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Wellington-Warming Up

It was great to arrive Saturday morning
and see mown areas and all the shooters
on the 300 yard mound setting up wait-
ing for the sun to be high enough to
start. Thanks team.

Glorious spring sunshine on Saturday

We fired our first shot at 08:45 and we
were underway with 12 shooters for the
weekend. Shayne kicked us off with a V
on his second and third sighter, so he
settled in for a good score. Mark B was
back for another go, Richard was trying
prone, Mark G also went prone and tried
a new sight, Kellie had another new pro-
jectile and Sharon was on her new CPA.

There was a tight cluster of scores over
the two details, 38 being popular. Sev-
eral times the marker was hit, and Brad
hit Ken’s shot marker with it travelling
down the outside of the marker tube. We
cranked along at a good pace and were
finished by 11:15 in the warm spring
sunshine.

Now to the 600 yard. It was warm and
sunny, and the mirage was out and
about. There was a mix of cut and kept
sighters and a few Vs. Mark G was try-
ing BPCR prone in jacket and sling and

he was on the money, topping with a 37
with Keith hot on his heels on 36.

Mark G

We lunched as we swapped over and
moved to the 900 yard mound. We
wanted to see if we could get through the
full three distances. Now it was 5 con-
vertible sighters and 15 for score on the
newly widened mound. Thanks again
Lindsay.

There was a fair bit of banter going on as
is the Australian way. Ken H was having
trouble seeing the target so went the Full
Monty (no glasses), this led to the discus-
sion of Jim being the Bionic man since
his cataract surgery with someone sug-
gesting he was the $6 dollar man.

Now as much as we might have hustled,
5 sighters/ 15 scoring shots was taking a
while. Shayne had kept 3 x 4s and a 3
but everyone else cut sighters. It was
Sharon’s first attempt at 900 so she kept
a 5/0. The afternoon was wearing on
and it was quite warm in the sun, but it
was nearing Spm when Detail 1 finished.
It was decided there was enough light to
start but not to finish so Detail 2 would
shoot in the morning as soon as the light
was right. High score so far was Shayne
on 42.



We packed up and retired to the club
house. We did a few chores and hashed
out some Nationals business over the
usual array of snacks, cheese & biscuits.
Eventually it cooled down enough to war-
rant lighting the fire and closing the
“door”.

Most didn’t stay up late as we were all
tired after a day in the sun. Hopefully
there will be no frost in the morning.

Sunday started with coffee, bacon & eggs
in all variations. In general discussion
everyone agreed that calendar age and
joint age were in fact two different things.

06:35 Sunday from 600

We headed back to the 900 yard for
Detail 2. The sun was still a bit low so
we set up and waited. At 8am Mark G
decided he would make a start and sent
one down range, declaring the light was
ok. We started but in hindsight perhaps
another 15 minutes or so would have
made the difference to the target as it
was still a bit dark for a while. Anyway
we powered on as we still had 1000 yard
to shoot as well.

900 at 07:45

Conditions were warm and sunny, bit of
a breeze and mirage mostly left to right,
mostly! Again sighters were cut as
settings were tweaked. Ken H had a
group high left that was frustrating.
Keith was quietly hitting Vs while Mark
G’s loads weren’t playing and he was
wondering if he had a broken firing pin,
turns out they were tumbling so he stood
down. Jim, Brad and Dan were following
Keith’s lead and scores were adding up.
By 9:45 were were finished and moved to
the 1000 yard.

Jim had his chronograph out and the
velocities were interesting. Thanks Jim.
Due to time we cut the 1000 back to 3
convertible sighters and 10 for score.
Detail 1 to the line. It is only 100 yards
further.

By now it was warm and the mirage was
hard, fast, distinct and turning the
aiming mark into a spinning saw blade.
Scores were a bit harder to get, Shayne
was getting on, Mark B hit a V, Peter was
dialing in with two Vs and Sharon had
run out of her “good” loads before getting
a setting and couldn’t get the lesser loads
far enough up the range. Oh well.

Local gunshop owner Richo was eagerly
observing and absorbing information and
is going to come and have some trigger
time next month. Welcome Richo.

Detail 2 to the line. Brad started strong
with enough numbers to keep all his
sighters which included a V, he was the
only shooter not to have a miss. Ken H
was having a better run with some moral
support from Mark G. Keith was keeping
it dialed in with two Vs to pip Brad by a
dot, and Dan kept going with the
muzzleloader to top the distance with
33.1. Cease fire.

Back to the club house to pack up and
the crew had the targets down and away
in no time, thanks team. We had our
usual relax and debrief over a sandwich
as scores were tallied.



Congratulations to Mark G for topping
the mid range on Saturday, we haven'’t
seen him shoot for quite a few months.
Dan topped the long range on Sunday.
However it was Keith who prevailed

overall. Congratulations Keith. Sorry

there were no prizes but bragging rights

are all yours.

With lots of plans and information for the
Nationals next month everyone left for

home. Peter also kindly donated a surge

protected powerboard for the club house,
thanks Peter.

Results

300 & 600 & 1000y

3 convertible sighters, 10 for score

5 convertible sighters, 15 for score

900y

TO-

300 600 900 1000 | TAL
Shayne | 393 |31 42 24 | 136.3 | 314
Mark B | 33 |33 23 25.1 | 119.1
Peter 33 |281 |37.1 |252 |1234
Richard | 18 [221 |15 6 61.1
Kellie 23 |24 38 13 |98
Sharon | 3 |13 30 0 66
Mark G | 33 |37 3dnf |dns |78
Jim B 24 | 27 43 18 | 112
Keith 31 |36 423 |29.2 | 138.5 | 1st
Ken H 24 |8 2 17 |51
Brad 38 |29 35.1 | 29.1 | 131.2
Dan 29 (332 |43 33.1 | 138.3 | 2nd

Apologies again for the lack of photos,
particularly of those in my detail and

those who scored a V.

No crew photo either as people left at
different times on Sunday.

Looooong Range

Long Range Keith



Ken H

Shayne & Peter spotting Ken

Brad Dan Sharon waiting her turn

Jim B

Peter, Richard, Kellie, Brad

Keith

Thank you Mr Shuttleworth for my pretty rifle



Secretary’s Secretary’s Say

Another awesome turn out this month to
launch lead in beautiful weather.

Thanks everyone for setting up and mow-
ing. Lindsay is having a working bee
next weekend with his group so we might
see some changes to the club house.

Last chance to enter the Nationals, we
are all but at range and time capacity for
BPCR. Please read the information pack
emailed 30/08/2026 and if you want to
be catered for please return your food
order ASAP as you will not be catered for
without pre-order. If you wish to self
cater that is fine, we just need to know.

We are thinking of those with health is-
sues, we hope you are keeping as best
you can.

Secretary’s Say

I hope after the weekend everyone is feel-
ing positive about the Nationals. It is
just a shoot with a fancy name and a few
new faces. Thank you to those who have
offered time and equipment. Your sup-
port is appreciated.

This week [ was again invited by SSAA
NSW CEO & Executive Director Peter
Szaak to represent BRAA at another
range inspection of the new Orana
Shooting Complex. The Range Standing
Orders and Memorandum of Operations
are being fine tuned and hopefully this
will be the final step. We are still

pencilled in for November at this stage
pending the outcome of this inspection.

If you are shooting a 45.70 could you
please send me your come ups between
the distances. We have some shooters
who haven’t shot this long before and as
we don’t have time for practice at the
event the come ups will give them a
starting point.

Many of you asked about the minimum
safe velocities and the table in the com-
petitor information. For safety we are
looking for a power factor above 550.
This is calculated by the following:

(Bullet weight in grains x muzzle velocity
in fps)/ 1000 = power factor.

Here is an example.

Remember too this is a cast lead, no
coating or gas checks and black powder
only event. See you there.



