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Wellington-will we, won’t we

Get rained on, freeze, have glorious
weather again. What will the weekend
bring?

After a few emails back and forth with
those available we arrived for the week-
end. Mark and Jim had been making
target frames since their arrival on
Thursday. They had bought along an en-
tire workshop and had been very produc-
tive. Thank you gents.

We admired their work while we waited
for the fog to lift on Saturday morning
before we set up on the 300y target. We
were reduced in numbers this month due
to injury, post op instructions, jet lag, a
significant birthday, other competitions
and life. This made for a casual shoot as
the target crew kept wood butchering
while we shot.

Dan pulled out his Gibbs, Kellie was at
home but had reloaded her 40-65 for
Brad, Keith was itching for another good
score, and Dan was sure he had sorted
Sharon’s 38-55 loading issue.

It was well after 10am when we were able
to start at the 300y. The sun was glori-
ous with a light cool breeze as Dan and
Brad kept one sighter each, Brad taking
well to Kellie’s gun with a 39. He hardly
moved on the mat from the recoil, much
softer than his 50. Dan got up and down
with the Gibbs while we all laid around
in the sun.

Brad

Sharon and Keith then had their turn.
Keith hit the first V of the day, he was
happy with that. Sharon hit “triple” fig-
ures, scoring a 30 and was happy with
that too.



Keith

Now it was lunch time, and we checked
on our target makers, they were churn-
ing frames out. Gabby then arrived for a
visit, unfortunately she couldn’t stay and
shoot but we had a quick catch up and
we hope to see her and Eric on the line
again soon.

After lunch we set up on the 600y to
maximise the afternoon as it was getting
cooler. Dan and Brad were encountering
some changing conditions with Brad
finding a couple of 5s. Sharon used all
her sighters to get on the paper and
stayed on for a steady 27. Keith kept
one sighter and hit two Ss for the top
score of 34. We were done for the day
with not enough light to finish another
two details even with the numbers.

Sharon

Smoked cheese, biscuits and twiggy
sticks were produced and we snacked
and caught up while setting up camps
and gathering wood for the fire. It was
going to get cold overnight. We then
made sure the old targets were pulled
across to form a door and took turns sit-
ting nearest the fire. Lindsay has shared
his plans to finish closing in the club
house which will make it much warmer.

There was a large glass door around the
back waiting installation so stay tuned.

During the early hours of Sunday, we
were woken by strong winds and some
rain. Fortunately, no limbs dropped
from the big tree, but the wind blew one
of the plastic patio blinds up and onto
the roof where it flapped around until
Mark was able to retrieve and secure it.
No damage done.

The day dawned damp and cold despite
the warm sun. We later heard it had
snowed at Oberon and on Mt Canobolas
so that explained the temperature. The
fire was still going, and the coffee was
hot as we decided to try 500y. The rain
would have made the new dirt on the
long range mounds a bit muddy anyway.

Dan and Keith started up first. Dan
went through three caps before the
Gibbs dried out, he was testing his
“Flinch-o-matic”. A 3 messed up his
string of 4’s for a 39. Keith then hit the
first V of the day..... again.

Dan

Keith volunteered for target duty for Sha-
ron and Brad while Dan scored. Brad
cracked a 5 with his second sighter so it



was game on. Sharon’s loads were load-
ing this month, so she was able to try
some sight adjustments. She cracked a
V and so did Brad on the very next shot.
Easy marking for Keith. She then hit an-
other one for 36.2 but it was Brad on
40.1 who took the distance.

Sharon 500

Now it was lunchtime again and Dan had
to go to work. Mark & Jim had packed
up the workshop and there were a few
trips to the target shed to pack away the
new frames and target faces.

We packed up our camps and the club
house, discussed next month, Dubbo
and the Nationals and we headed home.

July crew

MLAIC targets
3 convertible sighters 10 for score

Name 300y 600y 500y Total Place
Sat Sat Sun

Dan 33 25 39 97  2nd
Keith 33,1 34 29.1 96.2 3rd
Sharon 30 27 36.2 93.2

Brad 39 32 40.1 111.1 1st

In case you missed the bison vs tourist
this week in Yellowstone National Park.
We hope he is recovering.

https:/ /youtu.be/6jNugfzptu8?si=PVQrkJjw
v-TEpWKz


https://youtu.be/6jNugfzptu8?si=PVQrkJjwv-TEpWKz
https://youtu.be/6jNugfzptu8?si=PVQrkJjwv-TEpWKz

Secretary’s Secretary’s Say

In exciting news, Gavin & Ann are now
grandparents. Congratulations to Luke
& Amanda on the arrival of their daugh-
ter Emma.

Our best wishes to those with health is-
sues, we hope you are keeping as best
you can. Hope to see you on the range
very soon Mike.

Another one into the mix, by the time
you read this, Mark will have joined the
ranks of the retired.

Gabby dropped in on Saturday for a visit,
and it was great to see her. Her new job
is going well, and she is settling in at
Dubbo. Hope you finished your essay in
time Gabby.

Well haven’t our members been having a
good time in other places. Some good re-
sults at the BPCR Silhouette Nationals
with quite a few medals heading back to
NSW. Daniel is now the inaugural 2 gun
National champion with the inclusion of
smallbore. Shayne had a very successful
trip to QLD and is the first NSW shooter
to win the QLD State Title in short range
Muzzle Loading. Go the Blues!

Thanks to all our contributing writers
this month for their reports. For the
non-Facebook members, here is the link
to the Modern BPCR Shooter magazine

publishing all things black powder in the
USA. Thanks for including us.

https:/ /modern-bpcr-shooter.paperturn-
view.com/july2026-1?pid=0ODk8953040

Secretary’s Say

Our host Lindsay has been at it again.
We watched him cart load after load of
dirt on Saturday to make the long dis-
tance mounds even wider. Only the rain
early Sunday morning slowed him down.

Swiss was dispensed to those who had
paid and were there to collect. We prob-
ably won’t have another opportunity un-
til next year.

Again, our members have been out and
about. Shayne has been to QLD for
short range muzzleloading, Con in Can-
berra running the SSAA Junior Chal-
lenge, long range travellers Gavin & Peter
have returned from the Quigley and the
crew who went to SA last month for
BPCR Silhouette Nationals.

Planning for the Long Range Black
Powder Nationals is powering on. We
now need to sure up more entries so we
can work out some finer details, catering
and a timetable. Please email your
nomination if you wish to enter.

Don’t let the “Nationals” title hold you
back, there is no “qualifying”, it is open
to all to enter. It is just what we have
been doing at Wellington with a fancy
“title”.

Bill and myself have spent 15 years
convincing SSAA to recognise long range
BPCR on it’s own merits, now is the time
to step up folks.
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