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Wellington-Winter Warmth

Unlike our first visit in June 2025, it was
very mild for Winter with near perfect
black powder shooting conditions over
most of the weekend. Diffuse light, just
enough breeze to move the smoke away,
not much mirage, good company, plenty
of laughs, the odd sledge, coffee....

Numbers were a little light due to our
members spreading their wings. Gavin &
Peter are in Montana USA for the Quigley
and Brad worked the weekend so he &
Kellie can travel to SA next weekend for
the BPCR Silhouette Nationals. They will
join Con, Shayne and Dan who are also
attending. Safe travels and good luck
everyone.

Preparations for LRBP Nationals contin-
ued with Jim procuring timber for frames
and Mark the manufacturer on the tools
making new frames while we shot.

The Friday crew had the place ready to
roll when the Saturday “locals” wheeled
in. It was a relaxed start at the 300
yards and Janette kindly volunteered to
score while Sharon shot. Jim sat on a
scope with her and showed her the ropes
for this type of target. Thanks Jim.

Detail 1 started strong on the deceptive
300 yards, 3 convertible sighters and 10
for score. Two shooters kept all sighters
and two kept one on the way to some
tidy scores, Shayne with a nice 39.1 with
the Gibbs. Detail 2 kept more sighters
and powered through keeping Dan mov-
ing with his Gibbs. John was concerned
that Richard’s loads seemed rather “deli-
cate” compared to his normal tendency
to stoke things up. Saving his shoulder
and/or his wallet?

We then moved to the 500 yards. It was
the first time in a while we have shot this
distance. It is a nice distance, big target
and not too far away, at least that is
what we told ourselves. Detail 1 cranked
out some good scores, and it was very
enjoyable laying in the sun. Sharon was
happy with her first ever V bull too. We
then had our lunch break, we would
have been starving if we had waited any
longer.

Detail 2 were soon set up after the break
and hitting plenty of 4s. Keith was on a
run of 4s and mentioned he would like to
try for another one, Dan told him to try
to hit a V bull....so he did, and so did
Dan. Keith and Dan both finishing on
40.1. Have we mentioned that Keith
likes his new bullet mold?



Now the 600 yards. It was getting later
but the weather was holding so we set up
again and Detail 1 got to it. Other than
Sharon having to retire with a load issue
the scores were going well. Shayne on a
38 was the top score. Now the light left
us, and it was decided that Detail 2
would shoot in the morning. Sorry Lind-
say that you missed out on a play this
time.

We then packed up for the evening and
broke out the snacks as the sun set. The
latest batch of shirts and hoodies were
dispensed. Purple is now the new black.
Membership forms and fees were also
collected. Thank you to those who have
rejoined. We chatted about how our Na-
tionals planning is going and other up-
coming events.

Unfortunately, Dan & Sharon couldn’t
stay for Sunday and headed home. Dan
had to work and was hoping to squeeze
in some reloading for next weekend.
Janette was entrusted with the clip-
board, and the BRAA port was left for a
night cap as the fire was lit.

June crew

Sunday morning was again warm for the
middle of June, very little dew also. As
Mark packed to leave early Detail 2
(Richard, Jim & Keith) got ready on the
line to finish the 600yds match, while
John and Shayne did target duty. With
3 shooters it was a quick detail, done in
35-40 mins. Richard had a few misses
high to start before settling in and find-
ing the target, and Jim top scored the de-
tail.

After a consensus, it was decided to do
the 600yds again to finish the weekend

(no need to change target face or loca-
tion). Due to the details being split
across the two days, to be fair it was de-
cided to shoot 3 sighters, 10 for score.
Richard and Jim went to the target pit
while Detail 1 (Shayne, Ken, John) got
ready. Shayne decided to try something
different with the Gibbs and ran it off the
prone X-sticks without his sling or
jacket, which saw immediate results,
however rain arrived. The rain played
havoc with the muzzleloading loads and
stopped being consistent, though he kept
all shots on target. Ken top scored, be-
fore we quickly retreated to the club
house to dry and oil rifles and wait for
the rain to pass with coffee and biscuits.

Whilst the heaviest of the rain passed
around 11.15am, though it looked to be
scattered showers for the rest of the day,
Detail 2’s enthusiasm had disappeared —
Richard and John now had wet camps to
pack up, and while Jim had been in the
target pits, the canopy on his ute had
been open and channelled water into his
rifle and gear. It was decided to not fin-
ish the shoot and pack up and head
home early. Shayne certainly made use
of the early return home, drying out his
gear before repacking for the trip to SA.

As the final 600yds distance was incom-

plete, scores from the first 3 distances
were compiled for the overall score.

Sunny Saturday turned into soggy Sunday



Results

3 convertible sighters 10 for score

Name |300y |500y |600y |600y |Total Total
Sat Sat Sat/ |Sun Sat week-
scores |end
Sun raining
only
f/{f}iyne 39.1| 37 | 38 |32.1 |114.1 |146.2
Richard
KenB | 3] | 28 | 33 |37 |92 129
John | 33 | 35 | 36 |29 [104 |133
Sharon| 14 |27.1|2dnf| dns [43.1 |43.1
Rich- 20 22 19 dns |61 61
ard
Keith |132.1(40.1| 33 dns |105.2 |105.2
JmB | 36 | 32 |37.1| dns [105.1 |105.1 KenB
Dan 21 [40.1| dns | dns |61.1 |61.1
M/L
Jim B
Detail 1
Dan
John

Not many photos this month, it is tricky to
take photos while you are shooting, so sorry

Keith and Shayne. _ )
Sharon’s first V bull (in case that’s the one & only)



Secretary’s Say

Long Range Black Powder Nationals u

Update; our ad is live on the SSAA web-
site and we are accepting nominations.
A more detailed competitor information
pack will be sent to those who enquire.

https://www.ssaa.org.au/?ss_disci-
pline_event=ssaa-long-range-black-
powder-national-championships-2

The ad hasn’t been published in the
magazine yet so please pass on the link
to anyone you think may be interested
and have a suitable firearm.

Remember that it is black powder and
cast lead projectiles only, no duplex
loads, no coating, jacket or gas checks.

Good luck to all our members who are
out and about this month competing in-
terstate and overseas. Flying the flag!!

Thank you to those who have rejoined for
the 2027 membership year.

Memberships are due on 1st of July for
the 2026-2027 year. Currently full
membership is $75, associate $25.
Membership forms have been emailed to
current members and are available from
the Secretary.

The reporting year is nearly finished too,
30th June 2026. Please let me know if
you have pistol attendances at other
ranges and have BRAA as your primary
club.

Are looking at me? Yes I am, join in

The range at Dubbo has been issued
with the long awaited for occupancy cer-
tificate. SSAA Dubbo were planning a
working bee there this weekend but have
been rained out, stay tuned!!

Secretary’s Secretary’s Say
What a nice weekend. Thanks Janette
for scoring while I shot and thanks to
Jim and Keith for assisting too. The ex-
tra eyes are a great help.

Thanks Shayne for checking my sight
setting, all good, that was just me, [ am
not friends with the set trigger yet, and
thanks Ken & Richard for checking on
me when my loads wouldn’t load. Dan
was wondering what was happening from
the pits.

Thanks for the Sunday reports from
Keith and Shayne, what happened to the
weather?

We hope everyone on the medical merry
go round is doing well. You are in our
thoughts. Jim’s eye has recovered well it
seems too.

We will have reports from the Quigley
and BPCR Nationals next month.



