
E. 1130 yrds (square)

Gavin took the lead with 28/40 points for
the day.

Sunday

F. 800 yrds (square)
G. 900 yrds (square)

Brad, Ken and Kellie unfortunately had no
luck with the 800 yrds. Thankfully though
after the fact, Kellie found out that she must
have been going high when she looked at her
900-yard sight settings. Meanwhile, Paul
and Ken fought it out for the bulls’ eye target
prize of $50 prepared and provided by Mark.
It was a joy to see in the scope the red mark
made by their hits. Ken B. took home the
chocolates and went on to show us how it’s
done with 14/16 points for the day.



The match went to Gavin in the end. Nice
shooting and practice for The Quigley in
Montana U.S. next month. We wish Pete and
Gavin the best of luck!

Results:
Name | Sat Sun Total
Paul R 22 13 35
Mark G 25 11 36
Ken B 21 14 35
Brad S 22 4 26
Jim B 25 5 30
Gavin 28 9 37
Ken H 10 1 11
Peter T 25 6 31
Kellie S 24 4 28

Big thanks to Janette for scoring over the
weekend.

We had yet another great weekend all round
with the satisfaction in hearing the “twang”
of steel, camaraderie and banter.

A few of the BRAA members are competing in
the National BPCR Silhouette Champion-
ships in S.A. next month. We wish them all
the best of luck!

Sounds like another fantastic weekend of
good weather and good company. Thanks to
Peter and Brad for the photos and Kellie for
the report. Best wishes to Anne H, Ken
would have everything under control.



Secretary’s Secretary’s Say

What a glorious weekend, sunshine, great
dinner, great company and a massive
bruise from the crescent butt plate of my
38.55. Sorry no crew photo this time and
not as many photos when you shoot.

A little bird tells me that grass has been
drone seeded at the Dubbo range just
prior to significant rain this month. Hope-
fully that is another tick off the list for the
occupancy certificate.
have the problem of three ranges to shoot
at the better.

The sooner we

Again, a huge thanks to Lindsay for the
construction of the long range mounds.
They are perfect other than the target be-
ing further away than we remember. He
has even asked if we need them to be wid-
ened and where to put wing flags. Thanks
Lindsay and thanks Dawn for the pavlova,
that was delicious dessert after such a
nice meal. Thanks to Shayne for procur-
ing and cooking us dinner, thanks to all
the helpers too. Sous chef Brad and Keith
and everyone who helped and washed up.

Secretary’s Say

We are one month closer to our Long
Range Black Powder Nationals. Targets
are in progress. Thanks to Con for pick-
ing up the corflute and thanks Mark for
getting timber. If the “frame wreckers”
can get more centred, we should be right.
Thanks to Brad for the counterweights
too, they will make life easier. Thanks to
Shayne and Kellie for scoring while Sha-
ron shot.

Remember your attendances, due June
30, keep this in mind and please ad-
vise if you attend pistol matches else-
where and have BRAA as your primary
club.

30th June also means that memberships
are due on 1st of July for the 2026-2027
year. Currently full membership is $75,
associate $25. Membership forms will be
sent out shortly.

1000 yards

The next edition of the Modern BPCR
Shooter magazine is in the pipeline. If you
would like to write an article, they would
be most interested. Please join their Fa-
cebook group and support them (if you
FB).

Our thoughts are with those having med-
ical issues. Jim had cataract surgery the
week before Wellington, look out now he
can see.



